





JPRS 83319 


22 April 1983 


Latin America Report 


No. 2669 








|FBIS| FOREIGN BROADCAST INFORMATION SERVICE 























NOTE 


JPRS publications contain information primarily from foreign 
newspapers, periodicals and books, but also from news agency 
transmissions and brgadcasts. Materials from foreign-language 
sources are translated; those from English-language sources 
are transcribed or reprinted, with the original phrasing and 
other characteristics retained. 


Headlines, editorial reports, and material enclosed in brackets 
[] are supplied by JPRS. Processing indicators such as [Text] 
or [Excerpt] in the first line of each item, or following the 
last line of a brief, indicate how the original information was 
processed. Where no processing indicator is given, the infor- 
mation was summarized or extracted. 


Unfamiliar names rendered phonetically or transliterated are 
enclosed in parentheses. Words or names preceded by a ques- 
tion mark and enclosed in parentheses were not clear in the 
original but have been supplied as appropriate in context. 
Other unattributed parenthetical notes within the body of an 
item originate with the source. Times within items are as 
given by source. 


The contents of this publication in no way represent the poli- 
cies, views or attitudes of the U.S. Government. 


PROCUREMENT OF PUBLICATIONS 


JPRS publications may be ordered from the National Technical 
Information Service, Springfield, Virginia 22161. In order- 
ing, it is recommended that the JPRS number, title, date and 
author, if applicable, of publication be cited. 


Current JPRS publications are announced in Government Reports 
Announcements issued semi-monthly by the National Technical 
Information Service, and are listed in the Monthly Catalog of 
U.S. Government Publications issued by the Superintendent of 
Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. 














Correspondence pertaining to matters other than procurement 
may be addressed to Joint Publications Research Service, 
1000 North Glebe Road, Arlington, Virginia 22201. 

















JPRS 83319 


22 April 1983 


LATIN AMERICA REPOR: 


No. 2669 


CONTENTS 


ENERGY ECONOMICS 


PERU 


Briefs 
Oil Production 


ST LUCIA 


Utilities Commission Approves Electricity Rate Increase 
(THE VOICE, 23 Feb 83) eeeeeeeee*eseeseeeseeveeseeeeseeeeeeeeee @ 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Texaco Addresses Retirement Issue, Plans Retrenchment 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, various dates) eeeeeeeeeseseseeoeeeeeeees @ 


Negotiations With Government 
End-of-March Layoffs; by Mikey Mahabir 


No Layoffs at Amoco; Ways To Raise Production Studied 
(TRINIDAD GUARDIAN, 20 Mar 83) eseeeeeeveneeeseseeeeeeeeseeseseeneeseee @ 


Briefs 
Talks With Oil Producers 


COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


Jamaican Manufacturers Hit by Trinidad's Export Action 
(THE DAILY GLEANER, 23 Mar 83) eeeeeeeeseseeeeesepeeseeeeeeeenenee 


Trinidad Manufacturers Offer To Ease Dispute With Jamaica 
CO AER GR, Be WU: BP nn. ccciccdccdccdnecesccaces 


-a- (III - LA - 144} 








10 














Barbados’ Adams Views Currency Relations With Trinidad 
(ADVOCATE-NEWS, various dates) ...ccccccccccccccccccs — 


Call for Fnd to Restrictions 
Commitment to Floating Currency 


Caribbean Labor Leader Examines Ongoing Union Struggle 
(ADVOCATE-NEWS, 23 Mar 83) eeeeoeeeeseeseeeseeseeeeepeseeeeeseseeeee 


IDB Report; 1982 a Poor Year for S. America, Caribbean 
(ADVOCATE-NEWS , 21 Mar 83) eeseeoeeeeeenreensepeeeeseees ee eeeeeeeeee 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


ACLM Danger: Government Urged To Take Firm Stand 
( THE WORKERS VOICE, 19 Feb 83) eeeeeeeeenereesrmeseeseensnseeeeeeeete 


ARGENTINA 


Army Commander on Strikes, Amnesty Law, Army Reorganization 
(DYN, 23 Mar 83) eseeeeeeee#eeoee#enseeeespestpeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


% 
3AHAMAS 


"HERALD' Scores Cleric for Criticizing PLP Government 
(THE HERALD, 10 Mar 83) Se 


House Names Select Committee To Probe Violence in Elections 
(Anthony Forbes; THE TRIBUNE, 18 Mar 83) ....sececsecees 


Three Select Committees To Study Employment, Welfare Issues 
(THE TRIBUNE, 3 Mar 83) eeseeeoeeeesceoeeeveeeeeeeveseeveaestseeseeeeee@ 


Teachers Union Assails Government Over Education Policies 
(Anthony Forbes; THE TRIBUNE, 8 Mar 83) .....eecceeeeess 


Briefs 
Increase in Construction 


BARBADOS 


DLP's Haynes Charges Country Drifting Toward Dictatorship 
(ADVOCATE-NEWS , 17 Mar 83) eeeee0eeeensvteneveeeesensneeseeeoeeseeeee @ 


Columnist Scores U.S. Policy on, Destabilization of Grenada 
(Neville Linton; THE NATION, 22 Mar 83) .....eseecceeees 


Opposition Urges Formation of Electoral Commission 
(ADVOCATE-NEWS, 17 Mar 83) eeeee*eeseenseeeeseenseeeenstene@eeeeeeee @ 


Appointments to Senate, Ministry Announced 
(SUNDAY SUN, 13 Mar 83) eeeeee7eneeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeeeeee 


New BLP Senator 
Howell in Finance Ministry 


“be 


1? 


14 


15 


16 


18 


21 
22 
24 
25 


27 


28 
29 
31 


32 

















RELIZE 


Police, Defense Force Issues Raised in Parliament 


(ADVOCATE-NEWS, various dated) ccccccccccscsccsccccccce 


Praise for Defense Force 
Nuclear Weapons Concern 

Drop in Crime 

Criticism of Opposition Stand 
Police-Defense Demarcation 
Tull on Naval Exercises 


Police Probe Alleged Breach of Official Secrets Act 


(ADVOCATE-NENWS , 16 Mar 83) eeeeeveereeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeesr 


World Bank Study Indicates Threatened Industries 


a A ED ee ae eee nea enaneeeaen 


New Fiscal Year Budget Shows Deficit, Capital Spending 
(Neville Martindale; THE NATION, 9 Mar 83) ........... 


Labour Party Urged To Improve Community Outreach 
(ADVOCATE-NEWS , 14 Mar 83) *eeeeeeeseeeenseeeeeeeeeseeeeeee#e? 


Labor Takes Firm Stand Against Government Policy 


(ADVOCATE-NEWS , various dates) eeoeoveeeeoeeeeereeeeaee eevee 


Walcott Charges 
Principles of Resistance 
Nurses’ Strike 

PPM Support 


Taitt: Industrialization Program Adds New Jobs 


( THE NATION, 11 Mar 83) eeeeveeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee eeeeewee @ 


DLP Leader Taitt Reflects on ACP, Area Trade Issues 


(ADVOCATE-NEWS, 7 Mar 83) eceoeoevevevevesv eevee eeveeveeeseeeeeeeees 


Call for Area Meeting 
New for Active ACP Role 


Briefs 
PPM Topics 
Adams Blast at Press 
Produce Exports 
Sugar Production 
Excise Duty Shortfall 
Police Posting 
Layoffs in Banking 
PPM Meeting 


Export Revenue Falls; Import Bill Also Down in ‘82 


CGA. BE WE GRP id. Shckc cowwdcccccccccnceceses 


= ¢& 


33 


37 


38 


39 


40 


42 


45 


46 


48 
48 
48 
49 
49 
49 
50 
50 


51 




















BERMUDA 


COSTA R 


CUBA 


Budget Debate: PLP Challenges U.S. Control of Airport 
(THE ROYAL GAZETTE, 12 Mar 83) eeseeeeenseeenee@eneeneee#se#see#eee 


PLP Continues Condemnation of UBP Election Practices 
Coe ee Gk.’ CE, WERERD COCR) ccccccccccccceseesees 


Voter Registration Failure 
PLP Court Action 
New Constituencies in Legal Battle 


Dissension Stalks PLP; Move Against Leader Perceived 
CTH Bee GRRETER, WATEOES GOERE) cic cccecccccccecccses 


Comment on Thomas Resignation 
"Hatchet-Job' Charge 


Inions Score Some Successes, Reject Wage Hike Offers 
CTs Wie Gee, TOD GREGOR) ccccccccccsasacecscsn 


Public Service Workers’ Action 
Blue Collar Wage Increase 
Industrial Union's Legal 'Victory' 


Analysis of How Local Inflationary Spiral Functions 
(THE ROYAL GAZETTE, 22 Feb 83) eeeeveee#@veeeesewesesvseeseeveensvmesee ee 


Finance Minister Issues Proposals for Economic Development 
(THE ROYAL GAZETTE, 4 Mar 83) eeeeveeveeeveeeeeseenvesevpeeeeenweeeee 


Subscription TV Promoter Wants Disputed Operations Site 
(THE ROYAL GAZETTE, 17 Mar 83) eeeoeeeoeneeeeeeeeneeeseeseeneeeee 


ICA 


Argument for Facing Central American ‘Reality’ 
(Ricardo Lizano; LA NACION, 18 Mar 83) ...cccccccccccees 


Briefs 
Anti-Sandinists Arrested in North 


Denial on ‘Blue Berets' 


Briefs 
Delegation Tours PPRY Projects 
Perez Herrero Receives Delegations 
FMLN Anniversary Commemorated in Havana 
Cabrizas Criticism of U.S. 


53 


55 


59 


61 


63 


66 


68 


72 
72 
72 
73 




















GRENADA 


Mass Movement Liberation's Analysis of Bishop Regime 
( THE VINCENTIAL, various dates) eeeseeeeeeeee#eeeeeeeeeeeneee 


Briefs 
Government Leasing of Farms 


HONDURAS 


Nicaraguan Reply Termed Evidence of 'Irrationality' 
(Editorial; LA PRENSA, 25 Feb 83) eeeeeeeenseeeneeeesneeeneaeeneenees 


Treatment of Pope in Nicaragua Condemned 
(Editorial; LA PRENSA, 7 Mar 83) e*eeeeeseeeeeenseeseeaeeeanensneneenenee 


Secret Intentions of Nicaraguan Leaders Denounced 
(Editorial; LA PRENSA, 7 Mar 83) eeeeeeeensesnsenaeeaeeneeneaeeneaesnenee 


JAMAICA 


Rural Population Despondent Over Slow Pace of Development 
(Franklin McKnight; THE SUNDAY GLEANER, 27 Mar 83) ..... 


Briefs 
Lumber Price Increase 


MEXICO 


COCEI, PSUM Protest Marches in Oaxaca 
(EXCELSIOR, various dates) eeeezstee#eeseenween#ee¢eese#seeeeenseneneenenee 


Bishop Lona Faults Church, by Felipe Sanchez, 


Rafael E. Bermudez 
Guerrilla Identity Denied, by Rafael E. Bermudez 


Oaxaca Indians Warn Compatriots of PSUM Manipulation 
(Felipe Sanchez; EXCELSIOR, 13 Feb 83) .......ceceeeeees 


NICARAGUA 


FPR Leaders Criticize U.S. Stand on Visa for Borge 
(Orlando Quinones, et al.; Radio Sandino, 8 Apr 83) .... 


Briefs 
Sergio Ramirez on Somozists 


Wheelock on U.S. Purchases 

D'Escoto Denounces Honduran Incursions 
FMLN Communique Expresses Gratitude 
Anti-Sandinists Destroy Children's Center 
Registration of Agricultural Producers 





74 


77 


78 


80 


82 


86 


87 


90 














Briefs 





Guatemalan Ambassador Presents Credentials 
Officials Confirmed in Posts 

Republican Guard Dedicates Schools 

Ship Retired From Service 

New Weekly Magazine 

January-March International Reserves 
January-February Exports, Imports 









ST LUCIA 


Official Examines Major Problems Confronting Economy 
(Sharon Williams; THE WEEKEND VOICE, 5 Mar 83) ......... 





Government Prepares Legislation Responding to Union Needs 





Compton OK's Savings Bonds To Raise Capital Project Funds 





Editorial Hails Revival of Banana Industry, UK Support 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


Briefs 





Youth Gangs 
Government-to-Government Alternatives 
Communications Union Objection 









VENEZUELA 


AD, COPEI Relationship With Armed Forces, Coup Rumors Viewed 


(Oscar Alvarez Beria; RESUMEN, 13 Mar 83) ...ccccecscvees 


Caldera, Lusinchi Discuss Coup Rumors, Other Issues 


(Various sources, various dates) eeeeeveeeeeeweeeseevpeeeveeeeneee 


Lusinchi Calls for Investigation, by Leopoldo Linares 
Caldera on Rumors, Campaign Debates, by Alirio Bolivar 


MAS Leaders Comment on Coup Rumors 


(Various sources, various dateS) ....ccccccccvccccceseces 


Secretary General Denounces Rumors 
Petkoff Views Political Situation 


AD Leaders Meet With Herrera Campins 
(Manuel Penalver Interview; EL NACIONAL, 20 Mar 83) ..... 


ef « 


(THE WEEKEND VOICE, 5 Mar 83) eeseeeeseeweenrensteenreeseeeneneeenesnesaeee? 


Te Ss Se MES bbe caaesebodebabacesbaseoes beeeenes 


(Editorial; THE WEEKEND VOICE, 19 Mar 83) ....cceeeceesess 


96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
96 
97 






98 





99 





100 





101 






103 


103 


103 


105 


107 


112 

















AD Campaign Manager Denounces Lectures for Armed Forces 


CEE, GUEVEREAL, 21 Mar 83) .n.cccccccccccccecccccccccccces 116 
COPEI Secretary on Relationship With Government, Other Issues 

(Leopoldo Linares; EL NACIONAL, 20 Mar 83) ...... eehene 118 
CONSECOMERCIO President Views Supply Shortages, Strikes 

(Thamara Nieves; EL UNIVERSAL, 21 Mar 83) ......0.eeee: 122 
Briefs 

Herrera, Caldera on Bruzual's Resignation 126 

Riots .t San Carlos Barracks 126 























ENERGY ECONOMICS PERU 


BRIEFS 


OIL PRODUCTION--Mines and Energy Minister Fernando Montero has reported that 
daily oil production decreased to 160,000 barrels during January due to the 
break in the oil pipeline caused by floods in the northern part of the country. 
Montero stated that losses amounting to 40 billion soles were sustained due 

to the oil production decrease. However, Montero said that oil production 
currently totals 190,000 barrels because the pipeline has already been re- 
paired. Montero concluded by stating that Peru expects to produce 200,000 
barrels of oil daily and to export 20 million barrels of oil. [Text] 

{[PY121859 Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 17 Mar 83 p 3] 
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ENERGY 


ECONOMICS 





ST LUCIA 


UTILITIES COMMISSION APPROVES ELECTRICITY RATE INCREASE 


Castries THE VOICE in English 23 Feb 83 p 2 


'Text }] DOMESTIC Electricity consumers m St Lucia are to start 


cso: 


paying more for the service i 


immediately . 

The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) headed by 
barrister Vernon Cooper has swarded St Lucia Electricity 
February 1. The Company had applied for a five cents 
per wast increase, effective last month. 


UNDER the PUC award 
domestc consumers 


The mnect - Gaappeinting 


H 
} 
fi 
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i 
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H 
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OP TL 
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I HE Hy 
ig, inuie 


we 
nN 
oO 
Qo 
™ 
= 


uUmvuam wnadie rate GB Ceyond 


our but we do 
find it tune that these 
unco rates should be 


™ 


exerted to collect outstanding 
debts and the public is being 
asked to agree to an increase 
im rates or face a shutdown in 
the electricity supply.” 

But the Commission regret- 
ted the fact that despite media 
announcements, 

wations like the Chamber 
of Commerce, tradeumons and 
reoresentative bodies had failed 
to come before the Commission 
to give evidence. 

it concluded by saying that 
future applications by the 
company for tariff increases 
would have to be viewed cnt- 
cally and the PUC would have 
to be satisfied that serious 
efforts are being made to 
improve the Company's cash 
flow “and there is a big differ. 
ence between cash in the bank 
and cash on paper.” 




















ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


TEXACO ADDRESSES RETIREMENT ISSUE, PLANS RETRENCHMENT 
Negotiations with Government 


Port-cf-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 22 Mar 83 pl 


(Texe} ’ TEXACO Trinidad Incorporated and the 
Oilfields Workers Trade Unior. (OWTU) last night 
accepted Labour Minister Errol Mahabir’s 
proposals for increased benefits for the early 
retirement of the oil company’s employees aged 58 
to 65. 

Accordi to a release from the ministry, Texaco 


accepted the proposals except one that suggested that 
the oil company pay the affected employees two and a half 


months salary for every year of service. 
The company” felt that this their further’ suggestions at reach-' 





" the settlement. all 

See "4." mgnister ‘then relayed this» 

The union, on the other haid, position to thy at 
agreed to all the minister's who consisted 


it was learnt. at the fifth floor of the ministry. 
eines an Tatyana, bd parse 
oa y . 
ae ee a a r the of 
the ministry the Labour Minister 
Yesterday afternoon both Speaking at the ministry yester 
gathered at the Mimistry of before the two 
at Plaza at 2 p.m. to. Weald’ clondering ths 


~ 
4 














He said the union was stil] of the the minister’s proposals which we 
view that not a man must go but it (union ) have taken into con- 
would listen to the company’s sideration.’"’ 
proposals. ' He described the situation as 

According to Mr. Weekes, there ‘‘not too good.’’ 
were certain “weaknesses; - Mr. Austin was not available later 
omissions and dissatisfactions in for comment. SS 


End-of-March Layoffs 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Mar 83 pl 
[Article by Mikey Mahabir] 


TEXACO Trinidad Inc. has advised its 6,800 workers 
that it intends to go ahead with its retrenchment 
plan, which is expected to go into effect from the end 
of this month. 

It is understood that 2,100 workers have been earmarked for 
retrenchment. It is believed that the company will most likely 


(Text J 





retrench workers in groups spread over a certain period. 


The number. to be retrenched could 
not be confirmed by the company. One 
ting, it was learnt that monthly 
salaned and weekly-paid workers, in- 


affected. 
In a circular dated March 22, to its 


%, ob 

ent 

sink taste he ale we 

negotiations with the Oilfieids 

Workers’ Trade Union, was the — 
of further tions on 

1983, at the Mimstry of Labour, and 


It was learnt that the comp. was 
not satisfied. in particular, with the 
item dealing with Sieane tame 
as put forward by the ministry. 


JANUARY WARNING 


'n ‘ate Jaruary ‘his year Texaco had 
waned tha: f no a eement was 


65 to 60 years the company would 
commder invoking articles 18 and 19 of 


the agreement 
Those articles deal with retrench- 


degree of } security for all its 
werhors ‘tothe extent thet this is 


ent 
union and will, at their request, dis 
eft prided represetatgs are 
ected representations are 
discussions concluded within 

Di days of the dase of notification. 
““In the event it becomes necessary 
for the company to terminate the 
services of a permanent employee 
with more than one year service on 
account of redundancy, the company 
agrees to make a severance payment. 
‘TF and when such redundancy occurs 
the company will negotiate with the 
union the amount to be paid and this 
will be additional to any other normal 
benefit applicable in his or her case.”’ 
Texaco already shut down sever- 
al of its plants at the Pointe-a-Pierre 
refinery and stopped importing crude 
for economic reasons. 

The company told the OWTU last 
December that it could not see itself 


operat 
And as the word went around in the 
oilbeit concerning the contents of the 
circular, workers, particularly at 
Pointe-a-Pierre, started asking ques- 
tions: “Who are the ones to go?” 
Workers have become very concerned 
over the present situation. 
ach tana tas ie ee 
tomorrow with the Minister of 
Labour t buhd Garter Gvenians to 

















garding the issues invoived. 


“And the inevitable consequences 
which must follow in the light of the 
! ic position of the oil 


crisis 
anh 
att 
ibd 
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union's Paramount Building to discuss 
the crisis in retrenchment facing the 
workers at Texaco, the continuing un- 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


NO LAYOFFS AT AMOCO; WAYS TO RAISE PRODUCTION STUDIED 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 20 Mar 83 pl 


(Text ] 


CSO: 








WITH retrenchment looming in 
the oil sector, Amoco Trini Oil 
Company, though affected by last 
ee Fy Dig gh dE el 
of oul, will not be retrenching its 
work force. 

Mr. Robert Powers, Amoco’'s 
President and General Manager, 
said last week that the company 
had recently taken on several people 
and its work force Gow stood at 640. 

Mr. Powers feit, however, that 
Amoco, the country's biggest oil 
producer, needs a tax cut, and he 
disciosed that they were among the 
oil companies now negotiating tax 
concessions with Government. He 
added that the marine areas needed 
tax adjustment urgently. 

Mr. Powers said that Amoco 
would be adversely affected by the 
2 r cent price reduction decided 

OPEC in London, but could not 

y whether the F pio of egg * 
erate oul would fail comparably. The 

last price on which tax was paid to 

the ernment for Amoco’s crude 

at December 31, 1982, was $35 (US) a 


Amoco’s production has been 


3298/485 


declining over the past few years; 
from a peak of 140,000 barrels daily in 
1978 to the current 79,000 barrels 
daily, The reason for the rogressive 
slide, ‘he said, was old weils, many of 
which are sputtering after produc- 
ing 400 million — between 1971 
and October last y 
He said to jeal_ with falling 
production, Amoco has assembled a 
task force AJ 20 —- en- 
gineers, geoiogists and economists, 
and they have been studying ways 
- means of — - oy ecline. 
relimina rt is due in May. 
e adde at the present 
situation demanded two things — 
reduction of costs and the discovery 
of more oil. Amoco struck offshore 
oil in late 1968, after seven years of 
marine exploration. At present. 
there are 14 Amoco platforms one 
exclusively producing gas . Amoco, 
which was given exploration leases 
in 1961, is the subsidiary of Amoco 
Production International of 
Houston, Texas, which in turn is a 
subsidiary of Amoco Production 
Company, also of Houston. 

















ENERGY ECONOMICS TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


TALKS WITH OIL PRODUCERS--TRINIDAD and Tobago has laid the groundwork for dis- 
cussions with the world's top oil producers in the event that the petroleum 
Situation becomes further depressed. Labour Minister Errol Mahabir spoke 
about the informal talks this country's delegation had with representatives of 
the Arab countries at the recently concluded Non-Aligned Summit held in Delhi, 
India. Mr. Mahabir, who headed Trinidad and Tobago's team, flew back home 
Thursday night and in interview at his San Fernando home said that at the re- 
quest of Grenada, Trinidad and Tobago also held discussions with that coun- 
try's team in the Indian capital. Dr. Basil Ince, Foreign Affairs Minister, 
who was also on the India trip, is returning to Trinidad today having stopped 
off in London (like Mr. Mahabir) to address nationals of this country living 
in England. He said: "We held discussions with countries like Nigeria and 
the United Arab Emirates on the oil situation. These discussions were more or 
less door-openers in the event that there is need for serious talks in the fu- 
ture. "These discussions were fruitful, given the atmosphere in which they 
were held..." [Clevon Raphael] [Excerpt] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in 


English 19 Mar 83 p 1] 


CSO: 3298/485 








COUNTRY SECTION 


INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


JAMAICAN MANUFACTURERS HIT BY TRINIDAD'S EXPORT ACTION 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 23 Mar 83 p l 


[Text | 


CANCELLATION ORDERS were still being received 
by a number of local manufacturers up to yesterday as a 
follow-up to a ruling by the Trinidad and Tobago Govern- 
ment that all exports from CARICOM (Caribbean Commu- 
nity) that are on that country’s “negative list” be subject ¢o 


import licence restrictions. 

The majonty cf manufacturers con- 
tacted by the Gleaner yesterday ex- 
pressed dismav and concern that 


Trinidad and Tobago's new licens ng 


regime, coupled with “stop orders” 
from distributors of Jamaican prod- 
ucts in Barbados, would in effect 
amount to a freeze on trade between 
Jamaica and her two Caribbean part- 
gers. 

ONE MAJOR exporter, who ves- 
terday received nouces cancelling 
some $2-million worth ‘of orders 
($1'2-thillion for Trinidad and Toba- 
go and $'2-million for Barbados), said 
that although the move bv Trinidad 
and Tobago would create “‘a serious 
situation, it might be a blessing in 
disguise, pushing Jamaican manufac- 
turers into the big league once and 
for all”. 


Although his company would be 
adversely affected in the short run by 
the cancellation of orders from Trin- 
idad and Tobago, it was by no means 
“doomed” since there are “third 
countries that are interested in Ja- 
maican products” and his companv is 
already exporting to some countries 
outside CARICOM. 

“My company is willing to turn its 
efforts towards the developed coun- 
tries and by so doing earn even more 
toreign exchange than 1s possible by 
exporting to ether Barbados or 
Trinidad and Tobago, ‘he said. 


However, he noted that despite 
the interest of third countries in 
Jamaican products the feasibility of 
making a break-through into such 
‘markets was being hindered by “‘cer- 
tain elements in the Jamaican econ- 
omy that make us uncompetitive’. 

According to him, the high cost of 
cans, cartons, bottles and raw materi- 
als such as sugar, “push the prices of 
the locally-produced goods way above 
those of similar goods in third coun- 
tries, and this is where our major 
problem is”. 

Others were not quite as opti- 
mistic. however. Another smaller 


.company, which exports only to 


CARICOM and mainly to Trinidad 
and Tobago, said yesterday that it 
was hoping for a “change of heart” 
that would see Trinidad and Tobago 
dropping its newly-imposed licensing 
regime. 

A spokesman for the company said 
that it had current orders of some 
$l-million to fill and had alreadv 
invested thousands of dollars in raw 
materials to produce the goods re- 
quired. 

“As a small company only just 
breaking into the export market,’ he 
said, “we cannot afford to ue up 
large sums of capital in raw materials 
with no turnover of tunds to tinance 
Our operating costs.” 





CSO; 
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‘We are alarmed by this move on 
the part of Trinidad and Tobago 
because it.has the potential of putting 
us right out of business. And this 1s 
no exaggeration. We all know how 
import licensing policies work. They 
are one of the most frustrating of 


-policies that, anyone could have to 


work within and we have the experi- 
ence of our own system to tell us 
that. 

“But what is even more appalling 
is that this action comes after similar 
retaliatory action by Barbados and 
who knows which territory will be 
next to close its doors.” ' 

Barbados was the firss CARICOM 
country to react to the introduction 
of the two-tiered exchange rate here 
when. following their decision 
float the Barbados currency: agains 
the Jamaica dollar, a number of Ja 
maican manufacturers who export t 
Barbados had orders placed o1 
“hold” by their Barbadian distribu 
tors pending determination of cur 
rency rates to be used as ; 
consequence of the floating doilar. 

Barbadian manufacturers hav 
been particularly vociferous in callin; 
on their Government to institut: 
measures to offset some of the disad 
vantages of Jamaica's two-tiered ex 
change rate but Trinidad an 
Tobago. which had initially taken ; 
“wait and see” position calling fo: 
discussion at Government to Govern 
ment and CARICOM Secretariat lev 
el. has now begun to take its ow! 
action. 
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TRINIDAD MANUFACTURERS OFFER TO EASE DISPUTE WITH JAMAICA 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 26 Mar 83 p 20 


[Text } 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Tnn- 
idad, March 25(CANA): 
Manufacturers in Tnn- 

idad and Tobago have sug- 

gested tour “politically 
acceptable” alternatives 
short of the ideal solution 
ot totaily dismantling the 

Jamaican parallel currency 

exchange rate system, cur- 

rently disrupting intra-re- 
gional trade. 

+ The Trinidad and To 

ago Manufacturers Asso- 

ciation (TTMA)! pointed 
out that since the parallel 
rate 1s caléulated on the 

C.LF. ‘Cot, Insurance / F- 

feight) pnce of their ex- 

ports to Jamaica, it means 
that local producers are 
paving the parallel rate for 
aij their costs, including 
raw materials, packaging 
materials, labour, plant 
overheads, inland freight, 
profit and sea-treight. 
“This new price in Ja- 
maican dollars now be- 
comes the base price 
landed in Jamaica and 
when compounded by dis- 
tributors and retailers mar 


gins, the retail selling price 
is approximately 55 per 
cent higher than the price 
betore,” the TT MA %aid. 
In an analvsis of the 
working of the new sys- 
tem, the TIMA said the 
Jamaican manufacturer 
who supplies the domestic 
market would pay the par- 
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allel rate for all raw amd 
packaging material which 
he imports, while other 
costs would be in Jamaican 
currency. 


The Jamaica manutac- 
turer who sells both on the 
domestic and in the CARI- 
COM market receives an 
allocation of foreign cur- 
rency at the official rate to’ 
the extent of 80 per cent 
of his F.O.B. (Freight on 
Board) value, the Associa- 
tion said. 


And, the manufacturer 
who sells on the domestic, 
CARICOM) and extra 
CARICOM markets, gets 
an allocation of 100 per 
cent of his extra-regional 
exports of F.O.B. value in 
foreagn currency. 

IN THIS CASE, the 
Trinidadians said, 50 per 
cent of the Jamaican’s pro- 
ceeds in the foreign cur- 
rency would be his to do 
as he pleases. He couid 
either purchase raw materi- 
als or exchange it tor Ja- 
maican dollars. | 

As a consequence, savs 
the TTMA, the Jamaican 
manufacturer has several 
options and advantages 
over his CARICOM coun- 
terparts, especially in the 
domestic marker. 4 

TTMA said the psob- 
lems could be solved by: 
(a) disallowing the alloca- 
tion of “otficial” rare tor- 
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eign exchange for exports, 
(b) forcing Jamaicans to 
pay ‘for all non-CARI 
COMS maternal inputs at 
the “parallel” rate, exclud- 
ing whatever leaks from 
his non-CARICOM alloca- 


tion, 

‘c) converting -!! CARI- 
COM exports tc Jamaica 
at the “official” rate, ex- 
cept the content of non- 
CARICOM raw and pack- 
aging materials, which 
would be converted at the 
“parallel” rate: and 

(d) fixing the “parallel” 
rate for a period of time so 
as to avoid confusion. 

With the ‘CARICOM 
exports to Jamaica being 
converted ar the official 
rate, the Tmnidad man- 
ufacturers say their export- 
ers would have the parallel 
rate applied only to their 
non-CARICOM  matenial 
inputs. 

This will encourage the 
Tnnidad manutacturer to 
purchase local or regional 
materials, they said. 

IN FIXING THE PAR- 
ALLEL RATE for a pen 
od, the Trinidad 
manutacturers said it must 
be remembered that the 
manufacturer in Jamaica 
was in a much better posi- 
tion to purchase parallel 
rate money at a more fa- 
vourable rate than the 





Trinidad counterpart. 
thousands of miles away. 
They said it these sug- 
gestions were put info et- 
fect, the following would 
resuli: 
@ the concept of encour- 
aging non-CARICOM ex- 
ports by Jamaican 
manufacturers would still 
stand, 
@ puting the official 
stamp in the black market 
for foreign currency would 
still stand, and 
@ the CARICOM market 
would be treated as a do- 
mestic market by all coun- 
tries and trade should not 


be endangered. 
However, the Tnnidad 
manutacturers conceded 


that their Jamaican coun- 
terparts would raise the 
point that their local raw 
and packaging matenals 
would cost more because 
their local suppliers would 
be buying their inputs at 
parallel rates, which would 
not’ apply to the Trinidad 
manutacturer. 

“ “We feel,” the muan- 
ufacturers said, “thar ths 
disadvantage to the Jamai- 
can manufacturer would 
be balanced by the leakage 
of his non-CARICOM tor- 
eign exchange into the do- 
mestic market raw material 
inputs ”. 
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BARBADOS’ ADAMS VIEWS CURRENCY RELATIONS WITH TRINIDAD 


Call for End to Restrictions 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 17 Mar 83 pl 


[Text ] 


Wednesday, ( 


, Trinidad, 

A) -— 
Barbados’ Prime Mtnister— 
Tom Adams, has made a 


strong plea for oil rich 
Trinidad idad and Tobago to relax 
restrictions on its nationals 


spending local currency 
within the Caribbean Com- 


PORT OF SP 


its way to Miami. 

However, he said that “we 
enforce the rules in Barbados 
about Trinidadians not being 
allowed to remit money to any 

except Trinidad more 


poten | “oa rhaps we 
ae te on Bar- 


on ye 
its currency to be freely 
convertibie in the region, Mr. 
Adams said: ‘‘Let me put it 
this way. Barbados, by 
Trinidad , iS a poor 
country. We have no foreign 

e to talk about: Yet, 
every dian is free to 
carry up to $1500 (Bds $1 
equal 50 cents US) in Bar- 


badian currency to Trinidad to 
do what he likes with it.’’.. . 
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He added: “And when the 
Trinidad Central Bank 
ts it to us, we have to 
ds teen ct testes coos 
t with foreign 
holdings of $290 million, I 
would like to think that 
Trinidad with f reserves 
of $6 billion allow its 
citizens a little latitude in 
coming to Barbados with 
Barbados had first made its 
call for Trinidad and Tobago 
to put its currency back on the 
open regional market last 


However, soon after, 
Trinidad and Tobago's 
Minister in the Ministry of” 
Finance, Senator Anthony 
Jacelon, declared that there 
was no way the country would 
go back to the days of open 
conversion because of the 
large scale leakage of funds. 


_ Prime Minister Adams, 


exchange, related an incident 
in which he claimed a 
Trinidad businessman wanted 
to buy a store in Barbados and 
was willing to pay cash in 
Barbados currency which he 
had in a suitcase. 























Commitment to Floating Currency 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 18 Mar 83 p 3 


{Text} 


CSO: 


PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad, Thursday 
(CANA) — Barbados’ Prime Minister, Tom 
Adams, says his country will stick by its 
decision to float its currency against the 
Jamaican dollar, the Express newspaper 
here reported. ' 
The Barbados action was taken in 
retaliation to Jamaica's decision last January 


to set oes Gna Coe 
system that resulted in a more r 
eee hike to toe salah peices of Darboden 


goods on the Jamaica market. bat 
Jamaica reacted to the Barbados decision 


by suspending dealings in Barbados 
currency. 

Since then, governors from onal Cen- 
tral Banks have met in Trini and said 


suggestions have been made, but no action 


has been taken to restore normalcy-to intra- 


regional trade. Jamaica has said it will not 
dismanue the new system. 

‘Barbados has taken a decision and nothing 
has happened so far to dictate an alteration of 
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that decision.’ 

He added that it was expected that the 
Caricom Multi-lateral Clearing Facility 
(CMCF), the body that regulates trade in the 
region, will continue bilateral and multi- 
lateral discussions with Jamaica and ner 
trading partners ‘“‘and a solution may be 
arrived at in the fullness of time.” 

Asked if the Barbados action was in breach 
of International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
vegulations as suggested by Jamaica, Adams 
said the IMF was guilty of breaking its own 
rules as it must have done.in allowing 
Jarnaica to introduce the two-tiered system. 


‘“We certainly have not had any complaints 
addressed to us from the about the 
matter,’’ Mr. Adams said, adding: “‘It hasn't 
been raised or discussed.”’ 

He explained that ‘‘one or two”’ items have 
been exempted from the Barbados currency 
float, such as government payments ‘‘but 
commercial transactions will proceed on a 
bilateral basis.’ 
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CARIBBEAN LABOR LEADER EXAMINES ONGOING UNION STRUGGLE 








Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 23 Mar 83 p 2 


(Texte PR ans 5 ‘Treasurer of the” portraying the trade union as —_— news headlines.” Mr Bonadie 
Caribbean Congress of Labour _the roof of all ov~ economic said. 
Le - t es “re buts few He noted that some weil 
has been commenting on countri 
ongoing struggies of the examples.” — ee — Fae 
labour movement in the Mr. Bonadie indicated that, advantag 
Cari trade — a cline poten ace of the labour 
trade union are either en for movement. 
saith said that the a clear or “‘lost’’ in headlines He said the Political Leader 
vision for it to survive and that He said that last weekend of the People’s Progressive 
if that vision was lost it would he heard a radio report that Party (PPP) in Guyana, who 
cease to be a — democratic for Third By. countries ~ =. — of that omy An 
imstitution ** our people Trinidad obago ; union, 
will perish.” Lucia had the highest per the CCL to investigate what 
Mr. Bonadie was last centage of man-hours Icst he termed abuges of the trade 
Monday ta. wetk- a through strikes, accerding » ro ald the Government of 
opening of a week-lung statistics compi y the 
seminar 2. ‘Trade an international Labour Mr. Bonadie said when 
a the "Barbados Workers. OTA tty == 
Union ( BWU) Labour oa. a, . according “ how qupperted the acta @ the 
fest _ Bonadie, media ne Pf 
me By ace hed mentioned that St. Lucian aes y aks ae ¥ 
credited with having the workers had taken strike = _—" shoul 
shortest memories of all action to prevent a rather !iminated: 
in the world, hence our § chaotic situation from con- ‘‘In one breath he calls for 
exploit this charac- _tinuing in their country help and in another he sup- 
teristic in their dealing with —,, ports worst actions,” the CCL 
...a country in which you official said 
a me oe had three and a half Prime ; 
ease with which = Ministers in three and a half Mr. Bonadie submitted that 
Sera erections ot trade. Years. and a country that was fur trade unionists and trade 
pce lng on yoored hl. in 80ing to een — unions _ 
fought to see who wou! National Development they 
Suriname, the pe Moc cae + — 4 Prime Ministers, must be free and this freedom 
a f ‘— at the unity of the trade unions in = must nut contain itself to 
py BE their determination to prevent = national boundaries. 
statesman, Robert Bradshaw, further decline and preserve ‘As a Caribbean people it is 
ete f ' the democratic process in the - | 
by the authorities in St. Kitts- country was lost in the 'Mperative that we 
Nevis and the obsession with  S@me y brother's keeper’ he said. 
CSO: 3298/4486 
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IDB REPORT; 1982 A POOR YEAR FOR S. AMERICA, CARIBBEAN 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 21 Mar 83 pl 
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COUNTRY SECTION ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


ACLM DANGER: GOVERNMENT URGED TO TAKE FIRM STAND 
St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 19 Feb 83 p 6 


[Article by “The Watchful Eye”: "The Un-Timely Birth of the ACLM Red/Boy 
99/C. Target”) 


{(Text}] The failure of a letter to reach one of the ACLM [Antigua Caribbean 
Liberation Movement] top men in Cuba, had sparked off a big row in the inner 
circle of the rank and file of the ACLM 


On the 7-1-83 a young girl went to the G.P.0. in St. John's to post a letter 
to a certain youth of the ACLM in Cuba via Grenada. The girl was asked by 
the clerk at the Post Office, why all these numbers on the front of the letter? 


And who is the sender? 


The girl looked around and said to the clerk that she will be back, the girl 
left and Post Office by the north door, went to a vegetable tray to buy some 
French Cabbage and Lettuce, the girl then took a taxi outside Brysons. While 
getting into the car, the girl dropped some letters. The wind came and took 
them into the gutter, a white lady went to the aid of the girl by helping to 


collect the letters from the gutter water. 


‘ What the girl did ‘not no money, for the bakery, 
know is ‘that one letter is not doing so well, and 
was left floating under a 

car. When gone the letter, that Selvin Walter is doing 
was picked up and read. damn good, and we must 
Inside the letter anticipate of teaching him 
were code numbers and a lesson, The letter went 
names. Let us look at one on to speak about the re- 
such code. like Red/Boy trial of George Walter and 
99-C. Fiash Basin Tar- how Robert Hail came to 

get the ‘‘Birth’’. Atten- the ACLM asking them to 
tion R,B 677 G.C, YX Build- lirs up with the PLM to 

in T.C, Room RR. fight the UPM., 

The next interesting The 2 page letter went on 
thing in the letter is these to speak of Bird will soon 
words, Hill Side Operation resign, because Ins health 
Baby - Boy. is unstable and that the 

ACLM must be ready to 

The rest of the letter harassed everyone till the 
was talking about a motor govt, crumbles, 
and blades for the Solar 

stem there The letter went on to 
7 — 7 thank the boys for sending 


16 

















CSO: 


3298/473 


the gift of $158,431.00 to 
help buy the necessaries 
from overseas, And said 
that the man in Antigua is 
helping them with informa- 
tlon as regarding the move- 
ment of govt, 

The letter ends in asking 
for more funds to buy more 
beef and sheep, and to heip 
off-set the loss inthe paper. 
And that the movement 
needs a mini-bus to take 


members to various meet- | 





ings. _ 
Qn the 22-2-83 at 11.15 
am the letter was drgped 
at the corner of Crvss and 
Tanner Streets by the Peo- 
pies Food Store, A lady 
picked up the letter, looked 
at it and took it inside the 


Shop in less than two minutes. 
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@ne woman came out an3 
wot upsta.rs into the As 
of the ACLM, That was the 
end of the letter. 
The question one must 
ask is do this govt. aware 
of what is going on in the 
minds of those ACLM boys? 
From the contents of the 
letter no matter how one 
may look at it, there is 
a threat over this country. ° 
‘and I am saying that it is 
high time that we the peo- 
ple of this country open our 
eyes as to what iS going on, 
The time has come for 
us to stand firm behind our 
govt, and tell all those who 
wanted power to go to hell, 
The birth of the ACLM is 
not foretold and will never 


be _ 

















COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


ARMY COMMANDER ON STRIKES, AMNESTY LAW, ARMY REORGANIZATION 
PY251330 Guenos Aires DYN in Spanish 1818 GMT 23 Mar 83 


[Text] Cordoba, 23 Mar (DYN)--Today Army Commander Gen Cristino Nicolaides 
expressed his opposition to "political speculation which is based on dis- 
ruptive statements" and announced that militarymen "will not limit them- 
selves to only listening to criticisms or repudiating offences; but are ready 
for action." At the same time Nicolaides disclosed that he will meet with the 
other commanders and President Reynaldo Bignone to discuss the strikes sched- 
uled for Monday. 


At noon today General Nicolaides delivered a strong speech to military per- 
sonnel at the army garrison located in this province and later on held a brief 
press conference with local journalists. This afternoon Commander Nicolaides 
will return to the federal capital thus ending a 2-day visit to Cordoba. 


When the journalists asked him his opinion on the general strike ordered by 
the two national labor unions for next Monday he said he had only learned 
about this decision here in Cordoba. 


He said that "I am going to discuss this issue with the other commanders and 
the president of the nation when I return to Buenos Aires" and added that "I 
reserve my personal opinion." 


In referring to the economic measures recently implemented by the government at 
the suggestion of the military junta he stated that "an agreement was reached 
regarding the analysis carried out by the junta, the president and the economy 
minister and now work is being carried out on some adjustments on this agree- 
ment; for the time being there are no disagreements" he pointed out. 


Regarding the electoral process he stated that "the army is not promoting any 
ideas or proposing any names; it is maintaining an impartial attitude." 


He once again denied rumors that the army had contact with former President 
Maria Martinez de Peron which he called " wmething impossible to arrange and 


pointless." 


Concerning the possibility of advancing the date to hand over power he said 
that no "changes in the date" can be foreseen because "it is in the hands of 
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"the president of the nation and that if the political parties themselves make 
any suggestions the president will analyze them and the issue will then be dis- 


cussed by the military junta." 


Nicolaides declined to make any statement on what percentage the salary in- 
crease would be because he had no "definite figures." 


The commander then pointed out that the fact that the anniversary of the mili- 
tary process will only be commemorated with a mass is due to nothing in par- 
ticular but only to the current Argentine situation. 


Nicolaides pointed out that "the top national leaders (politicians) are be- 
ginning to recognize their responsibility" and that “constructive criticism 
is necessary in order to change behavior" but that "offenses and insults, 
especially those launched against persons and institutions are something 


quite different." 


He admitted that "something is being done" about a future amnesty law for “the 
excesses committed during the struggle against subversion" and that "a law 
which will be called a ‘law of national appeasement,’ which in principle will 
allegedly contain a solution to project us towards the future, free of any more 
problems and free of the vestiges of subversion which permanently burden us, 

is also being studied mainly by the army and a joint team." 


As for the trial of those persons responsible for committing excesses, he 
Stated that "some of those abuses have already been punished and that the 
commission in charge of investigating the crimes are already purging those who 
have been found guilty and who are being tried by military courts." 


Further on he stated that there will be no military promotions at the end of 
the year. 


When he was asked about the navy'‘s decision to never again interupt a demo- 
cratic government and his previous statements in which he refrained from giv- 
ing an opinion Nicolaides stated: "I fully ratify what I said previously." 


When he was about about the air forces’ decision not to decorate its war veter- 
ans and only decorate those who were killed or wounded during the war over the 
Malvinas, as opposed to the army and navy's decision, he stated that “he re- 
spected the decisions taken by the other forces; the air force knows what it 

is doing and I respect its decision." 


He reiterated that the military junta had approved the president's stance at 
the New Delhi summit and pointed out that "the general staff is permanently" 
working on the reorganization of the army taking the Malvinas war experiences 
into account. He commented that as a consequence the use of infrared sights, 
radars and other elements is being studied. 


When he was asked, "What purpose has the national reorganization process 
served," he answered that "it served many purposes, many of which can only be 
explained by those who experienced them." Nevertheless, he admitted that 
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although "many positive things" have been achieved, "many mistakes have been 
made." 


In his message entitled "An Appeal to the Cadres for a National Pacification" 
read to the officers, the commander pointed out that "the Argentine nation 
fought a cruel war against subversion" and that the armed forces "fought 
against terrorism in an attempt to wipe it out" and "managed to eradicate 
violence and terror from our land." 


After referring to the current "peace" and "security" prevailing in the country, 
he stated that “after many years of struggle, the republic is now experiencing 
the difficult phase which leads to the full implementation of the institutions 
and definite establishment of democracy within the framework of unrestricted 
respect for the national constitution." 


He called for "stability and firmness" in the political system and asked for 
"a genuine and profound national pacification." He described it as "a pacifi- 
cation finally wiping away hatred and mistakes; overcoming resentments and ac- 
cusations; covering unconstructive disputes and unjustified offences, under 
the cloak of the magnanimity of a true reconciliation based on solid Christian 
convictions and put at the service of the high interests of the republic." 


He stated: "It should be an effective and fruitful pacification which frees 
the spirits from the anguish, uncertainty and fear of a renewal of death and 
violence; which makes it possible to expand activities and overcome distrust; 
which makes up look toward the future, overcoming the hard experiences we 
have gone through and replacing vengeance and lack of understanding with a 
generous attitude of fraternal cooperation." 


He then stated that "nothing will be solid and strong, lasting and stable, if 
we continue exhausting ourselves in sterile confrontation and in the mean at- 
titude of mutual distrust." He added: "We know that we have made mistakes 
and shown weaknesses and shortcomings; we fully and humbly admit them." 


He further said that (the military) accepts "earnest and constructive critic- 
ism" with "the same readiness that we reject political speculation which re- 
lies on preachments that tear down or are vague abuse which leads to skepti- 
cism and to the weakening of the republic through weakening its basic institu- 
tions.” He stressed: “But we will not limit ourselves to listening to the 
criticism or rejecting the abuse; we are ready for action." 


Nicolaides stated that "we will strive with all means to see that proper punish- 
ment is meted out to those who have broken the law. It will obviously be the 
task of the courts to establish guilt and punishment according to the trial 


rules in force." 


In conclusion, Nicolaides asked for the "conciliation of wills" and expressed 
his "faith in the success in this vital enterpise." The army commander, who ar- 
rived in this province yesterday morning, visited and inspected the army units 
in this city and held converences with the headquarters staff of the III Corps 
whose commander, Maj Gen Eugenio Guanabens Perello, accompanied him during the 


visit. 


CSO: 3348/314 
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"HERALD' SCORES CLERIC FOR CRITICIZING PLP GOVERNMENT 


Nassau THE HERALD in English 10 Mar 83 p 2 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


HOUSE NAMES SELECT COMMITTEE TO PROBE VIOLENCE IN ELECTIONS 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 18 Mar 83 p 1 


{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpt] 


TWO CABINET Ministers 
were among five members of 
the House of Assembly 
appointed by Speaker Suir 
Clifford Darling to a select 


committee to _ investigate 
violence with opposition 
Leader Kendal Isaacs as 
chairman. 


The Ministers named to the 
committee, which ended two 
days of debate, were Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Finance Arthur Hanna, and 


Minister of Housing and 
National Insurance Hubert 
Ingraham. 


Also appointed were Free 


National Movement MP for 
Montagu, Orville Turnquest, 
and Progressive Liberal Party 
MP for Cat Island, Ervin 
Knowles. 

The Committee was 
appointed by Sir Clifford after 
the unanimous consent of the 
House at 8:20 pm. 

The committee is to 
investigate violence and its 
relationship (if any) to politics 
during the period 1970-72, 
particularly the events of Lewis 
Yard, Grand Bahama, the 1970 
no-confidence vote in the 
Prime Minister in the House 
and the Perpall Track murder 
of Barry Major. 

The mover for the 
committee’s appointment, 
FNM Chairman and Pine Ridge 
MP, Cecil Wallace Whitfield, 
was the last person to speak on 
the motion. 

The appointment of two 
Cabinet Minsters is the first 
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‘uphold _ the 


time in many years that 
Cabinet members have been 
included in a select committee 
of the House. 

Speaker Sir Clifford Darling 
said a lot of information was 
given to the House and the 
nation during the debate on 
the appointment of _ the 
committee to “investigate 
political violence and crimes in 
the Bahamas during 1970-72.” 

**I believe,” Sir Clifford told 
the House, “this is the most 
important committee I have 
appointed during my six years 
in office as your Speaker.” 

Sir Clifford said it was his 
hope that the committee 
would bring back a “true 
report”’ to the House “whereby 
we can set the record straight 
not only for this House, but 
also to set guidlines for the 
youth of our nation, who will 
one day be our future 
parliamentarians.” 

“All of us were elected as 
honourable men to serve this 
young nation; therefore let us 
dignity and 
principles of this ancient 
parliament, striving alwavs to 
move forward, upward and 
onward together with love and 
respect for the political views 
of each other,” Sir Clifford 
said. 

Winding up the two-day 
debate, Mr Whitfield 
questioned the motive of Prime 
Minister Sir Lynden Pindling 
for seconding the motion and 
proceeding to read statements 
of three convicted and 
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executed murderers and a 
ey former supporter of the 


Mr Whitfield said this former 
FNM supporter, Ernest Barry 
Thompson, now occupies a 
plush office downtown and 
enjoys the protection of the 
authonities. 

The executed killers, whose 
statements were read by the 
Prime Minister were Wendell 
“Red” Burrows and Philip 
“Polka” Homes, hanged in 
October 1974, for the August, 
1972, murder of FNM 
supporter Raymond Barry 
Major; and Errol “Claw” Dean. 
hanged in 1976 for the 1975 
murder of Detective Inspector 
Henderson Norville. 


He said the Prime Minister as 
a lawyer should know that the 
statements of the dead men are 
of no evidential value and can 
only slander a person. 

In some of the statements, 
Mr Whitfield was alleged to 
have ordered the burning and 
beating up of PLP supporters 
and to have Major “fixed up.” 

The men from whom 
statements were taken, were 
allegedly part of the FNM’s 
security force during the 1972 
general elections. 

M: Whitfield wanted to 
know where the Prime Minister 
got the statements from 
because they were not made 
during the trial of the men and, 
therefore, could not be on the 
Supreme Court files. 

He said that if he got them 
from the police, then by what 
authority did he get them? 

He said it was amazing to see 
a pamphlet which’ was 
distributed door-to-door during 
{ne 1982--campaign attacking 
FNM leaders over the 1972 
murder of Major. containing 
statements made by the dead 
men. 

He said he did not believe 
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Mr Jeffrey Thompson who ran 
against him for the PLP in Pine 
Ridge, would stoop so low. 

He also said he did not 
believe that North Andros MP 
Loftus Roker, would stoop so 
low. The pamphiets’ were 
distributed in the’ two 
mentioned constituencies. 

He asked whether the 
statements Sir Lynden read 
came from the Prison file, and 
if so by what authority, or 
whether. from the Royal 
Prerogative of Mercy 
Committee, to which a 
Minister of the Government 
had access? 

“This abuse of power is the 
most disturbing feature of 
them all,” Mr Whitfield said, 
questioning the Prime 
Minister’s motive for reading 
the statements, which he called 
inadmissible in a court of law 
as evidence. 

At the time of Major's 
death, Mr Whitfield said FNM 
public relations . officer. P 
Anthony White. had said that 
the killing had been done by 
PLP warlords. He himself 
believed it — until Humes and 
Burrows were charged with the 
murder -—- and he was 
“shocked.” 

Before closing Mr Whitfield, 
on behalf of a Miss Virgil of 
West Street, denied that she 
called Youth Minister Kendal 
Nottage a “‘sissy’’ and pelted 
him with a sour lime. 

Mr Nottage, who made the 
allegation in his address on the 
violence debate yesterday, 
reiterated that he did hear Miss 
Virgil call him a “sissy” and 
that he was hit by a lime 
thrown by her. 

Mr Whitfield. who told the 
House that he thought the 
Minister was mistaken when he 
made the charge, said he only 
spoke on her behalf as she 
could not defend herself or 
answer the accusations. 




















COUNTRY SECTION 


[Text ] HOUSE OF Assembly 
members voted Wednesday for 
the appointment. of three 
: govern ment-sponsored select 
committees after the first full 

‘day of debate since the 
» Christmas suspension. 
:: The committees appointed 
Benn to consider the social 
ity and welfare services; 
bour and industrial relations, 
“job creation and employment, 
; and ways and means by which 
young talents can be 
“productively mobilised in the 
effort of national development. 

















outh talent committee was St 
ohn’s he. Peters Bethel (PLP) 
with Fort Charlotte MP 










MP Arthur Foulkes (FNM) as 
mem bers. 

Mr Mackey, who is so 
Deputy Speaker, was 
“appointed to chair the Social 
-Security committee, which has 
‘as members Bain Town MP Dr 
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Appointed to chair the | 





Norman Gay (PLP) Salem MP 
David Knowles (PLP) 
Yamacraw MP Mrs Janet 
Bostwick (FNM) and High 
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THREE SELECT COMMITTEES TO STUDY EMPLOYMENT, WELFARE ISSUES 





Rock MP Maurice Moore 
(FNM). 

Salem MP David Knowles, 
who recently resigned as 
afliamentary secretary to the 

istry of Labour, was 
appointed to chair the Labour 
committee whose appointment 
he moved yesterday. 

Other members. are: 
Northern Long Island and San 
Salvador MP Philip Smith 
(PLP) Rock Sound MP James 
Moultrie (PLP), Marco City MP 
C A Smith (FNM) and Official 
Opposition FNM Leader 
Kendal Isaacs, MP for 
Delaporte. — 

Also yesterday, Speaker Sir 
Clifford Darling communicated 
to the House a certificate sent 
by Election Court judges Sir 
Dennis Malone and Mr 
Kenneth Henry saying that 
Holy Cross MP Charlies Carter 
retained his seat following the 
dismissal of a petition against 
him by defeated FNM 
candidate Cedric Parker. 

Sir Clifford also 
congratulated Prime Minister 
Sir Lynden Pindling on being 
so “distinctly recognized” by 
Her Majesty the Queen, who 


had bestowed a knighthood on 
him. 
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TEACHERS UNION ASSAILS GOVERNMENT OVER EDUCATION POLICIES 


Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 8 Mar 83 ppl, 8 


{Article by Anthony Forbes] 


(Text } 


‘ GOVERNMENT should first. 
a adequate facilities so 

uag people can be educated | 
vith th dignity if they really want ' 
to nurture positive attitudes in 


them, the Bahzmas Union. of ' 


Teachers said Sunday. 
they can set the. 


“Secondly, 
example of hand work,. 


efficiency and thrift in’ 
Government, 


"* the union said 
in 2 press statement in response 
to criticisms of irresponsible 
behaviour -made against the 


Nottage. 

“If the Minister and his 
colleagues really want to 
gurture positive attitudes in 
our young people they can 
begin to do so by firstly 
providing adequate facilities so 
that our young people can be 
educated with dignity,” the 
union said. 

It said govemment can also 

encourage the tolerance of 
ideas and opinions which differ 
from their own. 
' **Fourthly, and perhaps 
more importantly, the 
government through sensibly 
planned policies can make it 
possible that all our young 
people can be gainfully 
employed,” the union said. 

During last week's debate in 
the House of Assembly, Mr 
Nottage criticised the BUT and 
opposition FNM for display ing 
**negative examples” of 
leadership by supporting 
February's protests by C C 
Sweeting students. 
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Mr Nottage said that to’ 
mobilise the productive talents . 
of young people, those with 
responsibilities, must be careful 
of what they do in terms of 
example and leadership. 

In its response saenelie 
the union said that the 
“assinine utterings” of Mr.’ 
Nottage are typical of what. 
passes for government in the- 
Bahamas today. 

It accused Mr Nottage of 
trying to blame the union for 
the fact that “after 16 years as 
the government, the education 
system is a shambles, and 
Bahamian young people are 
refusing to be duped by the 
Ongoing stream of empty 
promises, and are becoming 
alienated from the system.” 

More particularly, the union 
said, after five years as Minister 
he has ‘‘few tangible 
achievements to show for it.” 

The union said the Minister’s 
statements also show that he 
and his colleagues § are 
politicians first, second and 
last, without even the 
suggestion of being statesmen. 

‘*They accept no 
responsibility for the fact that 
very little works in the country 
even though they have 
controlled things for the last 
16 years. 

“After all, there is alwavs 
some union to be blamed. 
some public servants, whom it 
is claimed frustrates the 
government, and in the finsl 

analysis they can always blaine 
an opposition which thev 








BAHAMAS 
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pretend to hold in contempt,” 
the union said. 


the Minister has conveniently, 
forgotten that for years 


: 


flr 
i 
a Uf 


f 


demoastrations at the 


patticular episode was 


It ssid that viewers were able 


. &@ one an orderly, almost jovial’ 
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Minister claimed the 
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observed.” * 
“Of course this is in keeping 
with the *s concept 


take to the street 
and demonstrate agzinst 


by 
demonstrating, they do so by 
legislating.” 2 


| 
- meee 




















COUNTRY SECTION BAHAMAS 


BRIEFS 


INCREASE IN CONSTRUCTION--IN the first quarter of 1982, 487 construction per- 
mits with an estimated value of $33.6 million were approved for New Provi- 
dence, compared with 296 valued at $14.7 million in the same period of the 
previous year. The majority of these permits (448) were for the construction 
of private homes; 37 were for commercial or industrial establishments, and two 
(2) permits were issued for the construction of public buildings. IN Grand 
Bahama for the first quarter of 1982, the number of construction permits 
granted increased by 64.3% over the same period of 1981 from 42 to 69. The 
increase in value was from $3.8 million to $7.4 million or 94.7%. IN the 
Family Islands for the first quarter of 1982, there were 106 permits valued at 
$4.1 million approved compared with 67 valued at $2.3 million in the first 
quarter of 1981. Of these, there were 25 permits valued at $1.3 million in 
Abaco, 28 permits valued at $835,000 in Andros and 29 valued at $814,000 in 
Eleuthera. THE report also shows that during the first quarter of 1982, 276 
buildings valued at $19.1 million were started in New Providence compared with 
220 valued at $61.9 million in the first quarter of 1981, and 151 were con- 
pleted at a value of $17.0 million, compared with 133 valued at $8.7 million 
in the first quarter of 1981. IN Grand Bahama, construction was started on 59 
buildings valued at $6.2 million with 19 valued at $1.6 million recorded as 
completed, during the first quarter. [Nassau THE HERALD in English 10 Mar 83 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


DLP’S HAYNES CHARGES COUNTRY DRIFTING TOWARD DICTATORSHIP 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 17 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


BARBADOS is 
drifting ht ay 
tatorship. 

This charge was made 


yesterday by 
member. Dr. Richie 


Haynes, during his con- 
tribution to the debate on 
the Administration of 
Electoral Laws section of 
the 1963-84 Estimates. 


Haynes. resuming his speech 
at the beginning of the afternoon 
session of the debate, declared 
he was concerned about the 
undermining of the electoral 
system, the buildup of the 
military and the drifting of 
power away from Parliament, all 
of which he stated were the 
growing signs of a dictatorship in 
the island 

“We must be concerned about 
problems,.”’ he stated, ad- 

ding that where the administra- 
tion of electoral! laws was con- 
cerned. now was the time to en- 
sure that mistakes made during 
the last elections were not 


ted 
Opposition member for 
St. ——_ South-Central said a 
boundaries commission had to be 
te be and a correct and = 
list voters made 


ee t the electoral list 
wont thin Goer ile tine ox 
tained more errors than that list 
issued at the last election and on 
it were the names of many per- 
sons not eligible to vote. 
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that during the 
last ye oa ‘thousands of Bar- 
badians’’ were ‘functionally 
disenfranchised’ when they 
ound their names were not in 
their home districts. 

He added that a number of 
elected persons won their seats 
. a few votes” and since they 

knew there were a number of 

people in their constituency who 
didn't vote, they ‘‘must feel some 
disquiet they didn't really win 
a seats.” 

Dr. Haynes suggested the in- 
troduction of ““Scrutineers’’, per- 
sons from both parties who 
would be able to ensure that per- 
sons from their home districts 
were included on the electoral 
roll when the final registration 
list was made out. 

On the question of electoral of- 
ficers, the suggestion was made 
that they should ‘‘listen to Redif- 
fusion’’ and note the names of 
persons who had died or check 
the Registration Department for 
deaths, to ensure that dead per- 
sons were removed from the 
electoral list. 

“We have to look at the whole 
question of registration and a 
proper electoral list with great 
seriousness.’ Dr. Haynes stated. 
noting that in many other coun- 
tries the keeping of an up-to-date 
electoral list was an oing 
process, such an exercise being 
the basis of democracy because 
“unless you have idence in 
the electoral process, then 
sooner or later problems will 
develop in the society." 
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COLUMNIST SCORES U.S. POLICY ON, DESTABILIZATION OF GRENADA 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 22 Mar 83 p 4 


[Article by Neville Linton] 


[Text ] 


GRENADA this month 
celebrated the fourth an- 
niversary of the takeover 
by the New Jewel Move 
ment {NJM) and the 
establishment of a 
People’s Revolutionary 
Government. but the 
general stvie of the event 
was in striking contrast 
'9 previous veers 


In Grenada itsel! the celebre- 
nons. while enthusastic. were on 
a smelier scale than in pest 
vears 


This was because several fac- 
‘ors such as the pessing of time 
and therefore the weering away 
of the sense of novelty. the grow- 
ing acceptance of the regime at 
home. the need to conserve finan- 

ial resources in a time of in 
creasing worldwide economic 
stringency, the busy schedule of 
officials at all levels in Grenade. 
the decertrelisation of the 


reasons. there is also the st 


usually ritual editorials of con- 
demnation. but also over the last 
six months in 

Given the intensity of the et- 
tention in the pest. particulerly 
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in the Trinidad Press. the reiaxa- 
tion 1s an interesting develop 
men! 

It could be sumpiy because of 
the passage of time It is siso 
possibly because of the aura of 
acceptance which the PRG 
"egume gained by its attendance 
anc competen' performance a’ 
the isst CARICOM Heeds of 
Government meeting. wher< 
rather than being criticised the. 
came out relatively unscathec 


It might also be because ihe 
pees ee Se ae Sate 
ve also abated somewhat over 


! 
| 


The 
ilies 
fiir 
Hse 


er 
5, cet : 
Tl 
nat 


be positive news of 
Grenada emanating from the 
celebretions. 
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satisfied about — apert from the 
well anown econum« initiatives 
in industrielisation and the 


The support from the socialist 
ent some Ared sictes Cannot 
mase up for thus loss. It is 
therefore ail the more crucial 
the’ it be able to tap the globe! 
end: sources of fund- 
ne — such as the World Bank 


-reaaes anc the former. enc 
utenade » recent proposal to the 


*. Dele. Nor-Ahaned 
+ monitoring bods on the IMF 


re *o b seen mn tus ‘ontex! 
rta nlv other Com- 
soneweaith Cortes —_— 
sould support Gr on 
issues since global financis: 
eorganisetions. as @ matter of 
principle. should be funding ail 
member stetes and not be 
dominated by the Cold Wer in- 
terests of the United States. 
Moreover. sometime eerily ip 
the next four yeers. the Trinidad 
an¢ lobego government should. 
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in the more ratiuna! climate of 
the post-Williams period. decid- 
to admit Grenada to its own 
t Aid Fund 
Ww on, siways alert to 
its own interests even gives aid to 
Communist States en 
via and Poland. and the 
has also given aid to non- 
Communist states eg. t 
It would be short-sighted for us 
in the region not to give aid to a 
state on the besis of divisions 
which are by no means a+ 
oo | aad egy 4 
‘af protagonists. Grenade 
has @ regime more seriousl\ 
dedicated to a true developmen: 
peth than most in the region. and 
thus deserves support. 
rt. in Grenade certainly 
ts the people end not a 
privete economic sector. an elite 
or @ government as is often the 
case in the Third World 
ene visible aoe of 
ation heip to pro 
wry buffer. or at least a 
restraint. on American 
destabilisation attempts. It is in 
the interest of all CARICOM 
ments to limit United 
States intervention in this region. 
A reversed escalation of ten 


a] ceechega 5 E 
Minaya 
veltit fegtetl 
LE 
sallests lie! 


activities. that it is a very smal! 
state with its own urgent 
riorites and is not about to 
@ security pewn for 

Cube or Mexico is the overriding 
reality which still needs to be ap 
preciated by the Reagan regime. 
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OPPOSITION URGES FORMATION OF ELECTORAL COMMISSION 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 17 Mar 83 p 2 


{Text } 


CSO: 


The Opposition Democratic 
Labour Party (DLP) 
yesterday renewed its calls to 
Government to set up an 
Electoral and Boundaries 
ay he DLP’s calls 

t s 
was that party's St. Michael 
West MP nford Taitt who 
said it was a f 
issue in the ay. 

Mr. Taitt outlined a number 
of reasons in support of his 
call, among them being that a 
general election could be 
called before 1986 given what 
he said was the disparity 
hetween cabinet ministers, he 
21d also that there was a lot of 
confusion on polling day in the 
last elections and that there. 
were some 2 000 persons who 
were unable to vote because 
their names were not on the 
electoral list. . 

The DLP official said a 
Commission would assist in 
correcting these problems, 
and warned there were a 
number of people who will not 
take kindly the possibility of 
not being able to vote again. 

Mr. Taitt was ed by 
fellow cpposition MP’s Philip 
Greaves, Harold Blackman, 
aad Maurice King. 

Blackman said that free and 


fair elections were fun- 
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damental to the democratic 
system in Barbados. 


Biackman contended, was 
total confusion in the elections 
with hundreds of persons not 
being able to vote. 


He told the House his party 
was not goi to sit in 
Parliament do 


about the Government's 
inaction in effecti the 
~~ since a to 
him, between 1976-81 his party 
was told to keep an eye on 
certain procedures. 

Mr. King in endorsing the 
call asked how was it that the 
matter having received assent 
was not proclaimed. 

Another question directed at 
Government by Mr. King 
related to the circumstances 
which — keeping Govern- 
ment from establishing the 
commission 


“Until then the Government 
stands condemned’’, Mr. King 
added. 


BARBADOS 

















COUNTRY SECTION 


APPOINTMENTS TO SENATE, MINISTRY ANNOUNCED 


New BLP Senator 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 13 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text ] WHEN the Barbados Senate sits 
on Wednesday, Clarence Jem- 
mott will be taking the seet of 


former senator, Keith Rouse. 


Jemmott has been appointed 
the new Barbados Labour Party 
senator following Rouse's retire- 
ment which was announced 
vesterday. 


The 66-year-old job supervisor 
at the National Housing Corpora- 
tion (NHC), said yesterday he 
considers his appointment “a 





challenge and an achievement"’. 
He further said he enter the 
Senate bent on carrying out the 
party's policies, “whatever they 
are”. 


Former secretary, and now 
one of the first vice-presidents of 
the party, Jemmott has been in 
— for over 40 years. He was 

ten at nomination to contest 
the St. Micheal West seat by 
Kiton Mottley in 1971, and after 
that, he never offered himself 


Howell in Finance Ministry 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 13 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] ANOTHER Parliamentary 
Secretary wil} join the office of 
the Ministr\ of Finance and Plan- 
ning, from tomorrow. 

He is defeated St. Michael- 
South elections candidate. St. 
Clair Etheibert Howell, who lost 
to Erskine Sandiford in 1981. 

The BLP senator brings to 
three the number of Parliamen- 
tary Secretaries in the Prime 
Minister's office, following 
Senator O'Brien Trotman, who is 
resporsible for immigration mat- 
ters, and Clyde Griffith. who is in 
charge of energy and planning. 

The communique announcing 
Howell's appointment did not 
specily his responsibilities 

The 42-year-old senator, who 
said in 1981: ‘I would love to be 
thought of as Howell, a very good 
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lawyer and a ver 
cian. That is my 

tion’’, spent 20 years in Britain, 
where he worked as a civil “er- 


good politi- 
timate ambi- 


vant (Ministry of Defence) and 
became qualified as an electrical 
draftsman. 


He was also a member of the 


British Labour Party, and a shop 
steward in the Electrical and 
Le eg Trade Union, and 
tutored under the British Labour 
movement's stalwarts like Frank 
Cha 
brilliant 
Englishmen and the -rains of the 
Electrical Workers’ Trade Union 
in that country. 


the distinction of being 


and Leslie Cannon, both 
working-class 


It was the influences of Chap- 


om and Cannon which shaped 


8 entry into active politics. 
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BARBADOS 


as x candidate. | 
Keith Rouse, has bade | 
goodbye to active politics. 


Government, in an official 
communique yesterday, an- 
nounced Rouse's resignation 
from the Senate chamber, effec- 
tive from today, and the 50-year- 
old dental seeindaien said leter, 
that he would now be concen- 
trating on his trade and his job as 
chairman of the Sanitation Ser- 
vice Authority. 


Born at Goodland, St. Michael. 
on June 6, 1940, Howell holds the 
City and Guilds diploma in elec- 
trical installation and the Na- 
tional Certificate in Electrical 
Engineering from Battersea Col- 
lege. 

He read law at the University 
of Lo.idon, was called to the Bar 
at Inner Temple in 1977, and ad- 
mitted to practice in Barbados 
the same year. 

In addition to his legal prac- 
tice. Howell has tutored at the 
Barbados Community College. 
and also served as legal adviser 
to the Child Care Board. 

He was a member of the Carib- 
bean Broadcasting Corporation 
since 1981, and is also a member 
of the Council of the Barbados 
Ber Association. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON 


POLICE, DEFENSE FORCE ISSUES RAISED IN PARLIAMENT 


Praise for Defense Force 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 18 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


The Barbados Defence 
Force yesterday came in for 
high praise from Government 
back Roy Brathwaite 
for its role in assisting in 
arresting cane fires, aiding 
fisheries and bringing better 
attitudes to youth of the 
country. 

In one of his few 
made in the Lower ber 
since his election to the 
Chamber in 1981, the St. Lucy 
representative stoutly 
detended the force which he 
said was a must in a country 
such as Barbados. 

Noting that the i 
Democratic Labour Party 
were constantly criticising the 
spending of $14 million on 
defence, Mr. Brathwaite said 
Barbados was no longer a 
small country since it now had 
a budget of some $500 million. 


He added that under the 
Democratic Labour Party 
there was no talk of over- 
throwing Barbados and that 
party did not have to contend 
with the Cubana air crash 
when Barbados was forced to 
ask Britain for a shig to 
measure the distance of the 
crash off the island. watic 

Since 1976, he said, 
smuggling off Heywoods 
Beach had been arrested and 
residents of St. Lucy were now 
able to farm see eggs again 
because the Defence oad 
had prevented a num 
people from dynamiting fish 


in that area. 


the benefits that could accrue 
as a result of the force as 
referred to youth whom 
said were “rough to hand’’ 
after three months in 
Defence Force “they w 
now cultured.” 


z 
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; 
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Brathwaite countered that 
DLP ‘“‘had a Minister 
England and nobody talked 
about that.”’ 

The Government back- 
bencher also contended that 


: 


The St. Lucy representative 
ended his contribution to 
tumultuous applause from the 
Government benches and 
clearly audible asides from 
government’s front bench 
which said: “Some good 
country blows for the 
Opposition."’ 

















Nuclear Weapons Concern 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text } The Barbados Peace Committee (BPC) has written Prime 
Minister Tom Adams requesting information on whether 
British and U.S. naval vessels and planes visiting the island 
carry nuclear weapons and if this is so to ban such vessels 
from entering the island's territorial waters. 

In its message to Adams, who is also Minister of Defence and 
Security the BPC said that such a move would reduce the 
chances of Barbados being embroiled ‘‘in a military conflict 
and also spare the island risk of accidents involving nuclear 
weapons. 

The nuclear-powered USS John F Kennedy, an American- 
carrier left Barbados yesterday while the British HMS 
Invincible is still docked at the Bridgetown Port. 

The Peace Committee in its letter to Prime Minister Adams 
said: ‘*...let the Barbadian people know if these British and U.S 
naval vessels and planes are carrying nuclear weapons. If this 
is so, we urge you, in the name of life itself, to ban all such 
vessels entering Barbadian territoria) waters." ; 





Drop in Crime 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 19 Mar 83 pl 


(Text ] There has been 4 tremendous drop in reported crime in 
Barbados during the last nine months. 

This trend was revealed by Attorney General Mr. Louis Tull 

pena as he responded to Opposition comments about a 
el of crime ‘‘between 1977 and recently which terrified the 
entire country.” 

Mr. Tull, while not disclosing statistics. said that he did not 
believe there had been any other time in the country’s history 
when such a large decrease in reported crime had occurred as 
from June last year to March this year 

He said that the decrease ranged over the entire area of 
offences. The Attorney General also informed the House of 
Assembly that the detection rate of al] crime in Barbados was 
higher than anywhere in the United States or the United 
Kingdom. 

Opposition MP Mr. Erskine Sandiford in an earlier con- 
tribution to the debate had said that he was pleased to hear 
abdut the wane in the crime wave as far as statistics were 
concerned. 

He toid the House that from 1977 until recently. there had 
been at alest 54 cases of murder. 188 of rape, 49 of carnal 
knowlege, 85 per cent of indecent language. 377 of robberies, 
190 burglaries. 2 540 housebreakings. and 22 422 other crimes. 

He said that this meant that over the 1976 figures, 
housebreaking had increased by 122 per cent. robbery by 45 
per cent and rape by 28 per cent 

Mr. Sandiford described these figures as very alarming, 
outstripping the rate of population growth. the growth in in- 
comes and the Gross National Product 

Mr. Tull in response. however. said that the statistics which 
Mr. Sandiford had made known to the House were those up to 
1980. He said that he had the latest statistics available and 
could make them available to the Opposition member. 

















Criticism of Opposition Stand 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 19 Mar 83 p 1 


{Text ] 


Opposition MP Mr Erskine 
Sandiford has said that the 
Roval Barbados Police Force 
sif€uld be maintained as the 
prime disciplined force in 
Barbados and tnat tne 
Defence Force should be kept 
out of areas of policing unless 
invited by the Police. 

He yesterday made a 
number of recommendations 
to Government for the im- 

rovement of the Police 

orce, many of which 
Attorney General Mr. Louis 
Tull contended were already 
implemented. 
ese included: : 

— that the quality and size 
of the Force be constantly 
under review so that con- 
ditions of service could be 
improved and numerical 


Strength increased to cope 
with the functions the Force 
must carry out; 


— that improved screening 


Police-Defense Demarcation 


and recruitment procedures 
be implemented to minimise 
the chances of wrong-doing in 
the Force. 


— that the level of efficiency 
be upgraded by the revamping 
of the training programme for 
recruits new course content as 
well as courses for middle and 
upper ranks of the Force: 

— counselling services for 
each member of the Force in 
order to improve career 
prospects and ensure 
promotion on the basis of 
merit and demonstrated 
ability: 

— no discrimination against 
women, either in terms of 
recruitment access to training 
courses or advancement on 
the whole: 

— an increase in the number 
of civilian employees so that 
policemen can be rejieved of 
some of their duties: 
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(Text | 


Government Minister Mr. 
Lioyd Brathwaite has accused 
the Opposition of seeking to pit - 
the members of the Police 
Force against members of the 
Defence Force. 

Ane he has warned the 
Opposition that it was not 
playing a good game but was 
playing with fire. 

Mr. Brathwaite said in the 
House of Assembly yesterday 
hat any attempt to pit the two 
forces against each other 
would not easily succeed since 
‘he members of both forces 
came from within the same 
society 

He said that the training of 
these men and women taught 
them to respect’ the 


democratic system and to do 
all they could to defend this 
system. 

He said that no other 
Government had done more 
for the Royai Barbados Police 
Force than the Barbados 
Labour Party..‘‘and we have 
done it in a very short time 
and in a time of great dif- 
ficulties." 

He asked that the Police 
Force be given some 
breathing space after the 
difficult times it went through 
three years ago. 

Said Mr. Brathwaite: ‘‘It is 
time to allow the dust to settle 
and allow the Force to operate 
with breathing space and give 


3c 


— develop greater cohesion 
in the Force by opening up 
avenues for discussion and 
consultation among ali ranks 
of the Force: 

— full recognition be given 
to the Police Association so 
that it will be heard not only in 
matters relating to pay and 
conditions of service but aiso 
in welfare matters: 


— disciplinary procedures 
within the Force should be 
improved to ensure pubdiic 
complaints and allegations of 
misconduct against members 
of the Force were speedily and 
easily investigated ang the 
outcome made Known to tne 
complainant . 


— that an impartial Review 
Board be set up to consiGer 
complaints about which 
dissatisfaction persists 





it the encouragement it needs 
to bring itself back to the 
reputation wnicn tne country 
always had of it.” 

Attacks on the Police Force 
at this time. Mr. Brathwaite 
said. were not in the best in- 
terest of law and order. 

He said that ai! Barbados 
should support the Poiice and 
Defence Forces in their efforts 
to ensure that Barbados 
remained safe. 

He said that the public s 
response to Police appeais for 
assistance during the recent 
escape of three prisoners from 
Glendairy Prison was a 

Sitive indication § that 

rbadians were wiiling to co- 
operate with the Poiice 

















Tull on Naval Exercises 
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[Text ] 


CSO: 


Attorney General and 
Minister of External Affairs 
Mr. Louis Tull assured 
Parliament on Thursday night 
that there were no British nor 
United States naval exercises 
in’ Barbados’ territorial 
waters. 

He said he wanted to make 
this fact absolutely clear since 
a number of Opposition 
members had conveyed the 
impression in their 
that the current visit to 
Barbados by British and 
United States warships was 
for reasons other than those 
outlined by the captains of the 
respective vessels: when they 
arrived. 

Mr. Tull admitted that the 
British and United States 
warships were engaged in 
naval 
Caribbean Sea but added that 
this was nothing new or 
sensational since this kind of 
activity by these two powerful 
Western countries has always 
been taking place in the 
Caribbean. 


Mr. Tull reminded _ his 


fellow Parliamentarians that 
from when he was a small boy 
the American sailors were 
known to come to Barbados 
but that the Opposition was 
now viewing such visits by 
friendly countries as 
mysterious and unhealthy for 
Barbados. 

He added there was nothing 
mysterious about such visits 
and queried the vociferous 
condemnation of the visits by 
the Opposition. 
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exercises in the. 


Mr. Tull observed that it 
was a known fact that the 
Russians were recently 
having similar naval exer- 
cises in the Caribbean but that 
the ition at no stage was 
heacd criticising such Russian 
manoeuvres. ; 

Mr. Tull also noted that it 
was known that enough arms 
had gone into Grenada during 
the past two months to supply 

ible exception o 
“= Attorney-General said 
that it was a wicked and 
iniquitous policy for anyone to 
try and destroy the morale of 
the law ando forces in the 
society, and castigated the 
Opposition for what he termed 
its ‘foolish attacks on a 
disciplined force.” 

He then challenged the 
Opposition to get up and say 
they would disband the 
Barbados Defence Force if 
they were re-elected to power. 

Opposition Parliamentarian 
Mr. Erskine Sandiford rose 
and accepted the challenge 
and started to quote from 
what he said was a 1976 
elections manifesto in which it 
was stated among other things 
that the party did not believe 
there was a need for a Coast 
Guard and a Defence Force. 

Having finished his 
quotation Mr. Sandiford then 
revealed to Parliament that 
the manifesto he had quoted 
from was that of the then 
Opposition Barbados Labour 
Party in 1976. 

He added that from what was 
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written in the BLP’s 1976 
manifesto it was clear that 
that party had changed its 
Stand as far as the Defence 
Force and the Coast Guard 
were concerned. 

Mr. Tull countered that the 
situation in 1976 was far dif- 
ferent from that of today and ~ 
his party had to change its 
position to go along with the 
changing world conditions in 
respect of the increase in 
terrorism, insurrections and 
mercenarism. 


He argued that this showed 
the maturity of his party in 
being big enough to reverse its 
Stand on a matter when its 
original — was no longer 
practical. 

Mr. Sandiford had also 
quoted from his (DLP) 
party’s 1981 manifesto in 
which it spoke of the main- 
tenance of a small Defence 
Force and the expansion of 
the Coast Guard service to 
show the Government benches 
that his party was never 
against the establishment of a 
Defence Force. 


After Mr. Sandiford had 
finished quoting at length of 
his party's position in sup- 
port of a Defence Force from 
the party’s 1981manifesto, Mr. 
Tull again rose and observed 
that it was hypocritical of the 
Opposition to get involved in 
Parliament and place the 
Defence Force under the 
severest strictures bearing in 
mind what the DLP hac 
written in its 1981 manifesto. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


POLICE PROBE ALLEGED BREACH OF OFFICIAL SECRETS ACT 
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[Text } 


cso: 


investigating an alleged 
breach of the Official Secrets 


Act here. 

He gave no Bog details, 
except to say that the police 
were compiling evidence for 
submission to Director of 
Public Prosecutions, who 
would decide whether to 


Legal sources on the 
government benches said the 
case related to a recent air- 
port incident in which official 


information from Government 
ministries to enable the 
parliamentarians to carry out 
their duties. 

The Prime Minister 
acknowledged that he too had 
at times experienced dif- 
ficulty in getting statistical 
information from some 
government 

But he said the government 
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which could be divulged. 
He reminded public officers 
— he mentioned the central 


bank in particular — that 
great mischief, sometimes 
could be caused by supplying 


governm 
1981 said that a lot of the in- 
formation which of- 
ficers and ministers of 

overnment ‘“‘hold to their 


was 
— Shadow Minister 
Haynes 

cautioned servants who 


public 
may have listened to the 
Prime Minister not to go away 
with the impression that they 
may now be able to pass.-on 
information to MPs and then 
find themselves being fired. 

“IT know the extent to which 

e at the Central Bank 
ve been harassed on the 
grounds that they gave me 
information,’’ he declared, 
adding that there had been 
similar instances in the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Planning. 

Dr. Haynes said he knew of 
one Washington-based officer 
who had been harassed by the 
Prime Minister on the same 
= Mr. Adams rose 

tely and denied this. 
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WORLD BANK STUDY INDICATES THREATENED INDUSTRIES 
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[Text ] 


cso: 


A firm of international 
consultants has submitted 
that Barbados’ competitive 
position in the garment in- 
dustry is expected to erode 
because of the wage sen- 
Sitivity of this industry. 

It was stressed, however, 
that because the apparel in- 
dustry employed a 5 000 
Barbadians , the immediate 
objective should be ‘‘to hold on 
to the present position."’ 

The consultants have just 
handed in their report on an 
overall strategy for industrial 
development in Barbados to 
the Industrial Development 
Corporation (IDC). 

Among the terms of 
reference for the World Bank. 
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funded study were to: 

— Examine and review the 
perfomance of the 
manufacturing sector 
the last decade and to analyse 
its impact on the economy of 
Barbados; 

— Carry out an examuinauon 
of institutions directly and 
indirectly related to the 
manutacturing sector with a 
view to identifying constraints 
which might hamper the 
successful implementation of 
projects in the manufacturing 
sector; and 


— Formulate an industrial 
plan which will form the basis 
of the promotiona! strategy by 
the Corporation. 

The consultants found that 
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manufacturing provided the 
ores for economic 
elopment during the past 
decade, out-performing the 
overall economy in terms of 
gross national product, out- 
put, employment and exports. 
Electronics, the information 
services industry, the medical 
Supplies industry and the 
apparel i were iden- 
tified as areas in which the 
IDC should intensify its 
promotional efforts. 


It was pointed out that in- 
spite of higher wages, there 
was less proficiency in the 
electronics industry than 
among East Asian com- 
petitors. 
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NEW FISCAL YEAR BUDGET SHOWS DEFICIT, CAPITAL SPENDING 
Bridgetown THE NATION in English 9 Mar 83 p 1 
[Article by Neville Martindale] 


[Text] THE Government's 


1963/84 
PART I — CURRENT ESTIMATES 





year 
rise by $11 684 501 


— year'srevie ................. $514 994 338 
The Draft Estimates for =Stimated revenue 
1963/64 were laidintheHouseof |g. eee §08 620 232 


Assem yesterda House 

Leeder. Me Leal Crate in the Estimated excess of 

Sas it Finance, Mr Tom current expenditure 

_—— asin daiatansad over current revenue .. 6 374 106 

Capite Expenditure of 

dh so of continuing projec the PART [1 — CAPITAL ESTIMATES: 
money on: 

General Public A co ode Estimates capital 

expenditure 


$186 696 426; Defeace end qq expenditure...... é 
$4 025 300," Bdecee : | = oe 


ties, 313.600 000: Health. 
$7 400 000; Secial Securityand =» fin, Percent, ver. the projected 


jog RR. Ay  ~y 
end me me 8. This year, the Government 
50 273 CO Caer Commune hopes to pull in the largest part 
ead Secia] Services, $2 462 87 of ite revenue — $187 050 000 
and Ecesemic Services, —from tax on income and pro 
$65 089 653. ; fits. The second largest amount 
Current expenditure is of revenue — $130 500 450 — 
estimeted at $514 994 336 will come from taxes on goods 
SS SS oe percent and wernces: 
increese over approved | ae Estima 
Estimates for last year. " By hf Ay gE 
Of this year's Current on Monday et 10 a.m. 
diture. Education takes the big- And yesterday, when moving 
gest slice — $108 million. the edjournment of the House. 
Soames) Seiaee Sr Be craig said that he wes looking 
ae See et te ot — to @ very interesting 
He warned thet he was tired 
bearing about the economy from 
the economists from the other 
side (Opposition). 
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LABOUR PARTY URGED TO IMPROVE COMMUNITY OUTREACH 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 14 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] The ruling Barbados Labour Party (BLP) is planning to strengthen its 
internal administration and is hoping for a greater community outreach. 


This has been stated by the party's general secretary, Senator Clyde Griffith, 
while delivering the feature address at a special session for branch secre- 
taries and treasurers held yesterday at its Roebuck Street headquarters. 


Senator Griffith said the BLP in an effort to help keep Barbados one of the 
“freest democracies" and guard against “despotism and tyranny" wanted a fully 
informed and highly aware public. 


The BLP general secretary, in calling for a careful, critical and frank exam- 
ination of his party"s existing political situation, said that experience had 
shown that many of the constituencies without elected representatives, suffer 
from lack of attention until election time. He felt that this was an unsatis- 
factory situation and it was necessary to step up activity in these constitu- 


encies. 


Senator Griffith lamented the situation where only the better-known personal- 
ities in the party tended to be in the public's view while those young members 


with potential were being overlooked. 


Added to this, there is the problem of some constituency branches identifying 
their candidates at the last minute, a situation which Senator Griffith said 


was “fraught with too many drawbacks." 


"I consider the issue of outreach as the second of our major problems. We 
have been painfully admitting that we continue to have a public relations 
problem. It is an indisputable fact that the BLP administration in the period 
1976-81 chalked up a significant record of positive achievements," Senator 


Griffith said. 


He said that the party's supporters were unable to chronicle its contribution 
to the economic, social and cultural life of this country, in spite of its good 


record. 
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"In short, our efficiency and effectiveness in government, have not had the 
benefit of full and regular exposure to the public," Senator Griffith said. 


In an effort to counteract this situation the party's paper, The Beacon is 
being refurbished and will have Dr. Waldo Waldron-Ramsay as editor and the 
constituency branches as "the means for our most intimate contact with the 
electorate” will be better educated about Government programmes and policies. 


Senator Griffith told his party that “experience has shown that the Govern- 
ment's public image has needlessly suffered because of inadequate efforts to 
explain the benefits of legislation, which on the surface seems unnecessary. 


“The controversy surrounding the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Bill is a 
case in point." He said if the bill had been published in full early, some 
of the opposition to it would have been avoided, and a rearguard action would 


not have had to be fought. 


The recently appointed BLP general secretary said that the party will have to 
take steps to ensure it provides a full supportive role for Government, point- 
ing out however, “this must not be seen as an effort to supplant the Govern- 
ment Information Service, or to suggest for one moment, that that important 
agency is not functioning as it ought to." 


Senator Griffith said that the party must explain Government's activity in a 
manner that the entire country can appreciate; keep the public well informed 


of its policies and programmes and present the difficult and controversial 
pieces of legislation in such a way that everyone can understand. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


LABOR TAKES FIRM STAND AGAINST GOVERNMENT POLICY 


Walcott Charges 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 21 Mar 83 pl 


[Text } 


Mr. Frank Walcott, the 
General Secretary of the 
Barbados Workers’ Union 
(BWU) has charged that the 
authorities have been using 
questions such as per capi 
income and other stati 
jargon as an opiate. 

Addressing a meeting of the 
committees of management at 
Unity House yesterday 
morning, Mr. Walcott said 


The BWU general 
told the workers that 
Statistical matter did, not 
relate to distribution of in- 
come or what is really taking 
in the community. He 
said that the reality of the 
matter was that there are 
more who =—s to grow 
poorer as fewer continue to 
grow richer. 
Using Brazil as an example, 
Mr. Walcott said that country 
had the highest growth rate in 
Latin America about 10 years 
ago but only the people at the 


ee, ; 
esterday s meeting 
examined matters such as ‘!* 


union's headquar- 
ters at Harmony Hall, 
negotiations and industrial 
relations, the forthcoming 
May Day celebrations, the 
establishment of a sports club 
in the union, and related in- 
dustrial relations matters. 
Mr. Walcott told the 


of collective agreements has 
been very difficult as this was 
being done against the 
background of the _in- 
ternational recession. 

Mr. Walcott said that last 
year the Union had accepied 
the Government's wages 


—_ with a proviso of the 
ers being paid an ad- 
ditional Bds $5 million. The 
Executive Council, he added, 
had agreed to inform the 
Government of this decision. 

Mr. Walcott blamed some of 
the social problems in Bar- 
bados on hunger and said that 
some of the employers in the 
country had embarked on a 
programme to put pressure on 
the workers. 

He cautioned the authorities 
here that they could not expect 
to live in this community with 
their heads held high and not 
expect to deal with some of the 
social problems. 

Mr. Walcott told the 
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delegates that yesterday's” 


m was, perhaps, the last 
of that kind to be held at Unity 
House as the union's 

Executive Council had 
already made a decision to 
consolidate its activities at the 
—_ headquarter at Harmony 


The new headquarters is 
expected to be functioning 
before year-end and Mr. 
Walcott said that the 
Executive Council would pay 
an official visit to the new 
offices shortly. 

‘The workers are going to 
have a memorial and a good 
one,”’ said Mr. Walcott. 

He said that in the , the 
_ was that ap unions 

operate only from poor 
buildings but those days were 
now past. 

He said that the Executive 
Council had endeavoured to 
construct a building in the 
interest of the workers and he 
hoped that it would instil in the 
hearts of the workers what 
unity and solidarity meant. 

According to Mr. Walcott, in 
the coming months the 
Executive Council and various 
committees, which are soon to 
be set up, will be meeting to 
plan for this important feature 


of the union. 














Principles of Resistance 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] 


General Secretary of the 
Barbados Workers’ Union 
(BWU), Mr. Frank Walcott, 
said yesterday that the labour 
movement cannot be the 
pawns of government who use 
wage restraint and fiscal 

cies in order to restrict 


policies in 
ion and put workers 
pa epee tens 
He said they must demand a 


at a regional seminar on 
‘Trade Unions and National 
Development" at the BWU 


Labour Coilege 

The seminar is 

the Caribbean of 

Labour and the redri 

Ebert Foundation of Ger- 

many. 

Mr. Michael Manley, 
ition Leader of Jamaica 


and a prominent Caribbean 
trade unionist, was principal 
speaker on the first day of the 


seminar. 

The BWU head felt trade 
unions should be seen as a 
most important agency in 
ensuring a fairer distribution 
of economic and social 
benefits 

‘They should be agencies of 
ensuring mobility, removing 
privileges and in ing an 
egalitarian system on 
merit. equity and justice’. he 
said 


Mr_ Walcott felt there can be 
no effective social and 
economic development 
planning unless the rights of 
labour are expressed in 
cancrete achievements in- 
volving wages, employment, 
working conditions, social 
security benefits, health, 
housing and education. 


He said trade unions do not 
need paternalism from un- 
sympathetic governments in 
getting such benefits for 
workers. but should be 
allowed to work along with 
governments to get these 
benefits. 

Mr. Walcott said that in 
areas where the ruling 
political regime seeks to 
create elite sections of the 
community and to introduce 
repressive measures to 
deprive workers. the trade 
union must act as a means of 
welding the consciousness of 
the workers and creati 
solidarity and a bastion 
defence for the workers. 

He submitted that one of the 
trade unions’ contributions to 
national development must be 
to ensure that accurate in- 


living indices are maintained 
so that the workers can guage 
their real development. 

Mr. Walcott said also that 
the trade union movement 
must keep 4 constant check on 
influences ef a regional and 
internationas nature which, 
inevitabiv. must inpact on 
national :Je.elopment 


Nurses’ Strike 
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[Text ] 





The strike action instituted by the National Union of 
Public Workers (NUPW) involving nurses at some of 
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The nurses through their today 

union are objecting to a Some were - af- 
Gevernment decision to fected quite seriousiv At the 
ony _- working — Psychiatric onlv 22 of 67 
will require nurses turned up for duty. the 
working five nights a week Geriatric Hospital only had 
The union has insisted that seven out of 40. at St Philip 
such a change in the shift will District hospital there were 

oS eee only six nurses at work. 
However, Government NUPW's General Secretary 
hich has ahead and Joe Goddard said that the 
instituted = new shift — will concentrate its 
so wri industrial action at the 
syom. has sated tht t will = ychainc and St” Philp 


ee 
‘ 
i 


District Hospitals today 


The Government Establish- 


ments Division in response to 
the nurses’ industrial action 


NuPw President Mr said it was not in keeping with 
Horatio Cooke who addressed good industrial relations 
the striking nurses yesterday tice, since it was only 
said: “We believe that you notified by letter three hours 
have tried your best to see if after the strike had started. 


i 


if 
: 
i 


In its statement the Division 
said that one of the reasons for 
the new system was to 
“provide greater patient 
care’’ and stated that the new 





FER 
4 


a vat wecomtirinse Sy aon wee ir 
of action which we have taken flexible. 
PPM Support 
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[Text] 


Union of Public Workers in 
(NUPW) apd nurses in their the community to support the 


The nurses took strike ac- 
tion to object against new 
working hours and shift and the 
system which was introduced igbour.”’ 
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TAITT: INDUSTRIALIZATION PROGRAM aDDS NEW JOBS 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 1l Mar 83 p 28 


COUNTRY SECTION 
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Taitt then stated the 
mc roots 


3298/482 


pal 


cso: 








COUNTRY SECTION 


DLP LEADER 


TAITT REFLECTS ON ACP, AREA TRADE ISSUES 


Call for Area Meeting 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Mar 83 p l 


{ Text } 


President of the 
sition Democratic 
Party (DLP) Mr. 
Branford Taitt has 
ested a meeti of 
Ministers of r- 
bados, Guyana and 
Jamaica to resolve current 
trading problems Bar- 


bados is experiencing with 
those two states. 

Mr. Taitt a former Trade 
Minister, made the suggestion 
at the Academy of Politics’ 
symposium which continued 
yesterday at the George Street 
Auditorium. 

Mr. Taitt said that a solution 
to the problems was more 
crucial to the survival of this 
country than a seat on the 
Security Council of the United 
Nations, which seat Barbados 
is now seeking. 

These S cannot be 
solved by t meeti 
between low-level officials 
who meet at regional 
gatherings. There must be 
eye-ball to eye-ball contact 
between the ministers in 
Trade in the respective 
territories, as wel] as their 
own advisers'’, Mr. Taitt said. 

He suggested further, that 
Barbados should place a 
permanent or quasi- 
permanent Trade and Com- 
mercial Representative ( High 
Commissioner) in Kingston 
and Georgetown. 

‘Its economic justification 
for such action could hardly 
fall beHind that of Brussels’’, 
he added. 
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Two months ago Jamaica 
imposed a two-tiered ex- 
change rate regime which 
Barbados and other regional 
countries said would among 
other things, make their ex- 
ports to Jamaica more ex- 
pensive. 

Barbados has retaliated by 
imposing a floating exchange 
rate regime for the local 
currency  vviS-a-vis_ the 
Jamaica dollar, a measure 
which the Jamaican 
authorities have dubbed as 
discriminatory. 

In the case of Guyana local 
exporters have consistently 
complained of not getting 
payment on time for goods 
chipped te that courtry —, 

Mr. Taitt said that the 
Guyana and Jamaica 
situations, which were major 
sources of difficulty since 1982 
still remained critical in 1983. 

He said exports to Guyana 
fell by 20.7 per cent from $2.9 
million to $2.3 million, while 
exports to Jamaica fell by 23.2 
per cent from $22.8 million to 
$17.5 million. 

‘Within CARICOM onby 
exports to Antigua, Grenada, 
St. Kitts-Nevis and Trinidad 
and Tobago showed any in- 
crease. And of these, only 
exports to Trinidad and 
Tobago increased 
significantly’’, he said. 

Exports to the twin-island 
republic climbed from $61.2 
million in 1981 to $89.2 million 
last year, an increase of $28 
million or 45.8 per cent. 











New for Active ACP Role 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 7 Mar 83 p l 


{ Text | 


cso: 
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Barbados has been told to 
take the liead within the 
African, Caribbean and 
Pacific (ACP) bloc to 
for a new International 


Agreement. 


The cail has come from the 
President of the Democratic 
Labour Party (DLP), Mr. 
oo merle Taitt, who — 

ested a high w 
CA ICOM-Martinique— 
a initiative to effect 
ra changes concerning 
rum exports to the “1° “a 
Economic Community (EEC). 

Mr. Taitt addressed a 
Symposium yesterday at the 
Auditorium, George Street, 
and in his wide ing ad- 
dress touched on the 
Convention, the trade, aid and 
co-operation agreement 
between the ACP and EEC. 


Mr. Taitt said that the old 
must be 


agreem 
He also dealt with some 
of the ent, 
notably the Stabilisation 
Scheme (Stabex) through 
which ACP states are granted 
funds for any shortfall in some 
exports to the EEC, caused by 
disasters. 


According to Mr. Taitt: 
“The t bili ti e has 


not been successful, partly 
because CARICOM countnmes 
have not developed their 
capacity to avail themseives 
of its terms.” ) 
He said there was a similar 
case with other ACP states, 
and suggested the re- 
examination of the scheme 
with a view to the scheme 
providing balance of payment 
(BOP) assistance where 
depressed international 
markets for one-cro 
economies inflict such BO 
difficulties as Barbados had 
been experiencing. 
Of rum, he pointed out that 
it was imperative there be a 
radical change since the 
(European) ition of rum, 
under prompting from 
and West Germany, excluded - 


est a high- 
powered CARICOM-Marii- 
nique—Guadeloupe initiative. 
The officials in these two West 
Indian territories need to De 
impressed that we can be of 
mutual benefit to each other,”’ 
he declared. 

He said that regional rum 
was unlikely to provide unfair 
competition for the rum from 
Martinique and Guadeloupe 
and the regional thrust must 
be to convince these two 
territories that there was 
sufficient untapped demand in © 
the German market for dark . 
rums as to warrant a co 
operative marketing effort. 
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BRIEFS 


PPM TOPICS--The recent appointment of a new Parliamentary Secretary in the 
Ministry of Finance and the re-appointment of Leroy Sisnett to a similar post 
in the Ministry of Tourism, Trade and Civil Aviation comes up for discussion 
tomorrow night. The People's Pressure Movement (PPM), the small but vocal op- 
position party, will be holding a political mass meeting at Quakers Road, Car- 
rington Village, St. Michael starting at 7.45 p.m. The main speaker will be 
the party's leader, Mr. Eric Sealy and Mr. Winston Parris. Sealy has said 
that he will be taking a special look at the appointment of a new Parliament- 
ary Secretary, Senator Alwyn Howell, because this can only be seen as an ex- 
tension of the political machinery. This he said was a broken promise on the 
ruling Barbados Labour Party's part, since it had criticised the Opposition 
Democratic Labour Party for having not many Ministers and Parliamentary Sec- 
retaries, but now had more than the DLP administration had had. The PPM 
leader said that he will also be dealing with the still talked about question 
of abortion, looking at the serious effect, Government's recently passed leg- 
islation can have on the ethnic majority of this country. [Bridgetown ADVO- 
CATE-NEWS in English 16 Mar 83 p 2] 


ADAMS BLAST AT PRESS--Prime Minister Tom Adams has accused the Press here of 
stirring up matters in the issue relating to Leroy Sisnett who was re-appoin- 
ted a Parliamentary Secretary following his suspension at the beginning of the 
month. At the same time Mr. Adams has scoffed at suggestions that there were 
differences among members of his Cabinet. Mr. Adams said that anumber of un- 
kind and untrue statements were made in relation to the issue. He told the 
House it was only the state-owned Caribbean Broadcasting Corporation (CBC) 
which sought to find out the details about the issue. A report on the reap- 
pointment of Mr. Sisnett and carried in this paper had quoted sources as say- 
ing that Mr. Sisnett was re-appointed because of pressure from some Cabinet 
Ministers. Mr. Adams denied this, stating that the Advocate-News had entered 
into the "realm of maliciousness." He said too that on this occasion he could 
accuse the Opposition Democratic Labour Party (DLP) "of stirring up things." 
On the question of dissension, the Prime Minister said he knew of no dissen- 
sion of any substance within his ruling Barbados Labour Party (BLP). Mr. 
Adams stated that some ministers talked too much. [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS 


in English 17 Mar 83 p 2] 


PRODUCE EXPORTS--EXPORTS of local agricultural produce are on the way up, and 
according to the general manager of the Agricultural Commodities Trading 
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we ge oro Ashby: "It looks very promising for local farmers." Ashb 
ON that ACTCO was now examining the possibly of refrigerated : 


ope of A trial shipment of 200 five-kilo boxes of sweet peppers is ex- 

pore an a ae anna next month, Ashby said. Generally prospects 
> » and efforts would be made to improve the packa 

presentation and to raise the quality to compete on the European ae ati 


countries like Israel and 
21 Mar 83 p 2] and South Africa. [Bridgetown THE NATION in English 


SUGAR PRODUCTION—More than 14 000 tonnes of sugar have already been produced 
during the first month of harvesting of the 1983 sugar crop. However, it is 
believed that more sugar could have been produced had the problem-plagued 
Andrews sugar factory been in operation. This year sugar officials are an- 
ticipating a production target of 85 000 tonnes, some 3 000 less than what 
was produced in the 1982 crop. Of the sugar produced to date some 12 998 
tonnes were delivered up to Sunday night at the Sugar Terminal at the Bridge- 
town Port. Some have also been bagged for local consumption. The crop which 
started on February 7 entered its fifth week yesterday, but minus Andrews 
which is yet to start grinding. Grinding was supposed to have started last 
week but reports indicated that had to be postponed until sometime this week. 
Yesterday employees at the factory were working around the clock to have it 
ready for a possible start this week. However, while work was going on no 
canes were being accepted by the factory, forcing some estates and small 
holders in the area to send their canes to other factories much further away. 
Meantime tonnes of canes were still piled up under the hoist. They were de- 
livered this week. [Text] |Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 8 Mar 83 p 1] 


EXCISE DUTY SHORTFALL--Barbados has reported a more than $20 million shortfall 
in revenue from customs and excise duties during the first nine months of the 
1982-83 financial year. According to an official statement showing net cus- 
toms and excise receipts up to December 31, 1982, laid in Parliament Tuesday 
government had collected $110.9 million. ‘This was $21.3 million less than 

the cumulative receipts during the corresponding period ot 1981-82 which 
totalled $132.4 million. Net revenue tor the month of Decemper, also showed 

a deciine-—-$9.0 million in 1982-83 as compared with 14.3 miision in the pre- 
vious financial year. A reduction of $21.1 million in import duties was almost 
entirely responsible for the shortfall in revenue. However, there was an in- 
crease in the collection of consumption tax of $14.4 million which covered a 
$12.7 million decline in revenue from the tax on motor spirit. Gaming machines 
brought in $122.950 more in the period that the 1931-82 figure of $1.05 million 
while there was a shortfall of $35 800 on amusement machines, which had ac- 
counted for $57 000 in 1981-83. Revenue from stamp duties during the period 
April to December totalled $8.6 million. (CANA) [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE- 


NEWS in English 11 Mar 83 p 1] 


POLICE POSTING——Castries, St. Lucia Thursday (CANA--Reuter)--One of St. Lucia's 
top crimebusters, Deputy Commissioner of Police Collis Barrow has been seconded 
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to Barbados, where he has assumed duties as regional security assistant staff 
officer attached ito the regional security service being established by St. 
Lucia, Barbados, Dominica, St. Vincent and Antigua-Barbuda. Mr. Barrow, who 
was born in Barbados, has been attached to the Royal St. Lucia Police Force 
since October 1951 when he enlisted as a constable. During the 32 years 
since then, he helped crack a number of major crimes here. His biggest was 
his identification of three young men who were responsible for the murder of 
an elderly British couple living just outside the city in 1971. Scotland 
Yard was called in to help with the investigations, but it was Barrow who 
turned in the evidence which led to the conviction of the three, who were 
later hanged. [Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 11 Mar 83 p 1] 


LAYOFFS IN BANKING-—-Yet another commercial bank in Barbados has been laying 
off some of its staff. This time it was the Royal Bank of Canada which has 
reportedly sent home an undisclosed number of staffers from some of its 
branches around the country. In addition one of the Bank's branches, that at 
Oistins, Christ Church, has been closed. A similar branch formerly located 
on Tudor Street closed some years ago. Sources close to the Bank said other 
staffers are to be laid off in changes which the Bank will be implementing 
this year. Among these are the closing of the Trust Company on Nile Street, 
a Printery on Fairchild Street, and an office in the Trident House head- 
quarters. Just last week Citibank, one of two American banks, operating in 
Barbados, made 11 staffers redundant and a similar fate awaits two more when 
the bank closes its Holetown Branch next month. [Excerpts] [Bridgetown 


ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 9 Mar 83 p 1] 


PPM MEETING-—-The small People's Pressure Movement (PPM) will be continuing 

its island-wide political campaign with a mass political rally tomorrow 

night at the corner of Baxter's Road and Reed Street starting at 8 o'clock. 

The party's leader, Mr. Eric Sealy will be the main speaker and will deal 

with a number of current issues, including the reason behind the dismissal 

of Leroy Sisnett from his Parliamentary Secretary post; the visit of the USS 
Nashville, the role of the American military presence in the English-speaking 
Caribbean; the fear within the ruling BLP administration of an internal take- 
over; and the question of racial discrimination in this island. Mr. Sealy 
said the topic for the meeting will be: "Let the people decide." On Sunday 
night the PPM will take its platform to Speightstown near the public market. 
This will be the first in a series of meetings in that constituency by the PPM, 
whose leadership has stated it expects a by-election there before the year-end. 
[Text] [Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 9 Mar 83 p 2] 


CSO: 3298/4483 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


EXPORT REVENUE FALLS; IMPORT BILL ALSO DOWN IN '82 


Bridgetown ADVOCATE-NEWS in English 22 Mar 83 p 4 


[Text } 


BELIZE CITY. Belize, 
Monday ‘ CANA) — The Belize 
economy, hard hit by —_— 
export revenue contract 


last year, with growth. 


totalling less than two per 
cent 


Central Bank Advisor 
S.R.K. Rai on secondment 
from the _ International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
however forecast some for- 
ward movement for the 
economy, with i from the 
Caribbean Basin Initiative 
(CBI) and _ international 
—_e agencies such as the 

The Belize Government's 
Statistical Office said exports 
last year fell to $187 million 
(Bel$1 equal 49 cents U.S) 
from $238 million in 1961—a 
decline of $51 million. 

The drop in ings from 
exports wad due ytoa 
sluggish sugar market. The 

price of sugar, which i8 

ize’s main export earner 

took a dive from $982 per long 

ton in 1980 to $943 in 1981 to 
$629 last year. 

The total value of sugar 
exports plummetted from a 
high of $95 million in 1980 to 
$85 million in 1981 and further 
down to $62 million last year. 

The other major domestic 
exports in 1982 included citrus 
concentrate, which fetched $14 
million. garments $12.7 
million, fish products—mainly 
lobsters ($12.6 million), 
bananas ‘$4.2 million). and 
timber ($3.6 million). 

About 75 per cent of total 


imports in 1982 were retained 
for domestic consumption. 
This cost the econamy $73 
million. The other big ex- 
penditure was on _ fuel 
(gasoline, diesel and other 
petroleum products) for which 
$50 million were spent. 

However, imports of nearly 
all items feil in 1982. Food was 
down from $80 million in 1981 
to $73 million last year. But 
the fall in value of such im- 
ports as machinery, cement, 
metal products, clothing, 
furniture, wrist watches and 
other luxury consumer goods 
was much steeper. 

The Central Planning Unit 
report notes that “this is not 


' surprising since demand for 


food and fuel is not as elastic 
as that for other com- 


modities."’ 


Food accounted for about 30 © 


per cent of the total umport bill 
follewed by fuel with 23 per 
cent. Other main items of 
import were: Machinery (15.5 
per cent). cotton fabrics. 
cement and metal products 
(13.5 per cent). clothing, foot- 
wear, furniture and wrist 
watches (8 per cent) and 
chemicals ‘(7 per cent). 
Re-exports. most of which 
go to Mexico. declined sharply 
to $67.8 million last year—a 
fall of $20.7 million from 1981. 
The reason for the decline 
was the triple devaluation of 
the Mexican peso. These re- 
exports were mainly elec- 
tronic equipment. wrist 
watches and prepared foods 
such as powdered milk and 
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CSO: 


. In the words of Mr. D.J. 
arlow of the Central 


en 

compared expensive 
package eae of hi 
standards, designed for 
oreign tastes and markets."’ 
Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) Ministers of 


— 


regional farm project. 
As late as = year, 


ote Mr. a hwagga 
the Caribbean Food Cor- 


3298/493 





poration, in an interview with 
the Caribbean and West Indies 
Chronicle of December- 
January 1963 said the same 
thing: “With an annual food 
bill of over a billion dollars. 
the Caribbean’s need to 
more of what it eats is 
ning more urgent by the 
year. 
‘Several agricultural 
jects have been 
or finance from ay 
Economic Community C) 
resources, but is cae pl 
the will among member 
countries of CARICOM for 
] farm mmes” 
ince 1976 for instance, 
Belize was designated as one 
of the two countries (Guyana 
was the other) where regional 
agricultural development 
must take place bg 4 to 
help the needs of the region. 


Belize and Jamaica were 
suppeces to establish a 
ICOM grain farm in the 
Belize river valley area with 


oe ee ~ 
). 


Sevwal wane no BY... were m. by 
the EDF and the Caribbean 
Development Fund. 

The project was also sup- 
— to receive assistance 
rom the Caribbean Food 
Corporation. But after at least 
three studies it was not until 
June-July of last year that this 
project finally got started with 
the Governments of Belize and 
Jamaica and the CFC as 
shareholders in —e 
Farms Lid. 








BERMUDA 


BUDGET DEBATE: PLP CHALLENGES U.S. CONTROL OF AIRPORT 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 12 Mar 83 p 4 


[Text] 

Government was 
challe yesterday to 
prove that American con- 


trol of he the airport and 
base saved Bermuda $20 
million a year. 


Mr. Ottiwell Simmons 
(PLP) claimed that Govern- 
ment had not ‘‘got the 
courage” to sit down with 
the US authorities and nego- 
tiate what the arrangement 
at the airport was worth to 
both sides. He claimed that 
Bermuda was being “done 
in 

But his remarks earned a 
rebuke from Tourism Mini- 
ster the Hon. C. V. (Jim) 
Woelridge who labelled 
them irresponsible. 

Mr. Woolridge said the 
use of the base for com- 
mercial aircraft after the war 
had revolutionised the 
Island from a farming com- 
munity into a tourist resort 
with 600.000 visitors a year. 

Mr. Simmons made his 
claims during the House of 
Assembly debate on civil 
aviation estimates for the 
coming year 

They were introduced by 
Transport Minister the 
Hon. William McPhee, who 
said during the course of his 
address that prospects for 
air traffic looked good with 
modest increases forecast. 

The airport budget est:- 
mated expenditure of 
$1.680,500 and a $1,791,500 
uncome. 


Mr. McPhee said there 
had been several improve- 
ments at the airport during 
the past year, including the 
speeding up of immigration 
formalities for arriving 
passengers. 


Other improvements in-. 


clude a new airconditioning 
plant and closed circuit TV 
covering the ramp. 

“The prospects next year 
regarding air traffic are for a 
probable increase of modest 


proportions,” Mr. McPhee. 


said. ‘Tourism and the 
world economy will dictate 
our airport activity. How- 
ever, the charter prospects 
are interesting and a new 
policy is being formulated in 
conjunction with the Tour- 
ism Department.” 

He pointed out, however, 
that increased charter busi- 
ness could not be allowed to 
cut into the number of 
scheduled, regular services. 

Mr. McPhee said that 
more seats were being 
provided from the Philadel- 
phia area, the centre of most 
of the package tour business. 

He listed various services 
due to start, including Air 
Canada's summer program- 
me of a daily flight from 
Toronto and a connecting 
weekly flight to Halifax dur- 
ing April and May. 

Delta was reinstating its 
wide-bodied flight to and 
from Hartford and Pan Am 
intended to put a wide-bod- 
ied plane on its New York 
flight, the Minister said. 
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But he said British Air- 
ways’ reduction of flights 
would be, as far as business 
traffic was concerned, a 
retrograde step, although 
the increased seats on the 
Jumbos would improve bulk 
tourism. 

Mr. McPhee said North- 
eastern International Air- 
ways had filed for a service 
linking Islip in Long Island, 
New York, and Bermuda 
and also between Fort 
Lauderdale. Florida and 
Bermuda. 

“These proposals are be- 
ing evaluated by the depart- 
ments of Tourism and Civil 
Aviation and the standing of 
the airline is being exam- 
nined,"’ Mr. McPhee said.- 

Steps had been taken to 
improve car parking for the 
public at the airport, he 
added. 

Mr. McPhee also said that 
the United States Navy had 
nearly completed major re- 
novation work on the main 
runwavy. 

He also paid tribute to 
Base Commander Captain 
Stephen Loftus — who 
finishes his tour of duty this 
June — for his assistance in 
civil aviation problems. 

Mr. Stanley Morton, 
Shadow Minister of Tour- 
ism, rose to ask if the airport 
had the facilities to cope 
with proposed increases in 
charter business. 

Mr. Ottiwell Simmons 
(PLP). president of the Ber- 
muda Industrial Union. said 
that there was concern 











about the concessions at the 
airport. Two firms, BAS and 
ASB, had operated there for 
some time, but about 18 
months ago Butler Aviation 
had started up. 

“While we believe in free 
enterprise. and competition 
is supposed to be good for 
trade, it does not seem to be 
the case there,” he said. 

Mr. Simmons said that 
after earlier problems the 
workers: had finally had a 
reasonably ha arrange- 


ment with and ASB, 
but there had been problems 
with Butler. 


There were also problems 
at the airport over parking 
vehicles. Car owners, taxi 
drivers, limousine services 
and buses ail had to com- 
pete for space. Government 
should sort out the situation. 

He challenged Govern- 
ment to produce evidence 
that Bermuda received the 
equivalent of $20 million 
from the US authorities for 
the airport. 

“But they have complete 

control of it, said Mr. Sim- 
mons. 
“The US government and 
the Bermuda government 
must understand that the 
Americans are here at the 
invitaxion of the British gov- 
ernment. and to a large ex- 
tent at the expense of the 
Bermuda people. 

“The Government has not 
even got the sense to realise 
they are carrying a burden 
with the presence of the 
Americans because this Gov- 
ernment has not got the 
courage to sit down with the 
US government. Bermuda is 
being done in. 

“I am suggesting we hold 
formal discussions. They 
(the US) would sit down as 
the British had to in Malta 
and the Americans had to in 
Greece” 


CSO: 3298/476 


The Hon C.V. (Jim) 
Woolridge, Minister of 
Tourism, described Mr. 
Simmons’s remarks as ir- 


responsible. 

“We all know that after 
the last war the use of that 
base for commercial planes 
to land revolutionised this 
Island from a one-horse 
farming community to an 
all-year round tourist resort 
with 600,000 visitors a year,” 
he said. 

“We have not had a cruise 
boat since October. so 
without planes there would 
have been no visitors. He 
represents hotel workers and 
they should ask themselves 
what kind of leader they 
have.” 

Mr. Walter Roberts 
(PLP) said his party fully 
accepted that it suited Ber- 
muda to have an airport, 
but it also suited the 
Americans to be here. The 
PLP were simply suggesting 
that the two sides should get 
together to negotiate a fair 
price for the arrangment. 

“We have never said we 
want to kick the Americans 
out,” he said. 

The Hon. Quinton Ed- 
ness, Minister of Works, 
Housing and Agriculture, 
said Government did review 
the arrangement every year. 

“The people of Bermuda 
gain, according to our re- 
views, substantially more in 
benefits by having the 
Americans on the base and 
operating it than if we took 
it over and had to operate 
it,” he said. 

“If this were not so the 
Bermuda government would 
make representations 
through the British govern- 
ment to sit down and talk 
about it.” e 

Mr. Lancelot Swan 
(UBP) said the Americans 
had contributed a great deal 
to Bermuda, not only to the 


5 


economy but also to educa- 
tion. 

“Lots of Bermudians have 
gained degrees from the 
base.” he said. 

“We should thank them 

for being an integral part of 
the community that has 
made us one of the richest 
little islands in the world. 
We should not look upon the 
base as a burden to us.” 
* Mrs. Ann Cartwright 
DeCouto (UBP) said she 
was disturbed to hear the 
PLP’s violent attack on the 
Americans. 

“Their attitude reminded 
me of the attitudes of those 
rapacious landlords of whom 
we have heard so much,” 
she said. 

Such landlords only 
thought of how much they 
could make from a tenant, 
and never considered the 


, benefits received through 


having a good tenant. 

“If it were not for the 
Americans, could we be as- 
sured we would have had our 
tourist industry?” she asked. 

If Bermuda were attacked 
the Island would receive 


‘help quicker from the US 
than it could receive from 
| Britain. 


Mr. Walter Brangmean 
(PLP) said the UBP con- 
sistently tried to suggest the 
PLP wanted. the Americans 
kicked out of Bermuda, but 
that was far from the truth. 
The fact was that the 
Americans were here and 
would continue to be here, 
but their reason for being 
here was to protect them- 
selves and not to help Ber- 
muda. 

“From time to time we 
should sit down with the 
United States and assess our 
situation and the risk we 

' take through them being 
here. he said. 











BERMUDA 


PLP CONTINUES CONDEMNATION OF UBP ELECTION PRACTICES 


Voter Registration Failure 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 26 Feb 83 pp 1, 3 


[Excerpt] 


The Opposition 
Progressive Labour Party 
continued its running com- 
plaint about voter regis- 
tration when it formally 
responded to the Throne 
Speech in the House of As- 
sembly yesterday. 

The party also accused 
Government of not being 
prepared to face the coming 
years. and cited hotel lay- 
offs and redundancies and 
the folding of offshore com- 
panies as examples. 

The PLP slammed Gov- 
ernment for failing to resolve 
the BIU-HEB civil case 
before it went to court. The 
case had polarised attitudes 
un the community for years, 
it claimed. 

Opposition Leader Mrs. 
Lois Browne Evans began 
her reply (full text Page 5) 
by saying her party prided 
itself on caring for the 
Isiand's social problems. But 
equally important were the 
issues of electoral and con- 
stitutional reform. 


yn , but its actions 


judge whether the Govern- 
ment’s promises have been 


kept.” she said. 


Government had been. 


derelict in its duty to carry 
out promises on voter regis- 
tration made at the 1979 
Constitutional Conference. 
It had been agreed that it 
would be Government's duty 


But it had failed to send 
out reminder forms to those 
who had not returned the in- 
itial registration forms, and 
had failed to canvass all 
households to see that every- 
body was registered. 

“This failure of Govern- 
ment makes a mockery of 
the very. concept of com- 
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pulsory registration and has 
produced the shocking result 
of approximately 3,000. per- 
sons not registered,” said 
Mrs. Browne Evans. 

Bermudianisation of the. 
vote also had to be ac- 
complished before Indepen- 
dence. It was unacceptable 
that as many as 1.000 
foreign residents continued 
to vote in Island elections. 


She said the PLP wanted 
an immediate moratorium 
on granting of status. but 
was in favour of a “per- 
manent resident” category 
when considering 
citizenship. She repeated 
the call for single-seat con- 
Stituencies and iowering «! 
the voting age to 18. 


“These electoral retorms 
would ensure the foundation 
for democracy in Bermuda. 
Bermudians must accept 
this as the chailenge for tne 
Eighties and be content with 
nothing less." she said. 





Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 3 Mar 83 pp l, 2 





[Text } 

The. Progressive 
Labour Partv vester- 
day started a coat 
hattle to have the 
Februarv :3} General 
Electon declared 
“null. 4 vaid”. 

The Party, already. 
protesting to the Foreign 


and Commonwealth Of- 
fice over electoral regie- 


‘tration, is hoping that a 


Supreme Court action will 


‘result in a new election 
being held. 


A civil petition wes a filed 
at noon yesterday by 26 un= 
successful PLP candidates 
and six “private citizens © 
representing constituencians 
in which the Party ar 
seats. 

It i against all 40 MPs i ~ 
the House of Assembly, 14 of 
which ironically form the 
Opposition. > . 

The Party has main 
that registration errova 
the United Bermuda Party 
cost them the election and 
lawyer Mr. Julian Hall, un-, 
successful candidate for St. , 
George's South. will submit 
that the Parliamentary 


Registrar Mrs. Valerie Scott 4 


committed “divers breaches” 
of her statutory duties”. . 
He will further claim that 


the Partiamentary Election’. 


Act. 1978. was breached in 
St. George's North because. 


PLP Court Action 


the polis Wer nof open for ” 
the statutory period and 
that four valid ballot papers 
awa as spoiled in 
Hamikton West. . 


The: unprecedented move ; 


was fevealed at a Press con- 
ference featuring Mr. Hall, 


PLP Chairman Mr. Alex : 
Scott, Senatar Charies / 


Se 


Mr. Hall said the uth” 


ference had not been calied 
by the PLP, but “for reasons 
which will become obvious” 
the Party Chairman was 
present. 

in a prepared statement 
Senator Bean, who ran in 
Smith's North, outlined 
eight reasons why the Party 
says the yy og tl 

rar was to bieme for 

SS an as disen- 

ne in “purported 
General Election”’. 


Senator Bean said Mrs. 
Scott failed to: prepare 
registers containing the 
_names of all people entitled 
to vote; conduct sufficient 
inquiries on those entitled to 
vote; publish a notice ac- 
curately specifying the man- 
ner in which objections 
could be lodged; adequately 
advertise draft registers. dix. 
regard objections made after 
Mav 1. 1982: give people at 
fected by objections sulfi 


cient or any notice to reply: 
make adequate alterations 
to draft registers to correct 
clerical errors: make add: 
tions or deletions to registers 
betore they were made final 
Senator Bean said the 
petition concluded that “tne 
election was not conducted 
in accordance with the prin 
ciples laid down in the Par 
liamentary Ejection Act and 
that such non-compliance 
affected and/or may reason. 
ably be supposed to have a!- 
fected the result in each 
and/or every constituency — 
Mr. Hall said the actin 
contested the entirety of the 
election and explained that 
the PLP could not as a mat- 
ter of law contest the elec 
tion results but the¢ had to 
be challenged by a can- 
didate or registered elector 
“The petition say~ 
nothing more than that a 
. very large number ot persen- 
who were legally entitled ') 
bre registered were ms regi-- 
_.tered,”” he vaid. 
“lt Hows trom tia® that 
the tailure to register was a- 
a result of non-compliance 
with the Parliamentary 
Election Act. This not onl 
affected results throughout 
the Island. but also affected 
this election result.” 


Mr. Hall said he did not think the UBP could attack the approach being taken 


by the petitioners. 


It was an inquiry to determine to what extent democracy 
may have been subverted. 


The lawyer said it was a misconception that it was incumbent on voters to make 


sure they were registered. 


It was the duty of the Registrar, he added. 


Mr. Hall vowed that the petitioners would go all the way to the Privy Council 


in London to win the case. 


hearing. 
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He expected an early date for the Supreme Court 











POP Chairman Mr. Scott said it was not a frivolous action and also denied that 
it was sour grapes because his Party lost the election. The case was brought, 
he said, after long and serious consideration. 


The Premier, he said, had not sought the mandate of the country but that of 
those registered to vote. 


Mr. Scott further denied that his Party was not ready for the election and 
said it was the voter who was not prepared. 


"You cannot win an election with a stacked pack and we are saying it looks 
as though there was a stacked pack," he said. "If folks cannot vote then there 
cannot be any true demonstration of the voice of the people.” 


Mr. Scott said the PLP had always protested against the registration system 
and it was decided not to take court action after the 1980 election--when the 
Party made gains—-because it was hoped that changes would be made. 


At the recent reopening of Parliament, PLP MPs took their oaths under protest. 
They did not refuse to sit at all in the knowledge that they would be bringing 


the court action, he said. 


Mr. Arthur Hodgson, ousted with PLP colleague Mr. Calvin Smith in Hamilton 
West, said later that he could not understand why four ballot papers were re- 
jected in the constituency. 


Dr. Thomas Stowe, one of two returning officers at Hamilton West, said the 
ballots were "definitely spoiled for one reason or another". The contentious 
papers were open to scrutiny, but no objections were lodged, he added. 


In St. George's North it is claimed that because the poll started 20 minutes 
late at 10.20 a.m. and closed at 7 p.m. a number of voters were prevented from 


voting. 


Joining Mr. John Davis as the six non-candidates in the petition are Robert 
Wilson, Southampton branch Chairman, Don Tuzo, member of PLP committees, 
Leonie Richards, Devonshire North Chairman, Audrey Armstrong, representing 
Pembroke East and Clarkson Tankard, representing Sandys North. 


New Constituencies in Legal Battle 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 9 Mar 83 pp 1, 5 


[Text] ; 
Warwick “Bast. St.’ 





The Progressive Labour 
Party has intensified its 
fight to have the February 3 
General Eleetion declared 
null and void by drawing 
three constituencies into the 
legal battle in which it has 
already named the 40 
elected MPa 


George's North and Hamui- 


‘ton West have now been 


named in separate court ac- 
tions in the Supreme Court 
' Last night neither PLP 
spokesman Senator David 
Allen nor the party chair- 
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original action filed last 
Wednesday was an umbrella 
petition which would be 
clanfied by the three const:- 
tuency cases. But he de- 
ferred further questions to 











George 

the 

PLP’s 26 unsuccessful can- 
“private’ 


Maxwell 
citizens” filed a civil peti- 


aS 


_—. -- 5 


returning 
Wednesday 


and newly-elected 


N. Dill, Dr. Thomas 


ral Mrs. Scoet had fail- 


ed to ensure that voter regis- 





P MPs Mr. 
it10n- 
alleged 


Burgess and Dr. 


Thomas. 


Several of those named in 


the writs are believed to 


Last 


@ and Neville Somner in 
Hamilton West against Mrs. 
tion against all 40 MPs — 
including 14 members of the 
tration was carned out effec- 
tively. ste « 


didates and 


have been 
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DISSENSION STALKS PLP; MOVE AGAINST LEADER PERCEIVED 


Comment on Thomas Resignation 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 8 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] 


Progressive Labour Party 
spokesman Senator David 
Allen said yesterday he was 
not “unduly concerned” at 
the resignation of Mr. Aus- 
tin Thomas from the 
Shadow Cabinet. ! 

“Anyone has the right to 
disagree.’ Senator Allen 
said tnllowing news that Mr. 
Thomas had stepped down 
as Shadow Minister of 


Health and Social 


Servicesbecause he was not 
“happy with the Party’s 
leadership. 

He is the second PLP MP 
to give up his place in the 
Shadow Cabinet in four 
months. Mr. Gilbert Darrell, 
current Parliamentary 
Whip. stepped down in No- 
vember from Planning and 
the Environment after what 
was thought to be a serious 
disagreement with the PLP 
leacership. 

“What | can reveal here is 
that Mrs. Lois Browne 
Evans was re-elected as PLP 
leader by an overwhelming 


majority following the Gen-: 
eral Election and the ratio 
was in fact three-to-one in 
favour,” Senator Allen said. 

“It would be unrealistic to' 
expect every single member! 


to suppert the ieader,” he! 
added 


Mr. Thomas, who held the 
Shadow Ministry of Health 
portfolio for several months 
— before that he was 
Shadow Tourism Minister: 
— said on Sunday night that. 
he would not feel com- 
fortable working in the 
Shadow Cabinet under the 
present leadership. . 

Senator Allen said Mr. 
Thomas was entitled to his 
view. He said Mrs. Lois 
Browne Evans had made it 
clear before Parliament re- 
opened that she would not 
be announcing changes in 
her Shadow Cabinet until 
after the Budget debate. 

Mr. Thomas quit his 
Shadow post just over two 
weeks ago. 


BERMUDA 








"Hatchet-Job' Charge 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 21 Mar 83 p l 
[Text] A dissident group within the Progressive Labour Party is attempting 


to "do a hatchet job" on Opposition Leader Mrs. Lois Browne Evans, an unsuccess- 
PLP candidate in the last General Election has claimed. 
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Mrs. Doreen Lightbourn, who ran in Pembroke West, believes the group is trying 
to stage a coup and remove Mrs. Browne Evans as the party leader. 


The assertion, in the latest issue of the Workers Voice, follows a de’ ‘sion by 
Mr. Austin Thomas to step down as Shadow Minister of Health because ~- was not 


happy with the leadership. 


Mrs. Lightbourn also believes that the rift over Mrs. Browne Evans contributed 
to the party's defeat in the election. 


"By an insidious campaign, started after the 1980 General Election, certain 
‘loyal’ PLP members have sought to do a hatchet job on Lois Browne Evans," 


she writes. 


"Yet, when one asks whom these concerned PLP members intend to put in her 
place one is met with a resounding 7ilence. And that is the whole crux of the 


situation." 


Still, Mrs. Lightbourn believes the present leader has the support of the ma- 
jority of the PLP's grass roots members. 


Party spokesman Senator David Allen said last night that Mrs. Browne Evans re- 
ceived about 75 percent of the votes for the leadership after the election. It 
would be unrealistic, he said, for her to get 100 percent. 


He said there were obviously some members of the United Bermuda Party who 
would have preferred a different Premier to the Hon. John Swan. Senator Allen 
said Mr. Gilbert Darrell had been in contention for PLP leader but had since 


accepted the position of party whip. 
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COUNTRY SECTiON 


UNIONS SCORE SOME SUCCESSES, REJECT WAGE HIKE OFFERS 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 28 Feb 83 p l 


{ Text } 


Public Service Workers‘ Action 


tion yesterday angrily rejected the Minister 
of Finance's suggestion that civil servants 
should only expect a 2'2. percent wage in- 
crease this year. 


pect us to expect less than that,” said 
BPSA president Mr. John Payne. 
The Hon. David Gibbons said im his 


for civil servants to get more than 2'2 per 


cent. 
But Mr. Payne replied that the BPSA 
was not concerned about the Ministers 


with him. “If we did we would cut the tail 
off him,” he said. 

The union chief accused Mr. Gibbons of 
using the same phi y as Margaret 
Thatcher and Ronald Reagan — “the rich 
must get richer and the poor must get 

Mr. Payne said he would today discuss 


the Budget Speech and the Minister's com- 
ments with his Genesal Secretary, Mr. 
Eugene Blakeney. 


But he maintained: “We will negotiate in 
the best interests of our members. We 
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° ~~. : 


- “Tl have been instructed by my manage- 
: ment committee that we are not to lose any 
of these gains we achieved in 1962. We have 
been given a mandate.” é 

Said Mr. Payne: “Mr. Gibbons can say 


. what he likes. I am just perturbed that he. 


doesn’t see fit to state that The Royal 
Gazette had a bumper year in 1982 and the 
Banks of Butterfield and Bermuda had a 
reasonable year. Neither does he tell us 
what Gibbons Company made, but infla- 
tion is caused by the workers, according to 


_ him.” 


The BPSA president said Mr. Gibbons 


‘had produced an inflationary Budget in 


e_ 
—— for a new contract around 
June. present agreement ires on 
September 30. _ 

“By September inflation might be run- 
ning at 10-15 percent in which case we 
would not ask for seven percent,” said Mr.. 
Payne. “We are asking for some fringe 
benefits and basic pay will depend on the 
— of the economy when we go to the 
tabie. 


He was not concerned that MPs and 
Senators were getting a ten percent wage 
increase while Mr. Gibbons was advocating 
2'2 percent for civil servants. “‘It is a reia- 
tive thing,” he said. 








Blue Collar Wage Increase 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 10 Mar 83 p |} 


| Text | 


~~ Gowernment blue collar 
workers were yesterday 


active to the end of 1982. 

Union and Government 
negotiating teams signed the 
contract yesterday at the 
Stonington Beach Hotel 
Technology Department of 


each year of the two-year 
contract. 

This year the workers 
have won a 9.6 percent wage 
increase in the first year, to 
be followed by a 6.47 percent 
wage increase in the second 
year. The contract also calls 
for the wages of the lowest 
: workers to be increased 

a minimum of $29. 

Chief Government 
tiator Dr. Idwal Hughes, Di- 
rector of Agriculture ‘and 
Fisheries, praised both sides. 
for the “workmanlike” ap- 
proach taken at the 
tiations and the “good rela. 
tionship” established by 


, The contract covers eight 
divisions of workers within 
Government. They include. 
employees from the Public 
Works Department; Marine 


-tion Department, Tennis 


Stadium; Postal _Depart- 


- ment; Health and Social 


Services: and the 
agricultural workers. 
wb aa « . how 


=a - 


Industrial Union's Legal 'Victory' 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 21 Mar 83 p 2 


interpreted by 
the Workers Voice. the 
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union's newspaper, a8 a@ vic- 
tory, “Union Wins Court 


Ball, MP, a BIU defendant 
exonerated”. Dr. Ball was 


pressed concern that the 
Chief Justice, the Hon. Sir 
to question the reliability 
and truthf.iness of every 
single witness for the BIU 
and appeared to be saying 
that every witness for the 

The hotel employers have 
said they would not com- 
ment on the judgment until 
after meeting to discuss the 
implications. 











COUNTRY SECTION 


ANALYSIS OF HOW LOCAL INFLATIONARY SPIRAL FUNCTIONS 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 22 Feb 83 p 13 


| Text j 


Oi) -& -Xee * 40 id ce ‘ JUST how . ' 
much is Bermuda's rate of inflation home grewn, of 
can it all be blamed on er — 8, a 
And how ithportant is thé cost of services com 
——= in the local inflationary spiral? = =.” 
are some of the questions this detailed six- 
page study just released by Government's statistical . 
department attempts to answer. ‘Sera Oa 
Main findings are: : 
@ Almost half of al? 
spending in Bermuda last 
ve@r was on services, 
@ Spending was mostly on 
local rather than foreign 
services: ‘ 
@ Prices of services have 
increased at a much higher 
rate than prices of goods and 
the rise in the price of 
services has heen greater 
than the general rate of in- 
lation. 
The paper demonstrates 
that in the vear to Novem- 
her 1982 when the general 
rate of inflation rose by 7.2 
percent. the price of services 
increased at more than twice 
the rate tor all goods. 
Services tese by 10.) percent 
with goods rising at 4.8 per- 
cent. 
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““s Similarly in the vear ‘to 


November 1981 when the 
general .cost of living in- 
creased by 10 percent the 
com of goods rose at a slower 


fate of 7.5 percent while 


services increased at a much 
higher rate of 13.4 percent. 

Commenting on the study, 
Finance Minister the Hon. 
David Gibbons notes in an 
official release: “. . .the 
paper Clearly demonstrated 
that price rises at the retail 
‘evel could be increasingly 
attributable to local cost 
factors. 

“Between November 1980 
and November 1981 in- 
creases in the price of local 
services other than rent had 
heen 15.1 percent and had 
contributed 30 percent of the 
total rise in the retail price 
index. 

“In «© vear to November 
1982 <2 price of local 
services had risen 12.4 per- 
cent and had contributed to 
over ‘) percent of the total 
increase in the RPI.” 








™ And he adds. “while thei 
average increase in the price 
of conaumer: goods had risen 
4.8 percent over the last year‘ 
compared with 7.5 percent a: 
veur age. an analysis of the 
export prices of gaods from: 
Hermuda’s woverseas sup-. 
pliers indicated on average: 
little. if anv, incr-ase in Ber-- 
mudas import pfices over 
those prevailing 4 year ago.” 
' “Thosx much ofthe in. : 
crease in the retail price- of 
many goods sold locally is 
attributable to domestic in- 
flation-" 

The study on The rele ia 
contribution. ob services in, 
the all-items re retail price in 
dex is prepared in great de< 
tail by the Statistical De 
partment. Leading us, from 
initial definitions through 
four statistical. tables and 
step by step analysis to t 
conclusions. 

Its authors. are careful to 
point, out “Bermuda .is 
unique with respect to 
higher rate of price c 
im the-service sector com- 
oooh with the goods sector.’ 
For example in the year toy 
September 1962. Canada re~’ 
corded an all items cha 
of 10.4 percent. with services 
up [2.5 percent compared: tot 
‘all goods up 8.9 percent. 

“Similarly in the Usa 
although the toeal all iteras! 
change over this particular 
vear was much lower at 5.0), 
percent. services advanced? 
7.1 percent. more than twice ; 
as fast as the 3.4 percent. 
change recorded for all 
goods. 

The study was carried out 
hecause the Statistical De- 
partment tound that though | 
“many substantial price in- , 
creanes were occurnng in the 
rvarious service components | 
ot the index. . it was not 
immediately apparent how 
important servicés are ™ 
within the total weighting 
pattern. nor how to make an 
assexament of the contribu- 
tion of price changes in the 
service components com- 
pared with price changes of 
goods on movements in the 
all items index.” 







6l, 


Starting with definitions, 
the auth« re defined goods as 
tangible and services as in- 
tangible or alternatively 


goods iavolv€ the purchaser-' 


-in ownership of some new 


property. no matter ‘how 
small or short lived. whereas 
eapenditurd “on services 
merely enables. the- 
purchaser. to maintain or | 
restore the value of some¢ 
‘thing he already owned. 

Most items, they say, 
“can easily be classified 
either aa a good or a service. 
with the moat arguable case 
being where to put electrici- 
yy... 

—~ But_ftollowing Canadian 
“practice, ~“Sléctritity has 
“been allocated to the goods 
sector’. 

The study was limited to 
two periods — November 
1980 to November 1981 and 
November 1981 to November 
1982. 

\. The analysis begins witha 
division of each of the nine 
main groups of the retail 
price index of November 
1982: into goods and services. 

It comes to the conclusion 
that services accounted for 
almost one half (some 46 
percent) of the total spend- 
“ing on and services 
with rent being the biggest 
single component at 17.6 
percent. 

This figure tor Bermuda 
compares with 41 percent in 
the USA and 43 vem in 


€anada. 
Further anaiveie - tound 
that “the vast majority of 


the service sector is in tact 
composed of local services of 
one kind or another’. ( Local 
services made up 39.4 per- 
eent of the 45.6 percent 
service contribution to the 
all-wem retail price index) 
Foreign services such as 
air fares, overseas hote! 
charges and college tuition. 


the authors point out. are 
pot subject “to any signifi- 
cant degree of local in- 
fluence *. 

Having isolated the 
service sector the study 


then went on to lank at price 

















moveménts in the major 
components of the service | 
group over the [ast two vears 

And as a final step tf 
analysed the contribution of{ 
price changes of goods and 
services to movements in the 
index as a whole tor the two 
vears. 

The service sector. it 

found, “accounted tor the 
majority of totak change in 
the all-items index in. each 
year”. : 
@ Beginning in March the 
Statistical Department will. 
release regular quarterly in- 
formation on the contribu- 
tion of services to the retail 
Price index. . 


“PRICE MOVEMENTS IN. 
- THE LAST TWO YEARS 


- (percentage chage) : 


NOV 1981 NOV 1982 
NOV 1980 NOV 1981 


ALL LOCAL SERVICES (private) 12.8 i; 105 
Rent = / 106 78 


” Household services , 16.2 11.9 
* Transportation 89 - 14.2 
* Medical 20.1 © 14.5 

. ‘ar oe ‘ 13.90 . 12.7 



















oo . b 












16.1 6.3 


Trensportahon 142 78 
25.0 nil 

















ALL LOCAL SERVICES 13.0 103 


a ; 
ALL FOREIGN SERVICES » 189 104 
Tranportation 17.0 10.) 
Other . wd 12.0 


“ALL SERVICES LOCAL & FOREIGN 134 10.3 & 
ALL GOOOS 75 48 
ALL ITEMS PRICE INDEX 72 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERIUDA 


FINANCE MINISTER ISSUES PROPOSALS FOR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 4 Mar 83 ppl, 3 


| Text ] 


Government is to extend its moratorium on 
hotels, restrict cruise ship business and en- 
courage international companies to invest in 
housing. These hard hitting proposals were ; 
revealed in a report on the local economy. 
released yesterday by the Minister of- 
Finance. the Hon. David Gibbons. « *\- - 

kt is to be introduced in: three with a maximum of * 
the House of Assembly to- two alongside in Hamilton. 
day and leys down @Abandon the two-port 
guidelines for the Island's concept from 1964. Any ship 
ao longer prepared to remain © 

tains tr  Bermudians and -non+} 

the recent drop in visitor ’ Bermudians are competing . 
pumbers leaves seope fore! = for the limited number of 


congestion and crowding in 
Hamilton, produce ‘‘re- 
latively little revenue” in 
comparison with regular vis- 
itors and should be spread 
more widely throughout the 
Istand. 

Though international 
business has stimulated 
prosperity and employment 
the report suggests that non- 
Bermudians working for un- 
ternational companies create 


@ greater impact on the ren- 


tal market than their actual 


numbers suggest. 


a = Wasi rental units with the inter- ' 
withou adimea |, oew national company employee - 
Aslan, often having the advantage 
may hav’ teached # of a housing allowance com- 
tolerable maximum inthe bined with a short work con- 
peak seasons of 1979 Und traet which offesed landlords 
1980. bi @ more attractive prop- 
And cruise ships create. osition. 


Based gn this detailed 51- 


page report, Bermuda — An 


Economic Review, Govern- 
ment is prpposing to: 

@ Limit the rate of -gro@th 
in the economy to not more 
than 3 percent a year. 

@ Extend the existing 
moratorium on the building 
of new hotels for a further 
five years, with the excep- 
tion of Dockyard where a 
cottage colony will be en- 
couraged as part of the de- 
velopment pian. . 











' @ Stop the” allocation oF? 
beds or rooms. to non-: 
Bermudian owned properties. 
though they may be allowed’ 
to acquire beds formerly al-; 
located to other a -Bermu> 
dian owned propert > 
@ Limit the aa al of: 
cruise ships visiting the. 
Island in any one one day _toy 
at St. George's would not be’ 
permitted a berth in Hamil- 
ton. “7 





e Encourage:  inter-! 


national business with 
growth primarily through 
the expansion of existing 
firms. 

@ Diversify international 
business both within the in- 
surance industry and per- 
haps in the computer soft- 
ware and tele- 
communications field. 

@ Encourage investment 
by international companies 
in residential development 
for staff and Bermudian ac- 
commodation. 

The Review prepared by 
the Ministry of Finance and 
heralded in -the Budget 
statement last week ex- 


amines the rapid growth of 
the seventies which raised 
material standards but 
placed strain on the Island’s 
limited resources. 

This strong growth and 
pressure of demand led to 
rises in local costs. 
particularly in hotel room 
rates, in rents, in real wages 
and heavy commercial con- 
struction led to fewer re- 
sources available for housing 
conetruction, the Report 


found. 


It warns: “Neither tour- 
ism nor international com- 
pany business are likely to 
grow as rapidly during the 
eighties as they did during 
the seventies.’ 

And the report cautions: 
“Rising relative costs pose a 
threat to the competitive- 
ness of both Bermuda's ma- 
jor export industries ...”’. 

The study was prompted 
by the Rance Committee re- 
port on the future of inter- 
national business and the 
fact that Government's pres- 
ent phasing policy on hotels 
expires in June this year. % 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


SUBSCRIPTION TV PROMOTER WANTS DISPUTED OPERATIONS SITE 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 17 Mar 83 p 5 


| Text } 


Starvision President Mr. Arnold Francis QC, yesterday current affairs, religious and family mmes from the 
described the planned fruit orchard site for his pay-tele- American services WTBS, CNN and ; drama, comedy, 
vision company's headquarters as suitable to house an earth documentary and general programmes from the British 
station, broadcast studio, 5,000 watt transmittor building broadcasters BBC and ITV; and news, sports, current af- 


and 250)-foot tower. 

Although Mr. Francis did not tell Hamilton Lions Club 
members that the site was partially on Wilderness Lane 
arable land, he said: “We have already identified a suitable 
site and are seeking planning permission for erection.” 

The lawyer. who said he had been chairman of the 
Planning Board for eight years, said Starvision had now 
applied formally to the Planning Department for per- 
mission. Two objections had been made, one by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Fisheries and one by Cable and 
Wireless. 

He said: “The next step is for the Development Applica- 
tions Board to consider our application and make its de- 
cision. 

The subscription TV service operation, he said, would 
require: : 

@An earth station and satellite dish equipped with six 
independent receiving amplifiers capable of receiving six 
channels simultaneously; 

BA broadcast studio in close proximity to the earth station 
which would house earth station control equipment, a 
switching console, coding or scrambling equipment, video 
tape play-back and recording equipment; 

BA 5,000 watt transmitter housed in a small transmitter 
hut linked to the broadcast tower by either cable or micro- 
wave. 

@And a 250-foot broadcast antenna which would transmit 
signals to television sets throughout the Island. 

Subscribers would need small decoding boxes to un- 
scramble the system's signals. _ 

Mr. Francis also outlined programmes his service would 
be offering. Already lined up were: sport, movie, news, 


CSO: 3298/477 


68 


fairs, cartoons and documentaries from the Canadian 
services CBC, Global and the Canadian Film Board. 

Mr. Francis took the opportunity to criticise Cablevision 
plans to transmit programmes via underground cables. 


The Bermuda Communications Corporation (BCC), 
parent company of Starvision, believed cable TV was un- 
suitable for Bermuda for four reasons. 


He said: “Firstly, unlike metropolitan areas of the United 
States where they're dealing with high densities of popula- 
tion in already developed areas, Bermuda has mostly indi- 
vidual houses spread out in a comparatively disordered 
manner.’ The cost of linking those houses by cable would 
be “unacceptable”, he said. 


The older citizens of Bermuda likely to spend most time 
watching TV tended to live in parts of the Island which had 
been developed without the benefit of planning laws. “One 
would reasonably conclude there would be a horrendous 
problem in channelling cables to units in these areas,” he 
said. 

Starvision’s thitd objection to cable TV was an en- 
vironmental one. Mr. Francis said the company believed it 
wrong to dig up every road and side road to lay cables if an 
alternative method of transmission could be found. 

Fourthly, he said, once cables were laid they would still 
have to be dug up from time to time for maintenance and 

ir. 
He said: “In 1979 my colleagues took the first step to 
introduce this technology to Bermuda. This form of 
subscription television was fairly new in the United States. 
but the system is now in wider use and in many instances 1s 
being preferred to cable television.” 




















COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


ARGUMENT FOR FACING CENTRAL AMERICAN ‘REALITY’ 
San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 18 Mar 83 p i4-A 
{|"Editorial viewpoint" Column by Ricardo Lizano: "Silence Pastora?"] 


[Text] From various points of view, recent statements by Commander Eden 
Pastora have provoked protests from several sectors of the nation, who are 
alarmed by the content of these statements and the embarassment they could 
cause for the country. Briefly, Pastora has announced that, on 15 April, one 
year after his public break with the leaders of the Sandinist National 
Liberation Front (FSLN), he will hold a press conference, from which point 
forward--to quote him exactly--"we will stop talking." Despite the fact that 
at no time has he spoken explicitly of "moving on to deeds," nevertheless, 

his remarks, imbued with the emotionalism characteristic of him, could lead 

to the supposition by some people that he was announcing the beginning of a 
military adventure in which Costa Rica would not like to see itself involved. 
Certainly, today more than ever the principle of nonintervention in the internal 
affairs of other nations should be the maxim governing relations between our 
country and others, especially those in the rest of the isthmus. But neither 
should be forget that we are part of Central America and that the struggles-- 
some just, others the result of meddling--that plague the peoples of the region 
have their impact here, and we must face up to this reality. There are offices 
and representatives of groups here that, while they may not be treatening 

to rise up in arms, are linked to organizations that actually are up in arms 
and customarily issue statements of a political nature. Apropos of this, it 

is unreasonable for certain sectors to demand silence of Pastora and not of 
others with whom they are in sympathy, as well as to invoke nonintervention 
when they call for intervention on behalf of their own interests. And those 
who do not believe in the commander's sincerity could at least give him the 
benefit of the doubt, since political struggles do not evolve or take definite 
form overnight. In any case, if there is anyone who has an interest in destroy- 
ing the Pastora legend forever, it is surely the FSLN leaders, who see in it a 
vision capable of securing the adherence of vast groups of Nicaraguans opposed 


to themselves. 


12336 
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COUNTRY SECTION COSTA RICA 


BRIEFS 


ANTI-SANDINISTS ARRESTED IN NORTH--Eight members of an anti-Sandinist commando 
have been captured in the last 2 days in the northern border region, near the 
Penas Blancas customs station. Reliable sources in the Ministry of Public 
Security said that FAL rifles, 30-caliber M 1 carbines, radio sets and military 
stores had been confiscated from them. Those arrested identified themselves 
as belonging to the movement headed by the dissident guerrilla commander Eden 
Pastora Gomez. Nevertheless, a spokesman for the Sandino Revolutionary 
Front group denied knowing anything about the incident. The arrests and con- 
fiscation of arms were part of the operations carried out in recent days by 
the Public Security Forces, which resulted in the discovery of four insurgent 
camps. According to a confidential ministry spokesman, those arrested are 
being held by order of the Immigration Department as undocumented Nicaraguans. 
He added that the camps had recently been abandoned and that locating them had 
been difficult owing to the refusal of local inhabitants to report on clandestine 
movements in the area. The police have ascertained that those who are engaged 
insurrection against the regime of the nine commanders enjoy the secret support 
of many people. This fact complicates any investigation that may be carried 
out, the police spokesman said. However, he pointed out that, in accordance 
with the instructions of President Luis Alberto Monge, the authorities in the 
border region are acting in such a way as to ensure neutrality in foreign 
conflicts. In this connection, there is the decision to station at Puerto Viejo 
de Sarapiqui 140 members of the Guard's Condor unit, who weretrained last year 
by Panamanian instructors. These same troops have taken on the task of pushing 
forward the construction of three barracks that will be used to house them in 
Puerto Viejo. From that place, they will spread out over the northern Atlantic 
coast in the area surrounding the mouths of the Sarapiqui, San Carlos and 
Colorado Rivers, where the local inhabitants have complained of arbitrary acts 
committed by Sandinist soldiers. [Text] [San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 12 Mar 


83 p 8-A] 12336 


DENIAL ON 'BLUE BERETS'--The "Blue Beret" group belonging to the Free Costa Rica 
Movement is neither paramilitary nor extremist, according to an explanatory 

note sent to this newspaper by Mr Bernal Urbina Pinto, president of the 
organization. The note, which was also signed by Willy Solis G., coordinator of 
the "Blue Berets," refers to a story published in our 8 March edition that 
originated with the Ministry of Public Security. At the ministry, it was 
learned that, as the result of complaints made two the Office of the President 

by inhabitants of Moravia, the minister, Licenciado Angel Edmundo Solano, had 
ordered an investigation into the arbitrary acts supposedly committed by a group 
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called "Blue Berets.” According to the Free Costa Rica note, the aforesaid 
group is composed "principally of umiversity students and as a legally constitued 
entity is protected by law." "It is not a ‘paramilitary’ or extremist group, 

as the journalist responsible for the story shamelessly affirms” Mr Urbina's 
note declares. Subsequently, it adds: "They are students who have received 
training in civil defense, in order to be placed under the orders of the 
appropriate authorities in case any kind of emergency arises." "This group,” 

ic further adds, ‘was created to help the communities and not to intimidate 
them." Finally, they hope that the untoward acts committed will be investigated 
to see who is responsible “and to clear the name of a group of young people 

who constitute an organization with very different objectives from those 
mentioned in the story." [Text] [San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 11 Mar 83 p 
12-A} 12336 


CSO: 3248/627 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


BRIEFS 


DELEGATION TOURS PDRY PROJECTS--Led by Ramon Castro Ruz, a Cuban delegation of 
the State Committee for Economic Cooperation is visiting the People's Demo- 
cratic Republic of Yemen [PDRY], where it is touring various projects of live- 
stock-agricultural development and construction sites. Ramon Castro, director 
of the Valle de Picadura Livestock Breeding Farm, and others accompanying him 
were received by Muhammad Sulayman Nasir, alternate member of the Yemen Social- 
ist Party Central Committee and agriculture minister. The delegation has 
visited an experimental agricultural project for the production of cattle 

feed, a dairy farm and a center for artificial insemination where Cuban special- 
ists work. Our country will contribute to the construction of housing for 
peasants in Democratic Yemen. [Text] [FLO12140 Havana Domestic Service in 


Spanish 2105 GMT 1 Apr 83] 


PEREZ HERRERO RECEIVES DELEGATIONS—Antonio Perez Herrero, alternate member 

of the Party Politburo, has received in Havana the delegations which attended 
the 10th meeting of directors of central institutes of educational sciences 
held at the Palace of Conventions since last Monday. The chiefs of delegation 
of the 16 countries which took part in the event signed a final protocol stat- 
ing that multilateral cooperation had been strengthened and was being success- 
fully implemented. Similarly, the delegation chiefs decided to hold the next 
meeting in Czechoslovakia in 1985 and thanked the Cuban side for providing 
excellent conditions for holding the event and for the magnificent organiza- 
tion of the work and preparation of materials. [Text] [FLO21255 Havana 
Domestic Service in Spanish 1200 GMT 2 Apr 83] 


FMLN ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATED IN HAVANA--Under the slogan: Free El Salvador 
and no to intervention, a ceremony marking the 13th anniversary of the found- 
ing of the Farabundo Marti Popular Forces has been held in Havana. The cere- 
mony paid tribute to a number of brave combatants who fell in the struggle 
against the oligarchy and imperialists in that Central American country. Some 
of those so honored were (Antonio Carboza), leader of a Guapaza-area guerrilla 
column, Commander (Bernardo Torres), combatant (Felipe Pena) and Comanera 
Marinela Garcia Villas, president of the Salvadoran Human Rights Commission, 
just recently murdered by the genocidal regime of that country. (Andres 
Martinez), member of the FMLN mission in Cuba, delivered the ceremony's clos- 
ing remarks. [Excerpts] [FLO21755 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 


2 Apr 83] 
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CABRIZAS CRITICISM OF U.S.--At the fifth ministerial conference of the Group of 
77 underway in Buenos Aires, Cuba denounced the blockade imposed against it by 
the United States, expresied its support for Argentine sovereignty over the 
Malvinas Islands and accused Washington of practicing an interventionist 
policy in Central America. At the plenary session, Cuban Foreign Trade Min- 
ister Ricardo Cabrizas said the meeting is taking place at a time when the 
world is faced with the real possibility of a nuclear holocaust, and accused 
the United States of having set aside dialogue, detente and negotiations. 

The Cuban official pointed out that Washington had replaced those elements 
with a rapid arms buildup, with the intention of achieving military superior- 
ity and continuing its interventionist policy in Latin America, particularly 
in Central America. He also noted that the conflict over the Malvinas exposed 
the true nature of the inter-American reciprocal assistance treaty, the U.S. 
policy toward Latin America and the contempt of Washington for the interests 
of the nations in the area. [Text] [PA070353 Havana International Service 


in Spanish 0000 GMT 7 Apr 83] 


CSO: 3248/655 


73 











it 


COUNTRY SECTION 


MASS MOVEMENT LIBERATION'S ANALYSIS OF BISHOP REGIME 


Kingston THE VINCENTIAN in English 4, 1l Mar 83 


(Article "contributed by a representative of GNMML': 


Movement Liberation show, another side of the Grenada situation"] 


[4 Mar 83 p 10] 


{Text ] 


For almost four years 
now. 
Grenada National Mass 
Movement Liberation 
UNMML) 
nave remained silent on the 


Grenada issue in order to, 
obeerve carefully and to 


8 ee oe 


before 
deciare ourseives. We are. 


not communists. nor 
capitalists or socialists or, 
facists.nor do we adhere to 
colonial or neocolonial 
treds; we are liberals with 
a differenceeTo that we 
mean, there cre ad- 
vantages in all our 
systems. However, we say 
that we are liberals with 
a difference meaning that, 
we believe m justice for all 
human beings not in the 
hypocriticai way as the 
socalled liberal countries 
on earth practice it. We 
understand that, people in 
~ state will adhere to 
itical and religious 
les based on their 


@nchor 

whatever facet of lif- they 
choose. We as men and 
women who have come 
together for a common 
cause ~ the liberation of 








people. We clearly 

our iimitations, 

but we have not lost sight of 
our conviction. . 

The March 13th 1979 

transaction that occured in 


power 

their specialities and 
from power by their 
vulgarities. It nas now, 
become a trauition in 
Grenada, that any politica] 
issue that has to be solved, 

Maust end in violence. 
However. the rise of 
Gairyism brought about 
the fall of plantocracy 
exploitation, and the 
dwindling of foreign 
control in Grenada, 
whereby many poor people 
or peasants had an op- 
portunity to rise to certain 
social positions and be 
delivered from economic 
distress. But alongside 
those assets were many 
untold sufferings that were 
inflicted on some people 
concerning the claim of 
land by families. As the 
gospel goes, ‘All power 
corrupts but absolute 
power corrupts abdeniutelv.” 
Gairy, in the implementing 
of his political cult. had 





"Grenada National Mass 








-~- 


‘Text | 


short period of time. 
Moreover. the British had a 
strong hatred for him, 
maybe it was something 
personal or to some extent 
reciai; had mysteriously 
rant franchise to 


the day and who the British 


iucal chance that 
t about a milestone 

in Grenads's political 
economy which elevated 
the commercial con-- 
munity The downfall of 
Herbert Blaize was quite 
obvious in ‘that Gairy was a 
great opposition worker 
who never rested. Blaize on 
the other hand, who had a 
very short od to * 
‘umself wth his ae 
goals, was imperceptible to 
any scon coming defeat. 

The politcal birth of 
Bishop came about in 
Grenada's history when 


‘ . . | 
Mar 83 p i0} 


Contributed by 


lots of unrest was 
prevalent in the form of 
which was hbighly 
politically flavoured for 
intellectuals to seize 
power. And with that, he 
started his Crebo 
movement with an elite 
class, whilst the rural 
grass. roots in the 


suffering for his political 

stand) had a Jewel 
Movement in the Parish of 
St. David's, the parish 
without a town. Their 
objective was to bring 


The Independence issue 
came about, when the 
nation’ was in great 


early seventies Bishop 
presented himself to be a 
member of Jewel he was 
refused by the group 
because they had 
mistrusted him, not only 
because he was bpougoise, 
but because his father 


Rupert Bishop was a 
staunch, 

of Gairy. In fact 

prompted 


Supporter 
that was what 


him to form his Crebo 


a Lucky 


ow 
to r nce 
1974, Bishop had misusec 
the unity of Crebo and 
Jewel for his own ends that 
isto overthrow Gairy That 
was the first sign of his 
unconstitutional a ch 
to national! issues. rges 
were laid against them, 
together with a little 
trashing from Innocent Bel 
mar to behave themselves 
for the restoral 

of peace in Grenada, 
People magnify the story 
and call Duffus Com- 
mission Enquiry to prove 
that their lawlessness was 
right, when in fact, they 
knew that they had incited 
people's schooi children to 
go to the hill, ‘as they. 
confess everyday.’ to 
overthrow Gairy. In those 
days, when the talk of 
police brutality was in the 
air, it was only for national 
safety. However, what 
Duffus got he tock and 
pointed lots of meaningful 
people unfit for public 
office. And that created a 
terrible image for Gairy's 

internationally 

But what is worthy to 
note further. is that al) the. 
charges that Gairy laid 
against Bishop. he dropped 
them. along with those that 
were made agains: the 
mongoose gang in order tc 
bring about national] peace. 
So the charges that the 
mongoose got were 
undeserved. Even though 
the mongoose gang got 
two hundred years to suare 
amongst six neoole. Bishop 
ana ms other crimunais, 
hag creason, arson, murder 
and many others that add 
up to fifty charges in 
nurnber. 


Bernard. Iry 


Representative * GNMML 
Gairy s8vstem had a three 
pallar security. which hed 
ev-n heined in many in- 
stances ‘o put peace when 
the country was potentially 
at war Innocent Belmar. 


Bishop. these men had 
both popularity and 
Military discipline 
Moreuver. the position that 
thev were in was of great 
umportance to the country. 
and those were the men 








who were standing in 
Bishop's way, hence they 
were strategically 
removed to bring the 
siiuation in Grenada. 
Beimar was shot. Lucky 


Gernara .was unlucky he 


look at the effects which 
are weil known but not 
quite understood. Com. 
munists are at your door 
The morning of th. 
revolution Grenadians 
heard a hopeful sound by 
the present prime 
Minister: ‘‘Tnis 
revolution is for food, for 
work, there will be free 
and fair elections, the 
lands that were taken away 
by Gaury 
would be restored to their 
owners, there will be 
freedom of expression. 
freedom of 


Six months after this the 
only independent 
newspaper was closed 
down Eleven months 
after, an independent 
candidate, Winston Whyte, 
and a hard working young 
man as Teddy Victor with 
some other people who had 
been committed to see that 
their country go good was 
accused of counter- 

attempts . 
Just that, seven 
— ed yen omy 

ve a entitled 
‘Beat Beck Destabilizers . 
he said 


“The first acts of our 
governmem had been .o 


repeal and abolish Gairy 's 
newsoaper law. 
wtuch had required news 
= ll to pay $20,000 00 
having the mght to 
publish.’ In 1981 a group of 
concerned citizens, 
lawyers. trade umomusts, 





business men etc. got 
together to form a news 
per entitled, ‘Voice’. 
were given ail legal 
rights by the Bishop 
regime to form and carry 
out their publication Then 
the P.M. deceitfully went 
on the media m conjunction 
with a rally and 


of them indefinitely 
without trial. 


They then published 
people's law No. 18 of 1981 
“Act 3,” save as is per- 
mitted by this law no 
newspaper cr other. 
paper. pamphiet or 


any political matter 
published for sale, 
ee das or other 


be produced, 

erinted. a bikes or 
Gatribuie a.” Grenada 
in which 


this poy vl po have vetiect - 
renaltes. 


or with 
other persons. pr ice, 
prints publishes or 
fa he or causes to de 
or 
ted in any body 
eye reyy or unin- 
corporated which produces 
prints. published or 
distributes any newspaper 
or other publication in 
contravention of this law 
shall on summary con- 
viction be liable to a fine 
not exceeding ten 
thousand dollard or to a 
term of imprisonment not 
exceeding three years or 
both such fine and im- 
isonment.”’ 

Over and above all, who 
gave Bishop and his 
follo~ers the mght to make 
‘Peoples Law’? Were the 


‘* Every person who, 
either by himself 





people consulted at any 
time”? No. They are so 
dishonest that people's law 
20 and 21 deals with the 
election issue and no 
lawyer in the island has one 
a yet. 
Why doe s Bishop think, 
that the Grenadian 
Rastafarians need 
rehabilitation? And even 
if they do, look who is 
takang the authority to do 
so. Moreover still, look ai 
the place that they are 
putting people's children 
in- places where they can 
see their families twice a 
month, they are not to eat 
the food shat th are 
accustomed to, and they 
are forced to work and 
gross video in- 
doctrination. 
And finally the gross 
torturing of people to 
death. The Methodist 
minister was murdered for 
his sermon. Some 
detainees, as Buck Budhall 
under torture by Jostin 
Roberts who pushed a 
mopstick up his anus 
and for eight days he was 
constipated. When at a 
point in time, he asked for 
water, an electric wire 
was placed in his throct 
instead of water, after. 
being in blindfold for 
months with a hand cuff 
behind his back. The 
electric wire which had 
been placed in his throat 
resulted in a throat in- 
fection, which has not gone 
away. 
Warning, 1984 the in- 
ternational airport is due to 
. Don't forget The 
Torchlight, Sunday August 
12th 1979 issue entitled: 
‘‘War Zone In The 
Caribbean."’ 


“Could there be sinister 
developments either taking 
place or about to take place 
on the south eastern coast 
of Grenada”'’ 








COUNTRY SECTION GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT LEASING OF FARMS--ST. GEORGES Grenada Tuesday (CANA)--The People's 
Revolutionary Government (PRG) of Grenada was compulsorily leased seven pri- 
vately owned farms in the country under a 1981 land development and utilisation 
law, according to agricutlure Minister George Louison. He said that more pri- 
vate estates were expected to be compulsorily leased by the Grenada Government. 
They were not utilised by the owners. Mr. Louison did not name the farms 
leased but in recent weeks the government Grazette has identified some of these 
earmarked as the Grenville Vale estate, Woodford estate and the Belvidere es- 
tate. Under the law, the owners of idle or under-utilised land of 100 acres or 
more who have failed to prepare a plan for the development of the land within a 
time limit set by a government-appointed commission, would have their lands 
compulsorily leased by the government for 10 years to ensure that it is devel- 
oped for agricultural purposes. The leftist Grenada Government which came to 
power here in a March 13, 1979 coup said that the land development and utilisa- 
tion law is aimed at building a "modern" agricultural industry in the country. 
{Bridgetown ADPVOCATE-NEWS in English 16 Mar 83 p 3] 


CSO: 3298/495 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


NICARAGUAN REPLY TERMED EVIDENCE OF 'IRRATIONALITY' 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 2 Feb 83 p 7 


(Editorial: "Unlimited Cynicism"] 

[Text] The communist military government of Nicaragua is reaching extremes of 
political irratioality. It could easily be stated--without fear of exaggera- 
tion--that its leaders suffer from unlimited cynicism. 


We had the most recent evidence of this fanatical attitude incmsistent with 
truth when we read the response of Mrs Nora Astorga, acting secretary of for- 
eign affairs of the neighboring country, to the note recently sent by the Hon- 
duran minister of foreign affairs, Edgardo Paz Barnica. 


In his note, the foreign minister of our country invited his counterpart, Mi- 
guel D'Escoto, to visit the border to carefully verify that there are no anti- 
Sandinist guerrilla camps in Honduras. 


Since Mr D'Escoto was out of the country, Undersecretary Astorga answered ex- 
plaining that, given that circumstance, he could not come "to inspect the 
places where the Somocist counterrevolutionary camps are located." 

One must be truly irresponsible and coarse to handle sucn a difficult and deli- 
cate subject in the international relations of two countries so lightly and 
untruthfully. Whether they like it or not, these two countries share a common 
geographic area in Central America and will continue coexisting as lmg as 
Central America remains the isthmus that it is. 


Facing the cynicism of the Nicaraguan military regime, the undersecretary of 
foreign affairs answered Mrs Astorga that the only camps in Honduras are those 
where thousands of refugees live. They flee Nicaragua to go to Hmduras be- 
Cause the atmosphere of oppression in Nicaragua is intolerable to them. 


"My government regrets the climate of domestic violence that prevails in Nica- 
ragua. Among other things, it produces an increasingly stronger flow of Nica- 
raguan refugees to Honduras. If he had so wished, the foreign minister could 
have verified that the only camps in the border area are those that have been 
built precisely to shelter his many compatriots. They are under the supervi- 
sion of ACNUR [UN High Commission for Refugees]," stated the note signed by 
the acting minister. 
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Once more the Marxist military dictatorship shows its true intentio: talking 
about peace before the world news media and refusing to take caxcrete steps 
to procure a detente. 


Fortunately, this atheistic Pharisaism is becoming better known internatimally. 
Therefare, the romantic image of the tropical "Robin Hoods" is disappearing day 
by day and the sinister face of the Gulag begins to emerge in its plae. 


7717 
CSO: 3248/617 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


TREATMENT OF POPE IN NICARAGUA CONDEMNED 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 7 Mar 83 p 7 
[Editorial: "Masks Off!"] 


(Text ] The communist military regime in Nicaragua, led by a small cligarchy of 
commissars in the service of Cuba and the Soviet Union, took off the mask of 
"revolutionary," “progressive,” “social denocratic" and "Christian" when it 
mounted a grotesque spectacle with its fanaticized and aggressive mobs during 
the Pope's visit to Managua. 


lo the astonishment of the international public that followed the Pope's trip 
via television, the new tyranny orchestrated an offensive, disrespectful and 
virulent demagogic campaign using shock groups and choruses of slogans. Their 
task (in which they were almost successful) was to cause enormous noise to 
Keep tne Pope's message from reaching the real people of Nicaragua. 


rom the beginning, His Holiness’ visit to Managua was plagued with problems. 


fo start with, the regime tried to force the Pontiff to greet farmer priest 
Miguel D'Escoto, among others. D'Escoto has resoundingly refused to obey the 
mandate of the hierarchy to withdraw from the government and devote himself to 
his pastaral wark. 


D'Escoto prefers to continue acting as secretary of foreign affairs for the 
regime. Knowing that those who command are canmunists, he uses his position 
as a former administrator of sacraments to give the (false) image that the gov- 
ernment has excellent relations with the Church and enjoys the support of the 
Catholics who are the immerse majority of the country. 


The Pope did not permit that. In the end, of the five pseudopriests who are 
part of the Marxist regime, the only one who approached John Paul II and knelt 
before him was poet Ernesto Cardenal, minister of culture of the government. 


His Holiness, who does not hesitate to speak the truth, tolc him openly and 
without euphemisms: "You must take care of your siiuation with the Church." 
He repeated it to him seriously twice more. 


Problems continued when the far-left military regime mmopolized transportation 
to keep the real people from getting near His Holiness and to place only the 
courtiers of power there. 
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The Catholics traveled by foot, m@m bicycle and by similar means. In Spite of 
the hostility of the soldiers and militiamen, they got very close to the Pon-e 
tiff, giving him moral support. 


The monotonous slogans shouted almost drowned out the voice of the holy visi- 
tor. He had to make a great effort to make his message transcend the commnist 
boycott. It was very significant that, at the end of his visit, Peter's suc- 
cessor asked that "God free Nicaragua." 


Possibly the commissars are very pleased with their actions. Probably they be- 
lieve that they have minimized the effect of the Pope's visit @m the Nicaraguan 
people. 


However, the fruits remain to be seen. All those who still doubted that this 
regime was atheistic and Marxist-Leninist have opened their eyes. 


Internally the Nicaraguans have realized very clearly that if they are not 
Willing to fight, their country will lose not mly the civil liberties which 
are already dying but the fundamental right to worship God freely. 


Tnat awareness will have very serious practical implicatioms in the neizhbar- 
ing country. iicaragua might soon live a second and true revolution. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


SECRET INTENTIONS OF NICARAGUAN LEADERS DENOUNCED 
San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 7 Mar 383 pp 7, 46 
(Editorial: "The Commanders' Shameful Cmduct"] 


[Text] "God save Nicaragua." His Holiness, Pope John Paul II got into the 
airplane to leave the country, an international prison he came to with the 
courage and disposition of a man of faith and a citizen who has lived under 

the clutches of a totalitarian system in his native Poland. The many voices 

of the paid mob during the Eucharistic celetration did not succeed in silencing 
the voice of the shepherd who lived a few hours of real Calvary with his sheep 
aS a result of the most snameful oppression om the continent. 


Education is the risht of the family, not the materialistic and atheistic in- 
doctrination that the Marxist government tries to impose oi the youth. fhe 
Church is one and will follow the guidelines of the true shepherds, not the 
commissars at the service of international communism. This and the accusatim 
that many Nicaraguans were prohibited, through coercive measures and pressure, 
from attending the religious acts presided over by His Holiness hurt the com 
manders of the formerly free Nicaragua. 


Once more the intention of the totalitarian dictatar~ship became clear: tney 
wear religiousness to deceive the people and surround themselves with certain 
priests to attract the masses. The intentim is different though. It is not 
the people who interest them but the power to hand the country over to the 
most shameful and denigrating imperialism of the 20tn century: the Soviet 
Union. 


We will see what the magnanimous and pussilanimous members of the different 
American governments and the United States say now. There is no alternative: 
Nicaracua has fallen into the hands of international communism so shamelessly 
that it has already begun to intervene in the internal affairs of other 


countries. 


In the land of Ruben Dario, through the demagoguery of the commanders, tne 

Pope heard £1 Salvador mentioned as if Daniel Ortega were tne spokesman taking 
oer the defense of a people. John Paul II remained admired for his religious- 
ness and his emotion in tne religious ats. 


The rotten apple of Central America wants to spread its stench to all the 
countries of the isthmus. It does not quaver in achieving its intentions. 
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While the Salvadoran president speaks of democracy, elections and religious 
celebrations, the commander repeats, like a school child, the already monoto- 
nous speeches against the possible enemy, denounced repeatedly as the invader. 


The time could not be more unfavorable fa the tyrannical regime or tne Moscow 
commissars Since tne Central American people, today more than ever, are with 
the Vicar of Christ. Let them learn the lesson of El Salvador since those who 
are said to be redeemers today cauld become true oppressors tomorrow who would 
not respect the basic values of man. Guatemalan peasants do not hear siren 
songs. The tentacles of atheistic communism cannot touch, even by hypocrisy, 
the universal shepherd of the Catholic flok. 


Those priests in our country who have let themselves be carried by the slogans 
of Marxism must not forget that the machine activated from Moscow will not 
stop at anything if it is not unmasked now. The Pontiff stated this clearly. 
"There is no possible alliance with communism, with its atheistic and oppres- 
sive principles against the dignity of man." Central America has given a 
“unanimous warm welcome" oly clouded by the Marxist tyranny of Nicaragua, not 
its people who had to suffer mistreatment and even attacks fran automatic wea- 
pons but were not intimidated from being near the Pontiff. 


The question of all the Catholics of the isthmus is whether the Nicaraguan 
church will fall now, according to the Cuban-Soviet plans, into the sector of 
Silent Cnurcnes." Facing the organized repression we expect to hear the 
voice of tne Universal Church since it is not necessary to give an inch to 
those who do not respect the minimal rights of the individual and the 


~~ 


inStillutiqns. 


" 
Ure 


wnat will the pseudopriests who closely collaborate with the Marxists in key 
posts to strengthen the regime say? Are they attacked now or are the Sandinist 
mobs, manipulated and coldly programmed, the aggressors for not respecting 

what was a religious rite for the majority of the Nicaraguan people? 


After these shameful acts against the dignity of an entire people, there is 
nothing more left to say with John Paul II than "God save Nicaragua." 
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COUNTRY SECTION JAMAICA 


RURAL POPULATION DESPONDENT OVER SLOW PACE OF DEVELOPMENT 
Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in English 27 Mar 83 p 9 


{Article by Franklin McKnight] 


[Text] I have over the last few weeks seen much of rural Jamaica and have 
become very distressed by much of what I have been seeing and hearing. 


Increasingly in the country, people are disappointed with the pace of devel- 
opment or the lack of it and are expressing frustrations about their inability 
to improve their lot. There is a disturbingly great degree of nothingness and 


despondency. 


I hope very strongly that the political leaders are aware of how much needs to 
be done in rural Jamaica, especially with the young. For time is running out. 
It is now nearly two and one half years since the JLP government came to 
power. One does not expect that there ought to be miracles especially in the 
present depressing world economic climate and given the government's tight 
spending policy. But it is hard to believe that even the more fanatical sup- 
porters of the government have not come to realise that the development of the 
rural areas and the improvements in the quality of life for rural people 


cannot be much longer delayed. 


As things stand now, there are very few programmes around which young people 
can bring their energies and hopes to coalesce. There still are: too many 
people who have to carry water on their heads; too many children have to go, 
bare-footed, to school; too many young men sitting on culverts and on shop 
piazzas; too few areas of new sod being turned; too few new housing projects; 
too little by way of economic activity... 


Sense of Frustration 


From one parish council to the other there is a sense of frustration about the 
failure to do anything to the problems on the doorsteps of the councils. In 
the councils, as in the KSAC, there is the complaint about the scarcity of 
funds to attend to the most basic needs of the councils and the people they 
serve. The shortage of well-trained and motivated technical staff serves to 
limit what the little funds available can do to the few projects which the 


councils address. 
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The councils themselves are marked with acrimony and one keeps hearing alle- 
gations of corruption and ineptness that throw grave doubts on the councils’ 


ability to help transform the areas they serve. 


Attempts at Prostitution 


I was in Negril recently and it was here that the problems faced by rural 
Jamaica got to me. This was not my first visit to Negril and I know what its 
image and reputation are. But I was still shocked by what I saw and heard 
there. I have never, in Jamaica, seen such open attempts at prostitution, 
such crude soliciting. Visitors to the area told me about petty thefts from 
their apartments, begging and the pushing of ganja. But those persons to whom 
[ spoke, visitors and locals alike put much of it down to the economic condi- 
tions facing the people. 


A Canadian who was here recuperating from an operation to his back told me of 
how women who were engaged in prostitution and whom he came to ki.ow as friends 
confessed to him that they were selling their bodies simply because they could 
not find work and had to live. Some of them have been repeatedly thrown in 
police lock-ups but go right back to soliciting. Other young people talk 
openly of their involvement in the ganja trade pointing out that it is better 
than prostituting themselves. 


Hunt for Money 


In the clubs, the discos, the bars, the shopping centre there is the hunt for 
money and material. A friend of mine had a beer stolen from his table while 
he casually conversed with others. As in other rural towns you do not fail to 
notice people buying one cigarette at a time, or grumbling at the prices in 
the supermarkets, or complaining about the unavailability of work. I admit 
feeling a sense of revulsion and deep shame when told by my some foreigners I 
met, of how turned off they were by the coarse nature of the soliciting in a 
big disco in Negril. 


l am of little doubt that for the majority of people in rural Jamaica things 
have gotten worse since 1980. The parish councillors have completed two of 
the three years of their term and there are very few gains that they can 
count. It is full time now that the question of rural development be given 
some consideration by the government and appropriate programmes to bring 
activity to these areas be put in place. The patch work of a road programme 
here, the building of a clinic there and discussion in parish councils as to 
who will get the most of the grant for one of the few projects for which there 
are funds must give way to comprehensive programmes of productivity to change 
the mood of rural Jamaica. 
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COUNTRY SECTivuiv JAMAICA 


BRIEFS 


LUMBER PRICE INCREASE--The Jamaica Commodity Trading Company has announced 
increases in the prices of most types of lumber imported by the company, ef- 
fective immediately. "This is in response to the placing of lumber on the 
parallel market rate of exchange as well as the rise in lumber prices in the 
United STates, Jamaica's major source of supply," a news release said. “By 
itself, inflationary impact of the parallel market on imported lumber has been 
approximately 45% and this, along with prices from the USA which have risen by 
some 10% over the past few months, has made it necessary to institute increas- 
es ranging from 34%-49%"" Mahogany and cedar used in manufacturing furniture 
for export will cortinue to be imported at the official rate and the price of 
these items will remain unchanged. [Excerpt] [Kingston THE SUNDAY GLEANER in 


English 27 Mar 83 pp l, 2] 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


COCEI, PSUM PROTEST MARCHES IN OAXACA 


Bishop Lona Faults Zsurch 


Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 15 Feb 83 p 5-A 


[Article by Felipe Sanchez and Rafael E. Bermudez: "Members of COCEI Resume 
March on Oaxaca City"] 


{Text} About a thousand workers, farmers and students affiliated with the 
Workers’, Farmers' and Students’ Coalition of the Isthmus (COCEI) have resumed 
their march on this state capital, while another group of Mixtec farm laborers 
led by PSUM (United Mexican Socialist Party) teaders have arrived here to 
demand the removal from office of the authorities in Tecache de Mina, a town 


in Hua juapan. 


[In Jalapa del Marques, at a :neeting organized by the members of COCE!, the lat- 
ter demanded specfic replies to the demands they have been making of the state 
government for the last 8 years for ejido authorities democratically elected 

by the farmers, as well as for an end to repression and to harassment of the 
working-class municipal government of Juchitan. 


Leopoldo de Gives, major of that city, denounced in the village of Jalapa del 
Marques the ambush that the state riot police had set up, at approximately 
80 kilometers from this village, at a place called Portillo de Najapa, to stop 


the march. 


De Gives held the state government responsible for the consequences of this act 
and reiterated his decision to lead the demonstration to the state capital; 
he pointed out that the authorities had categorically refused to engage in any 


dialogue. 


Amone the demonstrators are inhabitants of 20 villages in the Juchitan district, 
including Chicapa de Castro, Santa Maria Jadani, Colonia Alvaro Obregon, 

San Miguel Chimalapa, San Pedro Huilotepec and La Venta, as well as of the 
ejidos of Charis and Emiliano Zapata, whose farm laborer representatives consti- 
tute the advance guard of the match on the state capital. 
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The Mixtec farmers, who were warned at the approaches to the city not to hold 
marches or meetings, were received by the secretary general of the government, 
Jesus Martinez Alvarez, to whom they addressed their demands. 


They devs anded the removal from office of the representative of the attorney 
general's office in Huajuapan, Francisco Gonzalez Hernandez, and of the 
criminal court judge, Othon Sivaga, whom they accused of being "judicial 
mercenaries.'' In addition, they demanded an investigation into the murders 
of Samuel Jernandez Rojas and Guillermo Mendez Silva, both farmers killed in 
Tecache de Mina by hangers-on of that town's mayor, Arturo Cortes Balbuena. 


The People Want Justice 


Bishop ot Tehuantepec Arturo Lona Reyes, after faulting the Church for favoring 
the rich and ignoring the poor in the country's present critical moment, 


\ 


declared that the people have the right to demand justice from thase who govern 


--s 


them. 


The prelate also dencunced the existence of gangsterism in the region of the 
Isthmus, where hundreds of farmers, who are now marching on the state capital 
to seek redress of their agrarian and political problems, have been harassed, 


L 


humiliaced and exploited. 


"T urge the Church to return to the spirit of the Gospels irreversibly and to 
stop favoring the rich," he concluded. 


Finally, we have learned that hundreds of members of COCEI will pass the nighc 
in Jalapa del Marques with the intention of resuming their trip to this capital 
it S am; in Tequistlan, they will hold another meeting and will be joined by 
workers from the communal Onix plant and from the comissariat. 


Guerrilla Identity Denied 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 16 Feb 83 p 27-A 


(Article by Rafael E. Bermudez] 


‘Fxcerpt! Jalapa del Marques, Oax, 15 Feb--"We are not guerrillas, nor we are 
operating secretly," declared PSIM [Unified Socialist Party of Mexico] federal 
deputy and COCF [Workers', Farmers', and Students' Coalition of the Isthmus] 
leader Hector Sanchez as he left here this morning, leading about a thousand 
farmers to Oaxaca City in a protest march motivated by the failure of the state 
authorities to resolve the rural and agricultural problems of the Isthmian zone. 


Passing through Tequisixtlan, they will hold a meeting to discuss with the local 
inhabitants the conflict in this region over the mining of marble, which has 


already claimed several lives. 
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The PSUM legislator added that "apart from the fact that we are within our con- 
stitutional rights, we have mobilized the farmers and workers as the only course 
of action that the state government has left open to us to resolve the problems 


that we face in the Isthmus." 


He pointed out that the authorities persisted in applying a venegeful policy 
against the working-class municipal government of Juchitan, denying it any 
increase in assistance and continuing to refuse it BANOBRAS [Bank for Public 
Works] credits for urgent municipal needs, simply because, he said, it was 

the first important municipal government in the Isthmus to be taken away from PRI 


by the PSUM-COCEI opposition. 


For this reason, added the Lawmaker, Juchitan, Ixtepec and Tequisixtlan have had 
no agricultural credits for more than 6 years, since the state government in- 
sists that, in defiance of the popular will, these be in the hands of the bosses 
and landholders of the Isthmus, and, for more than 2 years, the Juchitan muni- 
cipal government has been deprived of economic resources for public works. 


Hector Sanchez said that the response of the governor, Pedro Vasquez Colmenares, 
had been only silence, subterfuge and now police repression, which threatened 

to result in bloodshed, since ''the police command installed in Portillo de 
Nejapa, 80 kilometers from this town, is anti-guerrilla and against farmers, 
students and representatives of the working classes." 


He added that the entire municipal government of Juchitan headed by the mayor, 


Leopoldo de Gyves, was leading the march, fully aware of these risks, and, 
together with COCEI, would press forward until it reached the Oaxacan capital. 


12336 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


OAXACA INDIANS WARN COMPATRIOTS OF PSUM MANIPULATION 
Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 13 Feb 93 p 6-D 


[Article by Felipe Sanchez] 


[Text] Oaxaca, Oax, 12 Feb--About 200 Indians from the Triqui region have come 
to this city to urge their compatriots who are ensconced in the sociology 
building of the Autonomous University of Oaxaca to return to their place of 
origin and not allow themselves to be manipulated by supporters of the PSUM 
[Unified Socialist Party of Mexico]. 


Assembled in the auditorium of PRI headquarters, Triqui leaders Alfonso 
Hernandez Jesus and Antonio Martinez Ramirez pointed out that they had no wish 
to seek a confrontation with their brothers of race but were trying to make the 
latter see that they were being used for political purposes. 


They said that, indeed, the federal government had ignored the Triquis, who 
lacked schools, roads and electricity, but that plans had already been laid to 
provide the necessary services. 


The group of Triquis occupying the university building is being counseled by 
PSUM federal deputy Hector Sanchez Lopez, and its members are calling for new 
elections for municipal agent in San Juan Copala, removal from office of the 
present agent and withdrawal of troops and police from the region. 


12336 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


FPR LEADERS CRITICIZE U.S. STAND ON VISA FOR BORGE 
PA090022 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 0200 GMT 8 Apr 83 


["Direct Line" phone-in program with leaders of the Patriotic Front of the 
Revolution: Orlando Quinonez, (Constantino Pereira) and (Lombardo Martinez) 
of the Independent Liberal Party; Mauricio Diaz of the People's Social Christ- 
ian Party; Gustavo Tablada of the Nicaraguan Socialist Party; and Deputy 
Commander Rafael Solis of the FSLN and secretary of the Nicaraguan State 
Council; with unidentified moderator--live] 


[Excerpts] [Moderator] I would like to tell the companeros of the Patriotic 
Front of the Revolution, FPR, that the country's political situation has an 
important effect in Latin America. This is worthy of attention. The FPR 

is an example of an alliance, an example not only to Central America but also 
to the rest of Latin America. While the people phone in, we would like to 
know the People's Social Christian Party's view on the current political situ- 


ation. 


[Diaz] On several occasions we have expressed our opinion on our current sit- 
uation. We believe that many of these positions find an expression and take 
shape through mechanisms established within the alliance. These include the 
support for defensive positions. We believe that the promotion of laws es- 
sential to the institutionalization of the revolutionary process is a neces- 
sary and priority task. Laws such as the electoral and political party laws 
will definitely establish the framework for the operation of these organiza- 
tions in the country. Despite the desire to achieve thic. we believe that one 
of the U.S. administration's objectives is to prevent the consolidation of 
Nicaragua's process of institutionalization. This makes it very difficult to 
hold an electoral process in Nicaragua because the U.S. administration will do 
everything possible to prevent any such electoral process in which all the 

PFR political organizations participate. We believe that one of the tasks of 
all the FPR organizations is to make our members aware of the problems that 
the revolution is experiencing and to effectively join the defense tasks. At 
the same time, we should develop an internal debate in the FPR to continue to 
define the framework for the new democracy in Nicaragua. 


[Question] My name is (Silvio Rodriguez Espinoza). I am calling from the 


(Riguero) neighborhood. I want to ask Deputy Commander Rafael Solis the fol- 
lowing question: We have seen that while Maj Roberto D'Aubuisson, the proven 
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assassin of Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, can visit and travel 
in the United States, commander of the revolution Tomas Borge has been refused 
a visa to enter the United States. What is your opinion? 


[Solis] As Commander Borge and other companeros have said, we believe that 
this is a clearly hostile action of the U.S. Government against the revolution. 
This is not a case of a country with which the United States does not have re- 
lations. This is not like the case of Allende's widow who was a companera 
involved in the struggle against the Chilean Government. Instead, it is the 
case of a minister and a member of the National Directorate of the Nicaraguan 
Revolutionary Government with which the U.S. Government maintains diplomatic 
relations despite current tensions. Therefore, our position in this regard is 
one of condemnation and rejection of this action. We believe that this posi- 
tion is not only supported by our people, leadership and the FDR parties but 
also by sectors of the U.S. people, congress and the academic community that, 
as a result of this refusal to grant a visa, have increased their invitations 
to Commander sorge. There have been three more invitations from U.S. univer- 
sities. We believe that the U.S. people along with these academic and congres- 
sional sectors will express their opposition to the Reagan administration's de- 
cision and will make it think about the levels of aggression that it is main- 
taining against our revolution. 


(Quinonez}] On behalf of the Independent Liberal Party I would like to deeply 
deplore the Reagan administration's refusal to grant a visa to Commander Tomas 
Borge. As Companero [Silvio Ridriguez] said, the State Department didn't 
create any obstacle for the U.S. visit of Mr D'Aubuisson, the assassin of 
Monsignor Romero, while it prevented our interior minister from visiting the 
United States. This shows that the United States has returned to its gunboat 
and big stick diplomacy and that it has forgotten that history has progressed. 
I was reading in the newspapers today that Commander Borge has also received 

an invitation from Stanford University. It is no longer just Johns Hopkins 

and Boston Universities, practically the most famous universities in the United 
States, that have invited Commander Borge to speak. Nevertheless, the State 
Department refuses to grant him a visa. This kind of U.S. policy is what makes 
Latin America move away from Washington. We regret this because it shows that 
the so-called democracy is just a democracy to make money. 


[Question] My name is (Eugenio Torres) from Granada. My question is addressed 
to Companero Rafael Solis. We know that the United States is promoting attacks 
on Nicaragua and that our country urgently needs social tranquillity, peace 

and coexistence among all its citizens to carry out the country's revolution. 
De you think that a dialogue for peace can be held while a campaign of charges 
and insults against the imperialist power is being promoted here at almost all 


levels? 


[Solis] Well, this shows the existence of freedom to express one's views be- 
cause the question by Mr (Eugenio Torres) shows his political position. We 
deny that a policy of insults against the United States is being maintained 
here. We think that our leaders have made serious statements throughout these 
years. We believe there has always been overwhelming proof to back up our 
leaders’ statements. We believe that the facts prove our accusations. We have 
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never launched insults or slanders. We have always been serious. We believe 
that the revolution's anti-imperialist stand has its origins and reasons to 
exist due to the U.S. attitude towards Nicaragua. This is not something we 
made up. We have not made up the fact that they developed and maintained the 
Somozist dictatorship. The U.S. press has recently been reporting these clear 
facts. The United States is completely involved in the actions of the counter- 
revolution in northern Nicaragua and lately right in the city of Managua. The 
revolutionary leadership has been denouncing the U.S. policy. At no time can 
this be considered a campaign of insults and slander against the U.S. adminis- 
tration. They are the ones who through their actions and policies prove the 
truth of our leaders’ statements. Despite these actions, we have repeatedly 
said that dialogue is essential and that every effort should be made with 

the U.S. and Honduran Governments to achieve peace, a just peace based on 
mutual respect and the principles of self-determination and sovereignty of the 


people. 


CSO; 3248/656 
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COUNTRY SECTION NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


SERGIO RAMIREZ ON SOMOZISTS——Bogota, 5 Apr (AFP)--Sergio Ramirez, member of 
the junta of the Government of National Reconstruction, said today, "We are 
prepared to face the Somozist enemies with 1 million men." In a statement 
made by telephone from Managua to Colombian radio station Cadena Nacional, 
Ramirez admitted that the situation between Nicaragua and Honduras has become 
explosive and tense. He said there is also “friction with Costa Rica." 

After admitting that the tension in Central America increases every day, the 
Sandinist leader said: "We accept the good-will mediation of governments, 
such as Colombia, Venezuela or Panama." "We wish," Ramirez explained, "“every- 
thing to have a peaceful solution." Ramirez also expressed his deep concern 
over the U.S. presence in the zone. "The fuse and the powder keg are in U.S. 
Government hands. Whether it goes depends on the U.S. Government," he added. 
"In the meantime, we will make every effort for a negotiated solution in the 
specific case of Nicaragua," Ramirez said before referring to U.S. pressures 
"to close the doors of international credit to us." "We are trying to face 
up to this situation," Ramirez pointed out, "with the revolutionary trans- 
formation plan, to prevent being closed in and strangled." [Text] [PA061550 


Paris AFP in Spanish 2350 GMT 5 Apr 83] 


WHEELOCK ON U.S. PURCHASES--Commander of the Revolution Jaime Wheelock, 
Nicaraguan minister of agricultural development and agrarian reform, has said 
in Managua that his country is not afraid of either U.S. military adventures or 
its economic infamies. Speaking at a meeting of the Sandinist Workers Feder- 
ation on Wednesday, Wheelock said that the Managua Government has not received 
any official message from the United States concerning a reduction of sugar 
purchases from Nicaragua. He added that although this would violate inter- 
national rules, the United States could take such an action, as it did against 
Cuba in the 1960's. If the United States does not want to buy Nicaragua's 
product, which would constitute discriminatory treatment, we have enough 
markets and friends to buy it, Jaime Wheelock said emphatically. [Text] 
[PAO80003 Havana International Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 7 Apr 83] 


D'ESCOTO DENOUNCES HONDURAN INCURSIONS--Buenos Aires, 9 Apr (TELAM)--Nicaraguan 
Foreign Minister M‘guel D'Escoto Brockmann charged today that regular troops 

of the Honduran army are making incursions into Nicaraguan territory. 

D'Escoto revealed this fact during a recess of the meeting of the chiefs of 
delegations of the Group of 77, which will close today in this capital. The 
official from Managua stated that they are not formal attacks, but the soldiers 














penetrate our territory and advance 20 to 30 km and then withdraw. [Text] 
[PY092145 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 1534 GMT 9 Apr 83] 


FMLN COMMUNIQUE EXPRESSES GRATITUDE--The Salvadoran FMLN thanks the 

Nicaraguan people and their vanguard, the FSLN, for the immense solidarity they 
have demonstrated in this hour of sorrow following the treacherous murder of 
our companera Melida Anaya Montes, Commander Ana Maria, buried a few moments 
ago in this capital. The FMLN communique reads as follows: From the FMLN to 
the people and government of Nicaragua: On behalf of the FMLN and of the 
Farabundo Marti People’s Liberation Forces, FPL, we express our gratitude 

for the fraternal and revolutionary solidarity we have received from the people, 
their mass organizations, the FSLN and the Nicaraguan Government, in view of 
the treacherous murder of our dear companera Melida Anaya Montes, Commander Ana 
Maria, member of the FMLN Unified Revolutionary Directorate and deputy com- 
mander of the FPL Central Command. The fact that Commander Ana Maria has been 
buried in Nicaragua shows how the heroes of the Salvadoran Revolution also 

live in the minds and hearts of all Nicaraguans. Thus, the massive homage at 
the Plaza of the Eduardo Contreras Community Center expressed and consolidated 
the unbreakable revolutionary alliance of the peoples of Sandino and Farabundo 
Marti, determined to struggle until we put an end to the interventionist escal- 
ation of-U.S. imperialism against the Central American region. Companera Ana 
Maria, toward victory always! United to fight until the final viciory! 
Revolution or death, we will win! [Signed] Commander Marcel, member of FMLN 
Unified Revolutionary Directorate and leader of the Farabundo Marti FPL Central 
Command. [Text] [PA092022 Managua Domestic Service in Spanish 1848 GMT 


9 Apr 83] 


ANTI-SANDINISTS DESTROY CHILDREN'S CENTER--Managua, 11 Apr (ACAN-EFE)-~-An anti- 
Sandinist group today destroyed a "rural children's service" (Sir) Center in 
the northern part of the country, killing two militiamen, it was reported 

here tonight. The Somozist group attacked the center with mortar fire. The 
center lodged 80 children at the "state production unit" (UPE) "LA Colonia," 

in Jinotega Department, on the Honduran border. Government reports said the 
family that cared for the children at the rural service center is missing. At 
the time of the attack which took place at dawn, the children were not at the 
center. [Text] [PA120455 Panama City ACAN in Spanish 0420 GMT 12 Apr 83] 


REGISTRATION OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS—-The government junta has issued 
Decree No 1,229, which creates the registry of agricultural producers. 

The objective of the registry is to be a basic instrument for agricultural 
planning and development as a result of knowing the exact number of agri- 
cultural producers, their needs and geographical distribution. All individu- 
als or legal entities involved in agricultural production must register. 
[Text] [PA080016 Managua Radio Sandino in Spanish 1830 GMT 7 Apr 83] 
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COUNTRY SECTION PERU 


BRIEFS 


GUATEMALAN AMBASSADOR PRESENTS CREDENTIALS--On 5 April, Julio Alberto Merida 

Castellanos, the New Guatemalan ambassador to Peru, presented his credentials 
to President Fernando Belaunde Terry at the Golden Room of Government House. 

[Text] [PY121859 Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 6 Apr 83 p A 4} 


OFFICIALS CONFIRMED IN POSTS--Senator Angel Castro Lavarello and Dr Alberto 
Tauro del Pino have been confirmed as presidents of the Peruvian-Korean Cultur- 
al and Friendship Association and of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunifica- 
tion of Korea respectively. Castro Lavarello and Tauro del Pino were r n- 
firmed in their posts during a meeting held on 11 March by members of the two 
institutions and by intellectuals from and friends of the DPRK. [Text] 
[PY121859 Lima EL OBSERVADOR in Spanish 16 Mar 83 p 4] 


REPUBLICAN GUARD DEDICATES SCHOOLS--Col Adolfo Cuba y Escobedo, director of 
the training center of the Republican Guard of Peru, reported during a cere- 
mony marking the 19th anniversary of the training center, that the institution 
dedicated an intelligence school and a communications school this year. Cuba 
y Escobedo also reported that the training of noncommissioned personnel will 
begin soon. [Text] [PY121859 Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 8 Apr 83 p A 3] 


SHIP RETIRED FROM SERVICE--The ship BAP Ponton Peru was retired from service 
after 22 years during a ceremony held at the Callao naval base on 14 March. 
The ship, which was built in the Alexander Stephen shipyard for the British 
Navy, was purchased by Peru in 1960 and commissioned in February 1960. [Text] 
[PY121859 Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 15 Mar 83 p 1] 


NEW WEEKLY MAGAZINE--A new 24-page weekly magazine called HERMANO LOBO will 

be launched on 17 March. Sociologist and journalist Estenban Ocampo, director 
of the magazine, stated that HERMANO LOBO will discuss basic national problems. 
Carlos Malpica, Jose Ignacio Lopez Soria and Nelson Manrique are among the 
magazine's most prominent journalists. [Text] [PY121859 Lima EL DIARIO DE 


MARCA in Spanish 17 Mar 83 p 7] 


JANUARY-MARCH INTERNATIONAL RESERVES--Authorized spokesmen for the Central Bank 
reported that the Central Bank's international reserves totaled $928 million 
and the Central Bank's deposits abroad amounted to $1,028,000,000 on 3 March 
1983. [Text] [PY121859 Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 7 Mar 83 p 29] 
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JANUARY-FEBRUARY EXPORTS, IMPORTS--The Central Bank reported in its latest 
weekly bulletin that exports amounted to $299 million during January and to 
$216 million duringFebruary. The Central Bank also reported that imports 
amounted to $320 million during January-February 1983. [Text] [PY121859 
Lima EXPRESO in Spanish 17 Mar 83 p 29] 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





ST LUCIA 


OFFICIAL EXAMINES MAJOR PROBLEMS CONFRONTING ECONOMY 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 5 Mar 83 pp 5, 8 


[Article by Sharon Williams] 


[Text ] 


THE question of the relationship of government 
expenditures and revenues, wages and prices, 
consumption and investment, and imports and 
exports, were the four precise short-term 
problems affecting St. Lucia’s economy examined 
by Director of Finance and Planning, Mr. Dwight 
Venner, at the opening of a Jaycees two-day 
seminar on ‘‘Our Economy in Tomorrow's 
World,’’ held at the Castries Town Hall this week. 


Examining each problem categorically and tracing the 
advent of world economy from the Stone Age to the oil crisis im 
the mid-70's Mr. Venner said that these problems should be 
addressed immediately, to ensure St. Lucia's survival into the 
2 let century. 

As far as expenditures and revenues are concerned, Mr. 
Venner said that over the past four years the former had ex- 
ceeded the latter in St. Lucia creating two immediate, very 
adverse © ffecta. 


tiretly we are unable to provide any money for our own 
de -lop ment, ... and secondly to the extent that the public 
sec or, the Government, is taking more money out of the 
system than it is putting in, which means that it is depriving 
the private sector of resources for investment to the extent 
thet the private sector does not get investment finance. Thea 
the question of economic goods is arrested and there is no 
increase in revenues,'' Mr. Venner explained. 

Likening this situation to a vicious circle, he urged the 
Government to look to this problem to get its expenditures and 
revenues ‘back into balance." 


The second component of this problem, he said, wages 
and prices, was uothi=g short of a dilemma, with 50% of re- 
current expenditure made up of wages and salaries, ‘‘so that 
any small change, i.e. percentage change, in this particular 
magnitude will cause problems for bringing expenditure and 
revenue beck into balance.’' To counteract this, he added, 
moderation in wage claims should be exercised which must be 
matched with moderation in price increases as the movement 
in price ie always taken as an index for demands ‘‘Therefore 
we have to concentrate on both wages and prices,’’ he said. 
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Mr. Venner added that the only way for St. Lucia to get a 
surplus to get the economy moving is to switch the emphasis 
between consumption and investment. ‘‘At present in St. 
Lucia most of our expenditure is on consumption, to the extent 
that one concentrates on consumption. This means that the 
economy does not have the level of investment to generate 
growth and the government gets less money." 

This, he explained, created a situation where the country 
was unable to invest in public sector p and the 
private sector is unable to continue with its investment 
programmes; ‘‘therefore the whole system comes to a halt." 
he added that the problem of imports which far exceeded 
exports should also be given consiaeration. 

Unemployment, ‘‘one of the biggest afflictions to our 
economy,’’ Mr. Venner said, should not be allowed to 
continue if we are to avoid the social collapse of the country. 
The authorities shuuldconceive activities to absorb unemploy- 
ment particularily among the school leavers and other young 
persons who he said are not only active and virile but also 
socially conscious. 

According to Mr. Venner, if St. Lucia is to survive into the 
next century its priorities must be identified. ‘‘We will have to 
make crucial decisions now or in the next five years about 
what kinds of things we will produce then and what skills we 

Thus our educational and infrastructural systems should 
be geared to take this into consideration. ‘‘We will have to 
restructure all of these activities to ensure that they will be 
competitive in what will be a fiercely competitive world. We 
will also have to be flexible and very astute in picking these 
areas of activity which will allow us to give the population a 
standard of living which is consistent with our views of what is 
a just and right living in modern society."’ 

To facilitate this, he said, the emphasis of education 
should be placed on science and technology to enable St. Lucia 


' to accede tothe computerized age which the world is fast 


mvuvilly into. 

suttodothis, Mr. Venner said, the managerial and 
acmunutrative systems have to be reformed ‘‘radically*’ to be 
able totake the necessary steps. ‘‘The management of the 
private and public sectors has to be of the highest calibre ... 
and the public service is therefore to be taken out of political 
bacchenal, and encouraged to increase its efficiency and 
profes: onalism as well as its commitment to the develop- 
ment of the nation."’ 

















COUNTRY SECTION 





ST LUCIA 


GOVERNMENT PREPARES LEGISLATION RESPONDING TO UNION NEEDS 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 5 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text | 


CSO: 


LABOUR Minister 
Ciendon Mason has 
said that the 
Government is 
preparing legislation 
on four major subjects, 
as a result of represen 
tation by local trade 
unions. 

The four: severance 
pay. recognition of 
trade unions, 
workmen's compensa 
tion by means of regu- 
lations under the 
National Insurance Act, 
and occupational 
health and safety. 

Mr Mason made the 
announcement’ while 
addressing the 
opening of a workers” 
education seminar 
during the week. 


r2 said trade unions owed 
it to their members to ini- 
trate dialogue with the go- 
vernment of the day with a 
view to having legisiation 
enacted in the interest of 
the welfare of workers. 


3298/480 





He also spoke about the 
piace of politics in the trade 
union movement saying 
that when a particular 
workforce was unionised, 
the political affiliation of 
the members of that work- 
force was seldom, if ever, 
taken into account. 


“Indeed, the same princi- 
ple of freedom of associa- 
tion enshrined in St. Lucia's 
constitution which gives our 
workers the right to join a 
trade union of their choice, 
also gives the same workers 
the right to join or identify 
themseives with the poli- 
tical party of their choice."’ 

And in order to ensure 
the survival of the trade 
union as a body promoting 
the welfare of ali of its mem- 
bers, Mr Mason said, com- 
mon sense alone seemed to 
dictate that a trade union 
should do well not to politi- 
cise its activities. 

The Minister said trade 
unions might seek to have 
their views expressed on 
political platforms and also 
lobby in Parliament for a 
particular course of action 
to be pursued. 

“But a trade union ought 
not to get itself emmeshed 
in political action of its 
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own since _ this usually | 
tends to split the union into 
rival factions, thus weaken- 
ing the organisation and 
diverting it from its real 
business of promoting the 
overal! welfare of its mem- 


bers and their respective 
families.” 
Mr Mason referred to 


rumour going around that 
some trade unions were 
allegediy seeking to abuse 
their strength in an effort 
to destabilise the country. 


He added ‘I think ali 

uine trade unions in St. 
ucia are sufficiently well 
educated, nor would they be 
permitted by their member- 
ship, to attempt so naive 
enact of wanton suicide.’’ 


Mr Mason also touched on 
economic matters. He said 
that with the world economy 
in recession, St. Lucian 
workers needed to be educa- 
ted in the necessity for wage 
restraint if jobs were to be 
retained at their present 
level, and in the need for 
dialogue at the tripartite 
level if knowledge was to 
be pooled with a view to 
arriving at meaningful 
solutions. 











COUNTRY SECTION 





COMPTON OK'S SAVINGS BONDS TO RAISE CAPITAL PROJECT FUNDS 


Castries THE VOICE in English 9 Mar 83 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/480 


PRIME Minister 


John 


Compton’s 


Government was yesterday given Parlia- 
mentary approval to raise $10 million 
through the issue of National Government 


Savings Bonds. 
According to a 
resolution adopted by 
the House of Assembly, 
the money raised will 
be used to pay 
retroactive salaries to 
public servants and for 
expenditure on capital 


projects. 

Deputy Prime 
Minister George Mallet 
who introduced’ the 
measure in the 
absence of Prime 


Minister and Minister of 
Finance John 
Compton, told 
Parliament that the re 
solution followed the 


introduction and 
passage of a Dill on 
National Savings 


Development Bonds by 
the House last August. 
Mallet said it was 


necessary that the 
funds be raised as 
there was great need to 


improve St. Lucia’s in- 


) 


© 





frastructure to 
reactivate economic 
activity and increase 
the possibilities of 
growth. 

Opposition Leader 
Neville Cenac 
suggested that if the 
Government claimed 


that more than 20,000 
St. Lucians voted for its 
party in last general 
elections, then it 
shouid seek to raise the 
required amount from 
among '-s_— them. He 
claimed that most UWP 
supporters were well- 
to-do persons. 

But he was taken to 
task by Agriculture 
Minister Ira d'Auvergne 
who said that what was 
proposed was 4 
National Savings Bond 
issue. He could not 
understand why Mr 
Cenac was suggesting 
that the issue should 
be a partisan matter. 
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EDITORIAL HAILS REVIVAL OF BANANA INDUSTRY, UK SUPPORT 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 19 Mar 83 p 2 


[Editorial] 


(Text } 


+ 


THE latest news about St. Lucia’s ban- 
ana production is almost incredible, to 
say the least. The island has just ship- 
ped its biggest tonnage of fruit since 
1974. The figure was more than 30 
percent above the recent average. 

But this was no miracle. It is the 
result of the serious hard work that has 
been put into the industry in recent 
months, and the Government, manage- 
ment of the Banana Growers Associat- 
ion, extension officers, farmers and 
banana workers deserve to be congratu- 
lated. 

The massive tonnage has been 
achieved with much sweat, toil and 
sacrifice. It is a manifestation of the 
new confidence that is now being shown 
by all concerned in the future of the in- 
dustry, notwithstanding the economic 
crisis of the times. 

It also demonstrates what St. 
Lacians are capable of achieving; and if 
this high productivity can come from 
the banana industry, then it can come 
from other sectors as well and help put 
thiscountry on the road to economic re- 
ores 

But the situation in the banana in- 
dustry, where growers are now enjoying 
far from encouraging monetary returns 
because of the falling value of sterling, 
must be a cause for concern. 
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CSO: 
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Here again, there is action under- 
way. Our sister banana producing 
Windward Islands will no doubt 
ou the step taken by er Compton 

requesting a meeting between the 
Windwards and British Governments to 
discuss the future of the industry, 
especially mechanisms to ensure a 
higher return to the growers. 

For more than two decades, 
successive British Governments have 
given invaluable financial and technical 
assistance the banana industry of the 
four islands Not only that. Britain has 
kept its banana market open to the 
Windwards even in the face of pressure 
from its partners in the European 
Economic Community. 

In fact, it can be said, that Britain 
has been as equal a partner in the 
growth of the Windward Islands banana 
business as any of the islands. Without 
this helping hand, the industry would 
have died a long time ago. 

And this is why we have reason to 
believe that the new requests for assist- 
ance in ensuring the economic viability 
of the industry upon which so many 
thousands of people depend, will not 
fall on deaf ears. So banana growers :n 
St. Lucia need not despair. We remain 
convinced that better days are coming. 

But not only are banana exports cn 
the increase. There has also been a 
drastic reduction, in less than a year, in 
the BGA's indebtedness which Mr. 
Compton gave as $9.3 million shortly 
after his Government assumed power. 

These are clear indicators that this 
importent industry is set for a return. 


~~ ve 




















COUNTRY SECTION TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


BRIEFS 


YOUTH GANGS--SPECIAL patrols have been instituted to deal with three teenaged 
gangs terrorising certain Port-of-Spain schools. Acting Police Commissioner 
Clive Sealty has developed patrols at schools such as Belmont and Tranquility 
Secondary Schools which are believed to be targets of the gangs which carry 
the names of "Panther," "Kiss" and "Scorpio." Shortly after 11 a.m. yesterday 
Police held three students from the Mucurapo Senior Comprehensive School for 
possession of weapons and possession of marijuana which they seized from a 
school bag. The youths held with the ratchet knives said they kept them as a 
form of protection in the event of an attack by the gangs, a spokesman for the 
school boys said yesterday. [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 


23 Mar 83 p 13] 


GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT ALTERNATIVES--MOST, if not all, of the projects under 
the Government-to-Government arrangements can be handled by local profession- 
als and contractors. This was the consensus at last weekend's annual general 
meeting of the Trinidad and Tobago Association of Professional Engineers (APE) 
according to the association's re-elected Public Relations Officer, Mr. Conrad 
Sabga. Mr. Sabga said: ''Members felt that the strongest representation 
should be made so that Government is aware of this fact, and that Government 
be urged to give the project to nationals, particularly in the light of the 
present downturn in the economy." Mr. Sabga said the meeting was informed 
that a Bill entitled the Engineering Profession Act, intended to regulate the 
practice of engineering in Trinidad and Tobago was completed and would soon go 
to Cabinet. [Excerpts] [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 23 Mar 83 


p 16] 


COMMUNICATIONS UNION OBJECTION--THE COMMUNICATIONS Workers' Union has con- 
demned the judjment handed down by the Industrial Court in which the dismissal 
of 190 employees of Holiday Inn was supported and che union was de-certified 
in respect of the Holiday Inn workers. Describing the judgment as a "ridicu- 
lous and politically motivated misjudgment" the union said that such a judg- 
ment had never been served on workers and a union together. According to the 
Union: "The purpose of the judgment was not merely to weaken our union fi- 
nancially, morally and numericaly, but to warn and deter other unions and 
workers from standing up and defending members and the working people. It is 
further to discourage workers from joining unions so that employers may con- 
tinue their plunder under the guise of ‘recession.' The Court judgment reads: 
The action in pursuance of a lockout notice or strike notice is not contingent 








upon the date of issue of the Certificate by the Minister, but the date on 
which the Minister is required to certify under §.59 that the dispute is un- 
resolved." According to the union, this point is correct but the union's 
argument is that the Ministry of Labour never certified the matter as being 
unresolved until November 18, 1982. The union claims that this alleged error 
was disregarded by the Court along with such facts as the refusal by the com- 
pany to sign two consecutive agreements on behalf of its weekly-paid workers, 
and illegal withholding of the workers' wages after the strike action was 
taken. According to the union, the judgment affected nbot simply 190 workers 
but the 500 or so other people who depend on these workers. The union has 
said that it will be meeting with orther members of the Council of Progressive 
Trade Unions to work out "a course of self fefence for the working people with 
particular reference to the Industrial Court." [Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD 
GUARDIAN in English 23 Mar 83 p 17] 


CSO: 3298/499 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


AD, COPEI RELATIONSHIP WITH ARMED FORCES, COUP RUMORS VIEWED 


Caracas RESUMEN in Spanish 13 Mar 83 pp 7-8 
[Article by Oscar Alvarez Beria: ''The Autocoup"] 


[Excerpts] Among the parties of the establishment, which together are respon- 
sible for the state of prostration which Venezuela is experiencing in all areas 
covered by their influence, there is no such thing as complete agreement. There 
are also differences regarding the military policies which each of them sub- 
scribes to and the consequences of this are very essential to the country's 
institutional life. For example, after its lengthy and obligatory period of 
apprenticeship (1945-1963) for which the entire nation had to pay, the Demo- 
cratic Action Party learned the lesson to conform by realizing that officers, 
placed by their regimes in positions of importance, above all were militants 
but at the same time were men of democratic sensitivity and vocation. In 

other words, this party demanded, not for itself, but for the system, the mil- 
itancy and loyalty of the men of the Armed Forces who were called upon to 
assume top-level posts. On the other hand, the only thing the COPEI [Social 
Christian Party] was interested in, regarding the regular military personal to 
whom it would give its confidence, is the security that they had previously 
been thoroughly indoctrinated by the falangism that marks the soul of their 
leaders; this is the certainty that they have become blind and fanatical and 


sworn militants. 





From the agreements and differences, such as those mentioned and eagerly ex- 
ploited by COPEI, there perhaps recently sprang the widespread suspicion that 
the current regime is taking steps to prevent the election or to disregard its 
results if the election is held and if the outcome is unfavorable to it. I 
personally do not believe this. What is happening in government circles and 

no where else is that the administration is clearly aware that it has been do- 
ing a very bad job, that it has irremediably lost the confidence of all Venezu- 
ela, and that its inability to run a good administration has been demonstrated 
even among those circles that are still taken by the rather comical idea that 
they could still do something even if they were defeated in some manner not 


covered by constitutional doctrine. 


My refusal to believe in the autocoup has no foundation in the nonexistent in- 
stitutional scruples of the COPEI, nor in the loyalty of the institutions which 
can be preserved for it by the political commissars whom the administration has 
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in the Armed Forces. My thinking has philosophical and pragmatic foundations 
of well-known strengths: From the times of the last dictatorship, the mili- 
tary classrooms have been open to the teaching of the ideas on which is based 
the political system that Venezuela chose on 23 January 1958 and it has been 
discussed with absolute liberty and it has been accepted as the best; the cadres 
of the Armed Forces, profoundly regretting the long time lost by the country, 
nevertheless preserve the very demanding line of loyalty to their essential 
duties, in spite of the lack of real leadership and the authority gained by 

the political commissars; there is accentuated and widespread discontent among 
the cadres and ranks of the Armed Forces which would make any attempt at an 
tutocoup ineffective. This discontent was produced by factors such as the 
downgrading of the high command echelons, the coverup and sponsorship of cor- 
ruption, political patronage, the shift in loyalties, professional job insecur- 
ity, the tangible lack of leadership throughout the land, and many others. 


In the past, it was pointed out that the President supposedly had decided to 
leave generals Narvaez Churion and Machado Santana in their jobs until January 
i984, as 2 major step in the presumably planned autocoup. This is not credible 
either because there is not the slightest intelligence behind that idea since 
Carrying it out would turn it into a gratuitous and unnecessary insult to the 
high commanders who would be forced to postpone their aspirations. This would 
also be offensive to the Armed Forces who have the right to think that they 
are unworthy of the confidence of their commander-in-chief. (I -ust make it 
clear here that I am totally in favor of the idea of having the defense min- 
istry run by a citizen of this country, by a civilian, or by a man in uniform 
with recognized greatness.) In this connection, one could not argue either-- 
in an effort to support the presumed decision to leave those generals in their 
jobs--by maintaining that this is an election year, combined with the "exper- 
ience” of Narvaez and Santana. That would deny the existence of real general 


officers in the Armed Forces. 


In June 1982 I learned of an unsuccessful requirement which the former mini- 
ster had presented to some of his friends in the media: Spread the rumor to 
the effect that extending his term of service would be good for the country and 
was desired by the president. This same explanation could be used today or, 
perhaps, the rumor is based on a strong desire on the part of Narvaez and 
Machado to finish their respective tasks at the same moment that the fiscal 


year ends. 


5058 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


CALDERA, LUSINCHI DISCUSS COUP RUMORS, OTHER ISSUES 


Lusinchi Calls for Investigation 


Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 20 Mar 83 p D-1l 


[Article by Leopoldo Linares: "Lusinchi Urges Administration to Tell Origin 
of Nasty Tales" ] 


[Text] The AD [ Democratic Action Party ] candidate denied that 
the rumors are being echoed among the Armed Forces because 
the latter are institutionalized and there is no room for 


adventure, 


In a forceful statement, the AD presidential candidate Jaime Lusinchi challenged 
the government to specify the origin and objectives of the wave of rumors that 


was unleashed several weeks ago. 


Lusinchi said that "Lack of confidence, insecurity, and confusion, which are 
generated by the administration's inaction and contradictions, create psychol- 
ogical mechanisms to the point where the fishermen out in the middle of the 
stream think they can eer rumors,."' He admitted that there had been rumors 

of a civilian nature but there were others that definitely came from military 
circles. He immediately denied that these rumors are being echoed or accepted 
at face value in the Armed Forces because the latter are solidly institutional- 


ized, well equipped, and enjoy national prestige. 


"I firmly believe," Lusinchi added, "that there is no fertile ground for adven- 
tures in our military establishment." 


Jaime Lusinchi was working at his campaign headquarters, "La Ermita" House in 
La Florida. He stopped his work to talk to the newsmen and to discuss the 
wave of rumors that has engulfed the majority of the population, 


"What do you think of that wave of rumors that exists throughout the land and 
that has produced an express declaration by Minister of the Secretariat of 
the Presidency Gonzalo Garcia Bustillos?" 


"This phenomenon does exist and must be analyzed and investigated in its entire 
context, not only to understand it, but also to stop the intention that is 
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behind it. There is no doubt that the environment is propitious for all kinds 
of rumors. Distrust, insecurity, and confusion, generated by the administra- 
tion's inaction and contradictions, create the psychological mechanisms to the 
point where even the fishermen out in the middle of the stream think they can 
hear rumors floating in and they put the people on tenterhooks through the 
old and crafty 'grapevine.' You remember that during the days prior to the 
exchange measures, rumors came and went regarding the free convertibility of 
the bolivar and devaluation. Many of those rumors certainly had to come from 
somebody who wanted to transact certain deals with money but others, quite 
enough of them, came from administration sources themselves in support of un- 
wise statements or from leaks about the contradictions at the very top of the 
economic office. Later on, rumors and gossip against private banks were a 
part of a scheming operation--and this is an open secret--that originated in 
the corridors of the Central Bank itself. They were part of the battle be- 
tween the top leadership of the bank of issue and some private banks." 


"And what can you tell us about the new rumors?" 


"Now the rumors are of a different kind, They deal with the autocoup, they 
deal with the coup from below, they deal with the coup from above. In a word, 
you have all of the variations of the 'pronouncement' that you might possibly 
expect. And when you investigate them or when you look at them rationally, 
you find that they are false. There is a system behind them, there is an 
orchestration, revealing the existence of an organized plan worked out by some 
gentlemen who certainly are trying to reap dividends for themselves." 


"And where do those rumors come from?" 


"Some come from civilian sources and they are bound to come from those eternal 
presidential candidates or members of government juntas who have been out of 
action tor 25 years but who have not given up their dream. They keep dreaming 
of delegated power, they are masochists of life who love to have somebody above 
them, politicians, because they have always lived politics although they keep 
claiming that they are ‘apolitical’ so that they can have some kind of label. 
They are a class that is disappearing but it does exist and it does manipulate." 


"Could they not come from some other source?" 


"Other rumors definitely come from military circles. This is a question of 
language and data. I do not believe--and this of course is quite clear--that 
this involves a large group of people, nor do I believe that these rumors are 
being echoed or accepted to the point where this should be cause for concern, 
But they obviously know how to orchestate this thing and they have the means 

to do so by creating this environment which is both negative and preoccupying." 


"What about the military threat which is contained in some of those rumors?" 
"I believe in the solid institutionalization of the country's Armed Forces. 
Our Armed Forces have never been better equipped nor better taken care of, 


nor have they ever enjoyed as much public prestige as during this quarter of 
a century of democracy, They have gained this loving appreciation and 
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nationwide recognition and I am fully convinced that there is no fertile 
ground for adventure in our military establishment. Our officers know that 
Venezuela's future as a nation is outlined by the democratic way of life; they 
know that there are shortcomings and mistakes but they know that democracy it- 
self offers the mechanisms for the correction of those mistakes without any 
additional traumas or suffering for our people." 


"Furthermore," Lusinchi continued, "all Venezuelans, all of us are aware that 
the national issue cannot be left to adventure. In this sense, I am convinced 
that anybody who would try anything would face a determined nation united. The 
adventurers would really be in trouble if they should try anything. We are 
familiar with the way of violence, we have pointed them out many times, and 
most of the time they come from the hands of those who promote violence, In 
terms of scientific interpretation, we do not have the economic and social 
conditions for a dictatorialist experiment to have any chance of getting any- 


where even halfway." 


"And what results could that rumor campaign have?" 





"I believe that this wave of rumors is damaging. It damages the institutional 
prestige which we have attained as a country; it introduces distrust among the 
fundamental factors when it comes to seeking better solutions, and it creates 
a climate that is not at all good for the attainment of essential objectives 
so as to achieve economic revival and social equilibrium," 


"And what could be done to put an end to that kind of rumor?" 


"The administration is obligated to specify the origin of those evil fairy tales, 
It has the means to do so. But this is a question of directing the search in a 
logical sense and not to look where one should not be looking. Nor does this 
involve an attempt to point out the responsibilities in those who, by plain old 
common sense, would have nothing to gain by promoting more distrust or by seek- 
ing to exploit institutional trouble, The lamentable thing is that men and 
resources that could serve to detect the precise origin of these things are be- 
ing utilized for the attainment of obsessively electoral objectives. To sum- 
marize, we could tell the administration: Look into the other side," 


Finally, when the newsman asked for a message for Venezuelans on this matter, 
the AD presidential candidate said: 


"I condemn rumors because they are damaging and antinational. I believe that 
the administration has the obligation to specify the origin and objectives of 
these rumors and with courage to cut them off. I think that we, the people, 
should try to analyze or reason before serving as spokesmen for operations that 


do not benefit the common good." 


Caldera on Rumors, Campaign Debates 


Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 21 Mar 83 p 2-1 


[Article by Alirio Bolivar: "Caldera Condemns Rumors, Expresses Absolute Con- 
fidence in Armed Forces" ] 


[Text] Anyone who is unjustifiably crazy enough to divert 
the course which the popular will has charted for national 
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life will fail miserably, Eduardo Fernandez and Octavio 
Lepage will today try to lay the foundation for the public 
debates between Rafael Caldera and Jaime Lusinchi. 


"Right now I do not know with what intention, nor with what origin concerted 
rumors are being launched, sometimes in such a way that they seem to be in 

line with a carefully prepared plan relating: to the nation's situation and 
especially to the continuation, maintenance and strengthening of the country's 
democratic system, I do not deny that there are rumors, I admit the possi- 
bility that we have, what Romulo Betancourt called people who are nostalgic for 
the old situations of force to see whatever personal benefit they can derive 
from that, interested as they are in interrupting the country's democratic 


process," 


These thoughts were expressed yesterday at noon by the COPEI [Social Christian 
Party] presidential candidate as he closed the meeting of naturalized citizens 
with Rafael Caldera in Central Park, 


He said that he is convinced that the democratic system is strong in Venezuela, 
that this was not just the result of chance but rather the fruit of a pro- 
found conviction which, in civilian and military sectors, was based on the idea 
that life amid liberty is indispensable in obtaining prosperity and progress 
which our people aspires to and needs to achieve. 


He stressed that he was profoundly convinced that rumors of this kind, involv- 
ing unrestrained opposition, seek to create the idea that democracy cannot 
cope with the country's problems and he believes that, as happened many times 
in the past, all this will again pass by virtue of the vital experience of 


Venezuelan politics. 


"I have absolute faith in that. I am fully confident that the people, no matter 
how much somebody might confuse them, will know that liberty is a precious gift 
and that losing it means much more than all of the other just and legitimate 


aspirations. 


"I have absolute confidence in the loyalty of the National Armed Forces to the 
democratic system within which they have progressed in professional terms and 
have gained the respect and love of the population which they did not have when 
someone wanted to make them look like the agents of abuse, contempt, arbitrari- 
ness and like the forces of tyranny." 


He restated his confidence that, as on other occasions, these rumors would van- 
ish and, if there is anybody who should be unjustifiably crazy enough in some 
way to try to twist the course which the popular will has charted for the 
nation's life, he would meet with crushing defeat and the people's faith in 

the institutions and the country's faith in its destiny would be restored." 


So-called solutions of force did not solve anything. Cultured countries, such 
as our brothers of the Southern Horn, at a given moment lost faith in liberty 
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anc succumbed to the appearance of force. At the end of many years, the exist- 
ing problems were considerably worse, solutions were still even more beyond 
reach, and after all of the suffering to which the people had been submitted, 
they looked for ways once again to start out on the road to democracy. 


"I ain convinced that Venezuelan democracy has specific possibilities for coping 
with current problems. I know that they do exist and that they are very diffi- 
cult in some respects but I am sure that our people will understand the meaning 
of our election campaign which must chart the course for public life in strong, 
serious, and responsible hands. In the hands of somebody who has a profound 
knowledge and experience regarding national problems; in the hands of somebody 
who will not want just to satisfy personal ambitions or vanity, nor seek polit- 
ical revenge, but who will be ready fully to devote himself to cooperation with 


any and all suitable and honest J/enezuelans. 


"In this connection, I have invited presidential candidate Jaime Lusinchi, of 
the chief opposition party, to conduct a dialogue among us before the country 
and in front of the television cameras once a month on eight aspects which are 
fundamental so that each of us may explain his own analysis on those problems, 
the solutions he proposes to work out, and the goals which guide him in his 
aspiration to win the presidential election," 


Caldera indicated that he was sure that a debate of this kind would satisfy the 
strong desire of the national majority to have the election campaign turn out 
to be significant and not superficial, as happened many times in the past in 
this sort of thing, nor should this deteriorate into a sterilizing diatribe to 
the poisoning of the air and to the embitterment of spirits through squabbling 
and bickering which definitely is of no interest to the nation's major sectors. 


AD [Democratic Action Party] candidate Dr Jaime Lusinchi said that, more than 
this type of dialogue before public opinion, it is necessary to hold talks 
behind closed doors to try to work out formulas of concensus on immediate 
issues, One thing does not include the other. 


"I am prepared to conduct any type of conversations that can help find formulas 
that are backed in a strong manner by the principal political, economic, and 
social forces, apart from the public debate and, if you will, without direct 
information coverage by the mass communications media. But I believe the 
country also has the right directly to find out what each of the men who aspire 
to government office and who can govern it really think," 


He emphasized that the possibility of appearing in a broad form, before the 
entire Venezuelan community, must not be excluded from such conversations, so 
that everyone can speak out with a full knowledge of what is involved at the 
decisive moment when, through a particular brand, he imprints his will on the 
ticket that presents the various election options. 


Caldera said that since, in principle the invitation to debate seems to have 
been accepted, he asked COPEI Secretary General Eduardo Fernandez today to 
invite the campaign manager of Jaime Lusinchi, Dr Octavio Lepage, to lay the 
foundations, to analyze the circumstances, and to satisfy this true desire 


\ * . . = > , J 
hich is a need anc a legitimate aspiration of a vast majority of Venezuelans 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


MAS LEADERS COMMENT ON COUP RUMORS 


Secretary General Denounces Rumors 
(Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 20 Mar 83 p D-6 


[Text] The MAS- [Movement for Socialism] yesterday, throvch its Secretary General 
Pompeyo Marquez, attacked the fact that we are facing an orchestrated campaign 


of rumors of all kinds. The MAS identified the conduct of the administration 
and the contradictions within the administration as the main source of the 


rumors. 


"We emphatically," he said, “proclaim that it is necessary to counteract such 
rumors, to break up the destabilization campaign, and to stress the need for a 
change in the administration's orientation and policy." 


"The country cannot go on until 1984 the way it has been," he added. "It is in 
the interest of everyone seriously to tackle this grave moment. The MAS is a 
valid conversation partner in this difficult hour and has much to say about 

the topics under debate and dispute. On Monday, our presidential candidate, 
comrade Teodoro Petkoff, will address the country on television and will deliver 
a message through the most varied mass communications media. 


"We hope that this opportunity will serve to reaffirm the fact that the way 
out of the big problems shaking Venezuela and its people is not a coup d'etat, 
that it does not call for the breakup of the process that began on 23 January 
1958. Once again we stress the idea of demanding democratic developments in 
favor of the people. Teodoro Petkoff will speak along those lines." 


Petkoff Views Political Situation 


Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 21 Mar 83 p 1-13 


[Text ] Teodoro Petkoff, the MAS presidential candidate, believes that one of 
the most eloquent manifestations of the rapid deterioration in the country's 
political situation, after the institution of exchange controls, is the force 


assumed by coupist rumors. 
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He pointed out that this situation is caused by various factors; first of all 
there is a kind of chronic coupitis but along with that there are the real 
difficulties which we face and which give rise to all kinds of whisperings and 


rumors. 


On top of all that--and this perhaps is the most dangerous aspect--there are 
sectors which consciously and openly are working not so much to bring about a 
coup d'etat but to create a coupist climate. 


Petkoff rejected the arguments according to which left-wing sectors could be 
involved in a similar situation and such accusations are nothing but a red rag 


that is waved before the bull of the coup. 


He said that the paper that was published, demanding a new administration, can 
be explained only as a conspiracy, such as the one which he is denouncing, be- 
cause he cannot understand what sense it would make to call for a new govern- 
ment in a country which is nine months away from the elections. 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 
AD LEADERS MFET WITH HERRERA CAMPINS 

Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 20 Mar 83 p A-1l 

[Interview with Manuel Penalver: "Prospects for National Coordination Opened"; 


date and place not specified] 


[Text] Manuel Penalver indicated that the destabilization of the 
Democractic system was not discussed during the meeting. 


The top leaders of the Democratic Action Party, Gonzalo Barrios, chairman, 
Manuel Penalver, secretary-general, and Jaime Lusinchi, presidential candidate, 
arrived quite by surprise at 1850 at Miraflores in response to an invitation 
from the President of the Republic Luis Herrera Campins, admitting that they 
did not know what points were going to be taken up. 


They left at 2035 and, in his capacity as spokesman for the invited guests, 
Manuel Penalver noted that the meeting revolved around an open agenda during 
which various domestic and international issues were addressed, 


[Answer] We talked about the 1984 budget so as to agree on the various techni- 
cal commissions. 


[Question] Did you take up the rumors about the destabilization of democracy? 


[Answer ] We did not talk about anything like that (He replied sharply). The 
country is going through an economic crisis. But I personally believe in the 
electoral outcome next December. 


[Question] Can you tell us whether this meeting is the start of the national 
Consensus? 


[Answer ] The call isued by candidate Jaime Lusinchi is aimed at that; the 
start of conversations with all political, business, and labor union forces. 


fQuestion] And what about the public document of the employers in which they 
express their concern over the country's future? 


[Answer ] That document contains a series of worries which exist in the 
environment, that is, uncertainty and lack of economic confidence. All of this 
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has to be channeled within the democratic game. But we did not discuss that. 


(Penalver commented that, for the fourth consecutive year, they asked the 
president of the republic to revive the economy and they confirmed that in this 
conversation. He went out looking for Gonzalo Barrios and Jaime Lusinchi who 
were looking at the panorama of The Silerme. On the way, the minister of the 
Secretariat of the Office of the President, Gonzalo Garcia Bustillos, happened 
to run into them and they talked briefly; they took their leave of each other 
among hugs and smiles and, on entering the paiace, Garcia Bustillos practically 
repeated what Manuel Penalver had said, indicating that he could not co into 
any detail on all of the aspects taken up at the meeting.) 


[Question] Will a meeting of the other parties be called? 


{(Answer] The administration always talks to all sectors that represent national 
life. 


[Question] Did the meeting take up the document of the employers where they 
ask for an office to be set up to take care of this emergency? 


[Answer] What communication? (He asked with astonishment. ) 


(A newsman took the complete page out of his briefcase. He read a paragraph 
to him.) 


[Answer] Ah! Somebody told me that the language and style are quite important 
here. 


(He asked to be excused because, as he said, President Herrera was waiting to 
see him.) 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


AD CAMPAIGN MANAGER DENOUNCES LECTURES FOR ARMED FORCES 


Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 21 Mar 83 p 1-15 


[Text] Jose Manzo Gonzalez says: ''The Armed Forces cannot be 
manipulated." The strategy chief of the National Election 
Headquarters of AD [Democractic Action Party] points out that 
the lectures which government officials, with an interested 
official view and exclusively from the partisan viewpoint, have 
been offering in the Armed Forces are inconvenient for the 
proper operation of the military establishment, 


Jose Manzo Gonzalez, the strategy boss of the national election campaign head- 
quarters of Dr Jaime Lusinchi, delcared that he was in favor of the idea that 
the administration of President Luis Herrera Campins suspend the cycle of lec- 
tures which some high officials in his administration have been offering at 
various installations of the Armed Forces. 


Jose Manzo Gonzalez believes that such lectures are inconvenient since--apart 

from trying to demonstrate a presumed lack of knowledge on the part of members 
of the Armed Forces about the country's real situation, something which is not 
at all certain--it has also been demonstrated that these lectures cause damage 
to harmony and to the basic principles of authority, discipline, and the chain 
of command which unalterably prevail within the military establishment. 


Jose Manzo Gonzalez said that he had been informed that a verbal incident arose 
at one of these lectures between a senior navy officer and an army general. 


Jose Manzo Gonzalez explained that it is impossible to pretend to believe that 
the FAN [National Armed Forces] can be manipulated by any political force, not- 
ing that lectures, such as the one by the lady minister who is chief of 
CORDIPLAN [Office of Coordination and Planning], were given only as an official 
and sectarian version, presenting a view of the economic crisis exclusively 


from the partisan viewpoint. 


"The officers of the Armed Forces," Jose Manzo Gonzalez explained; “are for 

the most part professionals. Many of them are even graduates of our universi- 
ties in the technological and humanistic careers. They raised their technical, 
professional, and cultural levels; they therefore are familiar with the nation's 
problems. That knowledge is being developed in depth during the training given 
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to the cadets at the various academies and later on in the higher-level 
schools. This training is sufficiently broad to give them a knowledge of the 
country's real situation and the features of its problem complex, It is there- 
fore absurd to claim that officers are not familiar with the country's real 


situation," 


Manzo Gonzalez said that he himself is not at any moment opposed to the idea 
that the Armed Forces be informed in a detailed manner on certain major 
national problems but what has turned out to be inconvenient is that this in- 
formation is presented to them from the interested official viewpoint and from 


the partisan viewpoint. 


He added, on the other hand, that this type of lecture most of the time inter- 
rupts the professional and administrative operations of the Armed Forces; he 
also explained that there is a chain of command and that there is discipline 
in the military establishment which is why it is inconvenient to put generals 
and admirals, senior officers, junior officers, and professional career NCO's 
together in the same bag. 


At that point he reported that he had knowledge of a verbal incident that took 
place between a senior navy officer and an army general who had different 
opinions on some of the points taken up during one of the lectures given in 
the auditorium of the Military School. 


Manzo Gonzalez also said that the planning of this type of lecture, as a regu- 
lar event in the activities of the National Armed Forces, hurts the harmony 
that has always prevailed among them, thus constituting the ferment for highly 
inconvenient situations when it comes to enabling the FAN to carry out the 
high missions assigned to them by the Constitution. By way of example, lady 
minister Izaguirre in her lecture mentioned the difficulty connected with pay- 
ing the pensions and social benefits for the officers; this created profound 
uneasiness. In this connection, the Finance Committee of the Congress of the 
Republic must adopt the measures necessary so as to guarantee that right which 
has been acquired by the members of the FAN in accordance with the 1977 Social 


Security Law. 


On the other hand, Jose Manzo Gonzalez said finally, "The FAN are not being 
manipulated, nor do they need to be manipulated, which is why this attempt by 
the current administration is inexplicable," 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


COPEI SECRETARY ON RELATIONSHIP WITH GOVERNMENT, OTHER ISSUES 


Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 20 Mar 83 p D-6 


[Article by Leopoldo Linares: "There Are Certain Interests that Seek to Weaken 
Venezuela" } 


[Text] Eduardo Fernandez and the Rumors. In evaluating rela- 
tions between party and government, the leader admits that 
this is a problem which has not yet been solved by the Vene- 
zuelan democratic institutional system, 


We Venezuelans would be very stupid if we were not to grasp the fallacy, the 
lies that surround the suggestion that we could solve our problems with a sys- 
tem different from the democratic system. Could it be that we do not know our 
own history? Is it true by any chance that we do not know that the most deplor- 
able periods in the country's history were those when force was imposed in place 
of civilizations and systems based on law? Do'we not recall that those regimes, 
which offered to solve problems, far from doing so, only piled them up and made 


them worse? 


That was the thinking of COPEI [Social Christian Party ] Secretary General 
Eduardo Fernandez when he was questioned about the rumor campaign hinting at a 
hypothetical forced solution in the country. The Social Christian leader added 
that, if this does not sound like much, we Venezuelans should review the situa- 
tion on the continent, especially in South America, where so-called military 
regimes are in power and where a process of democratization has been imposed, 


Fernandez also took up with the newsman the so-called relationships between the 
party and the government, pointing out that this is a problem that has not yet 
been solved during those past 25 years of democracy. In his judgment, this 
solution is difficult due to the country's presidential system and due to the 
fact that the Venezuelan political parties are designed on the basis of or come 
from the old Leninist models, 


Yesterday noon, Eduardo Fernandez was in a hurry to leave the headquarters of 
candidate Rafael Caldera, located in El Rosal. He met the newsman there and 
agreed to comment on the wave of rumors which in recent days has engulfed the 


country's population. 
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"I believe that we must act very calmly, with a great degree of patriotism, and 
with a sincere readiness to do the things that are necessary to strengthen the 
faith and confidence of public opinion in the overall functioning of the insti- 
tutions and in our capacity satisfactorily to solve the problems," said Fern- 


andez, 


Then he pointed out that the two most important issues facing the country to- 
day are as follows: First of all, that the entire country, especially its 

most responsible leadership sectors, must become aware of the dimension of the 
problem that Venezuela must face, particularly the nature and characteristics 


of that problem, 


"We must be aware," Fernandez emphasized, "that a phase in Venezuelan life has 
come to an end, This is what some people have called the economy of delirium. 
This is what Rafael Caldera has called the economy of waste and plunder. 


In second place, Fernandez said that, along with the diagnosis "which enables 
us to become aware of the difficulties we must face, it is necessary to have 
adequate therapy, that is to say, we have to find out what proposals we must 
formulate to overcome the obstacles that have arisen before us on our way." 


He emphasized that those obstacles are fundamentally of an international char- 
acter, As an example he mentioned the change on the petroleum market, both in 
terms of output volume and in terms of prices which failed to rise as they had 


in the past. 


"Now,'' added the COPEI secretary general, ''we have awakened to a much more sub- 
stantive and less artificial reality, we have seen that the oil market is once 
again going to be dominated by the consuming nations, that is to say, by the 
highly industrialized countries. There is a tendency to toward a stabilization 
or decline in oil output and a stabilization or drop in prices, For Venezuela 
this means, first of all, that we must replace the culture of abundance with 
the cultural of work, discipline, and austerity; that all excesses, which we 
allowed ourselves in recent years, cannot go on. Now, to promote this effort 
successfully, we must strengthen the climate of domestic understanding by 
establishing a climate of political relaxation in which the people can see that 
we, their political leaders, are capable of agreeing on the most essential 
issues that beset the country. Not that we are going to do away with debate 
because it is indispensable and democracy presupposes a confrontation of ideas 


and viewpoints," 


Eduardo Fernandez emphasized that the best antidote to rumors is the type of 
conduct and testimony that seeks to strengthen faith in the country's institu- 
tions. He also stated that , in that climate, it is necessary not only for 
political leaders to commit themselves but also the business and industry, 


labor, and cultural sectors. 


Then he mentioned the fallacy and lies involved in the old fairy tale to the 
effect that a regime of force could solve the country's problems. He spelled 
out not only Venezuela's experience in the past but also talked about the cases 
of Argentina, Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia and recently Brazil, where democratic 
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solutions have been imposed or are being worked out after long years of govern- 


ment by force. 
"Do you believe that there is an organized rumor campaign going on in Venezuela?" 


"Here in Venezuela as a matter of fact we have had an irresponsible campaign 
pushed by various sectors inside and outside the country which, first of all, 
wanted to weaken the nation's currency. Some cooperated in this campaign with- 
out knowing it because obviously no nation can for many long weeks allow a dis- 
cussion on the stability of the currency without this affecting the economy. 

I believe that we have had some interest here which tried to weaken Venezuela 
because Venezuela, in the final analysis, is a country that leads in two aspects: 
in its Capacity as an oil exporter and in its capacity as an exporter of dem- 
ocracy. There are many interests on the far right and the far left that would 
like Venezuela not to have the full strength which it has at this moment in 
order to play the role that falls to it." 


Relations Between Party and Administration 


The newsman reminded him that relations between the current chief of state and 
the Social Christian Party, COPEL, were again analyzed last Thursday during the 
meeting held in the presidential home at "La Guzmania." 


“Why was this analysis repeated?" 


"One of the things that Venezuela has not managed to resolve is precisely the 
problem you raised, the problem of the nature of relationships between the 
president and his administration and the political party that brought him to 
power and which serves as a foundation and support in the streets. And I would 
say even more so not only in Venezuelan democracy but also in Latin America 
where this in general has been a difficult question. There are those who assure 
us, for example, that the downfall of President Salvador Allende took place 
several days after the military high command involved in the conspiracy in 

Chile came to know the document of the Central Committee of the Socialist Party 
through which political support was withdrawn from the president of the repub- 


i! Pe 
“And what are the shortcomings here, in Venezuela?" 


"We in Venezuela have the following basic contradiction: We have a constitu- 
tional, presidential system, copied from the liberal and bourgeois systems that 
are typical of Western Europe; and we have some political parties whose essen- 
tial design in some way was copied from the Leninist party model, The bad thing 
is that when a party is Leninist, power is concentrated in the party's central 
committee and more specifically in that party's secretary general and the admin- 
istration responds to and obeys the orders of the central committee. On the 
other hand, in the Western democracies, the presidents have the power that is 
attributed to them by the Constitution, which permits them to exercise a force 
which goes far beyond the influence and control which the party can exert. In 
the specific Venezuelan case, the presidents furthermore are ritual which, 
basically, means confirming the constitutional standard. 
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Fernandez said that "the important thing is to preserve a level of frank, 
sincere, and democratic dialogue; that the party cam express to the president 
with full clarity what it learns from the streets and that at the same time 

the president informs not only the party but consults it to obtain elements of 
judgment that can help him in the process through which he must make his de- 
cisions." Fernandez also said that the party has the obligation to explain and 
defend the policies which the administration pursues, provided that, "those 
policies are contained within the common commitment, which is the program that 
is offered to the electorate during the corresponding elections," 


In this last respect, he recalls that COPEI has been loyal to and strongly 
supportive of the administration, giving as example the support given at all 
times within parliament, 


"But,'' Fernandez concluded, "the basic problem is the problem of the nature of 
the relationships between the party and the administration and particularly 
with the president of the republic; that is a problem which the Venezuelan 
democratic institutional system has not yet managed to solve satisfactorily." 


"And does this mean that current relations are not good?" 


"Relations are always dynamic, I believe that there is a level of dialogue, of 
exchange and of information which sometimes is satisfactory but which on occa- 


sions is not fully satisfactory." 
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COUNTRY SECTION VENEZUELA 


CONSECOMERCIO PRESIDENT VIEWS SUPPLY SHORTAGES, STRIKES 


Caracas EL UNIVERSAL in Spanish 21 Mar 83 p 1-13 


[Article by Thamara Nieves: "Executive Branch Indecision Paralyzes Country"] 


[Text] On "Impact" Raul Lopez alerts us to a "major" supply 
shortage during the next few days, as well as escalation of 
inflation as a result of governmental ambiguity about the 
private foreign debt. "We are witnessing," said the president 
of CONSECOMERCIO [National Commerce and Services Council], 
"not only exchange controls but also a gradual devaluation, 

The trouble into which the country was plunged will force the 
executive branch to stop governing all alone and in isolation," 


Raul Lopez, president of the National Council of Commerce and Services, announ- 
ced that "the dramatically difficulty situation we are experiencing now will 
force the administration to stop governing by itself and in isolation, disre- 


garding the rest of the country." 


Raul Lopez thought that the appeal issued both by Jaime Lusinchi and Rafael 
Caldera--urging the administration to think deeply and that "sound" conclusions 
be worked out together with the opinion of all sectors--is a positive thing. 


He proved to be optimistic in spite of the fact that "the mess into which the 
country has been led and the difficult situation we are experiencing, this 
will encourage all of us to sit down together and seek conclusions," 


The CONSECOMERCIO president, who was interviewed on the program "Impacto," 
which is being presented on Channel 4 by the newsmen Carlos Croes and Edgardo 
de Castro,very sharply questioned the attitude which was adopted in relation 
to the recognition of the private foreign debt both by the president of the 
republic, the minister of finance, and of course the president of the Central 


Bank. 


In view of this disregard of the private foreign debt as a sector benefiting 
the preferential dollar rate of 4.30, Lopez predicted a "major" supply short- 


age at the very latest within 30 days. 
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In his opinion, we are at this moment facing two distinct aspects: exchange 
controls and devaluation because, as a matter of fact, there is a gradual de- 
valuation "which was logical and already expected." 


Living on Inventories 


The CONSECOMERCIO president denied that the announcement of the strike in the 
sector he represents is "a trial balloon" designed to pressure the administra- 
tion. In his opinion, this is "something spontaneous" in response to the dis- 


pair of merchants. 


Answering a question, he explained that the private foreign debt is not recog- 
nized because--although the president of the republic, in his message to 
Congress, ratified it and the minister of finance restated it--the president 

of the Central Bank does not accept it. In other words, it was accepted as a 
sector benefiting from the preferential dollar rate, but in a very vague manner, 





"It was said that this would broaden the coverage and this may be so and then 
again it may not. Through the president of the republic and the finance mini- 
ster, the national executive must ratify Decree 1.842 and must in concept terms 
say "We accept the private debt," ratifying the first decree and adding the 


regulations for it. 


"This debt is not expressed in quantitative terms," he said, "because it is 
somewhat complex but rather because, at any rate, it is much smaller than the 
public debt which is indeed a product of waste and the practice of selling at 
low prices.'' According to the CONSECOMERCIO president, this attitude on the 
part of the administration means that the prestige of Venezuelan businessmen 

is downgraded abroad in a critical situation "because it represents a dangerous 
loss in our balance with a retroactive character and will in the end lead us 


into bankruptcy." 


Concerning the possibility that there might be a strike in this sector as a 
protest against government treatment, he said that this is not an alarmist 


position. 


"As president of CONSECOMERCIO and in a very responsible manner I assure you 
that a major supply shortage of all kinds is just around the corner and it will 
include food, pharmaceutical products, auto spare parts which are so necessary 
for the nation's motor vehicles, hardware and construction materials, as well 


as all kinds of things." 


He blamed this state of affairs on the fact that, for about six or eight months, 
inventories, both in industry and in commerce, have been declining due to low 
liquidity, lack of confidence, and high expectations. 


"To this you have to add that, as a result of this ill-timed policy of not 
recognizing the private foreign debt, foreign industry and trade deny us credits, 
expressing lack of confidence in the country, and this alone leads to the demand 
for cash payment which is highly fatal and deadly for our economy." 
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According to Raul Lopez, to all of this we must add "the magnification of what 
is called bureaucratic and government deficiency," "the indecision of an execu- 
tive branch which paralyzes the country," "thus paralyzing our foreign trade 
almost within a month." 


In view of this situation, he was asked where the products, which we are con- 
suming, came from; he replied: ‘from our squalid inventories," 


According to his explanation, we are not importing because we do not yet know 
what is officially prohibited and what will have to be paid for at 4.30 or at 
6 or at 8, and how the stuff is going to be sold. 


"It has not been established how you, in acquiring the dollars, will not be 
turned down abroad. We are facing a very serious situation to the point where, 
this month, no products have come in, nor have there been any orders going 
abroad, This lag of 4, 3, 2, or 1 week is what we are going to have during the 
next several days because right now we are living on the inventories and our 
inventories are drawing to a close," 


Importing Everything 


In this situation, Lopez singled out the food sector as the most critical area 
where, as he predicted, the supply shortage will be "terrible," 


"Here we import everything from raw materials for processing concentrated 
fodder for animals," he said, "all the way to cereals and containers for pro- 
cessed foods. This importing of food exceeds 65 percent." 


He believes that we are facing not only exchange controls but also a gradual 
devaluation "because one line would trigger the failure of all enterprises; 
right now, half of them can fail but in one line, all of them would fail." 
Then he said that "what CONSECOMERCIO is asking for is the preferential dollar 
for the private debt, as was done for the public debt, since, when it cones to 
future imports, we do not demand, we do not beg, nor are we haggling." 


In his answer regarding what would happen after the end of the price freeze, 
he pointed out that we will be punishing the consumer--"which is unfair and 
painful"--depending on whether we have more products in the 8 category or in 
the 6 category and less in the 4,30 category. 


Consumer Will Pay 
"What will happen when the price freeze ends?" 


"The government can ask me that, if I purchase at 4.30, I have to sell in re- 
lation to 4,30, just as they can demand the same thing if I purchase at 8 and 
then I sell at 8, in that same ratio. But the government cannot demand that, 
if I purchase at 8, I sell at the ratio of 4.30 and that is what is implied 


in this freeze measure." 


12h 














Who Abuses Power? 


Concerning the investigation of the bare fact that CONSECOMERCIO petitioned 
against Migdalia Garcia, the lady superintendent for consumer protection, 
Lopez said that he admitted that there had been cases of speculation "and we 
agree in cooperating with the Superintendency against this sort of thing" but 
he pointed out that, in many cases, it is the administration itself which is 


causing hoarding. 


He repeated that a businessman cannot be forced to sell something unless he has 
first been told how he is going to pay for it and how he is going to sell it 
afterwards. "He is not a hoarder, he is an individual who, in his desire for 
subsistence, is defending the only thing he has" and this situation in his 
judgment springs from the lack of definition in the executive branch itself, 

on the part of the ministers of the economy. 


"Now there is something that is going to be inevitable and that is a terrible 
escalation of inflation which will not involve only gasoline but all products 
because of this gradual devaluation of the bolivar." 
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VENEZUELA 
COUNTRY SECTION 


BRIEFS 


HERRERA, CALDERA ON BRUZUAL'S RESIGNATION-- Just 2 days ago, Rafael Cal- 
dera asked for the resignation of Central Bank of Venezuela President Leopoldo 
Diaz Bruzual "for the good of the country." Yesterday morning, the chief of 
state and the presidential candidate of COPEI [focial Christian Party] talked 
about this matter. It was learned that the chief executive called Caldera on 
the phone very early and that they exchanged opinions. It seems that President 
Herrera offered to seek a solution. On the other hand, the Social Christian 
Party formally expressed to the chief of state its desire that the official in 
charge of the bank of issue withdraw from this important office. He expressed 
the opinion that the attitude of Diaz Bruzual is now “unacceptable and that it 
has become a disturbing factor. Besides, they feel that he did not act in 
accordance with administration policies, especially regarding the implementa- 
tion of exchange controls. According to Article 137 of its by laws, COPEI can 
ask for the resignation of a militant who holds a government job. If Diaz 
Bruzual does not act on this request, he can be suspended from his militant 
party membership and he can be turned over to the Disciplinary Court. He could 
even be expelled from the organization. [ Text] [Caracas EL NACIONAL in Spanish 


17 Mar 83 p A-1] 5058 


RIOTS AT SAN CARLOS BARRACKS--On the morning of 25 February, authorities at 

San Carlos barracks had to break the chain and padlocks which personnel arrested 
for the crime of rebellion had placed on the doors leading to the detention 
area to deny access to any authority at the barracks. The intervention of the 
authorities was confronted violently by the convicts using cold steel, other 
big objects, and Molotov cocktails. Some of the convicts were wounded as a 
result and many spoons, pikes, home-made lances, bars, Molotov cocktails, 
hammers, and other big objects were confiscated. Various holes had been made 
in the roof and walls for the purpose of escape. This mutiny, like the earlier 
ones, according to the authorities, is part of a plan called "Combate II" for 
which many weapons and other stolen materials had been collected. The plan 
included alternate possibilities of escape: (a) from San Carlos Barracks 1 b) 
during a transfer of prisoners to the hospital or in the Military Hospital it- 
self. If the escape plan should fail, they would use the wounded to get polit- 
ical support through the leaders who are close to their cause and with front 
groups of the Red Banner, such as the National Defense Federation and its sec- 
tion committees, the National Coordinating Committee for the Release of Polit- 
ical Prisoners, and the new periodical of the Red Banner called SIN TREGUA. 
[Text] [Caracas ZETA in Spanish 13 Mar 83 pp 14-15] 5058 
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